Exemplar Letters to the Supernumerary from the Superintendent

Letter 1 is to a Supernumerary who has indicated that he/she does not wish to do anything, perhaps because of age or infirmity.
Letter 2 is to a Supernumerary who wishes to play a role in the life of the circuit.
Both receive the Statement with the boxes completed appropriately.

Letter 1
From: XXXX Circuit

Greetings!

The Methodist Church values the contribution made by all its Presbyters. This includes those who have been granted permission to ‘sit down’ and thus become a Supernumerary. You have asked to be stationed ‘in’ this Circuit and as Superintendent I, along with the Circuit Stewards, welcome you as a member of the team.
[bookmark: _Hlk3206425]You have indicated that, at least initially, you do not want to take an active part in the life of the Circuit. Your decision is reflected in the Statement of Supernumerary Status in the Circuit that is attached. I would be grateful if you could sign this and return it to me. You have indicated that once you are settled you may wish to change your mind. As a result, the review date for the Statement is in one year’s time.
[bookmark: _Hlk3206492]You have also indicated that you will attend Wesley Church for worship. The Minister with Pastoral Charge is the Rev Susannah Wesley. She will be delighted to meet you and your spouse and to provide immediate pastoral care. I will hope to meet you when I deliver your free copy of the annual Minutes of Conference.
You will want to be aware of the various funds at Circuit, District and Connexional level that are available to Supernumeraries. In this Circuit there is a fund that might be of interest. I shall be sending details of it separately.
Please be aware that you are a valued member of the Circuit. I look forward to enjoying your gifts and graces in whatever ways you feel able.
With good wishes


cc. Chair of the District.


Letter 2 

From: XXXX Circuit


Greetings!

The Methodist Church values the contribution made by all its Presbyters. This includes those who have been granted permission to ‘sit down’ and thus become a Supernumerary. You have asked to be stationed ‘in’ this Circuit and as Superintendent I, along with the Circuit Stewards, welcome you as a member of the team.

We have had discussions about how your membership of the Circuit team will be expressed. These are listed in the Statement of Supernumerary Status in the Circuit that is attached. Please sign a copy and return it to me. Also indicated are a number of responsibilities that apply to all Presbyters. Over time things change. You are asked to keep the Superintendent aware of any circumstances that will have an effect on the agreement. In recognition that some changes are less immediate than others but need to be recognised, this agreement will be the subject of a new discussion in 20XX

You have also indicated that you will attend Wesley Church for worship. The Minister with Pastoral Charge is the Rev Susannah Wesley. She will be delighted to meet you and your spouse and to provide immediate pastoral care. I will hope to meet you when I deliver your free copy of the annual Minutes of Conference.

You will want to be aware of the various funds at Circuit, District and Connexional level that are available to Supernumeraries. In this Circuit there is a fund that might be of interest. I shall be sending details of it separately.

[bookmark: _Hlk3794466]Please be aware that you are a valued member of the Circuit. I look forward to enjoying your gifts and graces in whatever ways you feel able.

With good wishes



cc. Chair of the District.


Statement of Supernumerary Status in the Circuit

XXX Circuit
Agreement with the Reverend xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Dated xx August 20xx
Review Date August 20xx [Not more than three years hence]


	Serial
	Activity
	Agreement
	Notes

	1.
	Stationed in the Circuit
	You have requested that you be stationed in the XXX Circuit. You may ask the Conference Office to move to another Circuit. In that case you will inform the Superintendent of the request, and of the decision of the Conference. The Superintendent will inform you of any proposed changes to the boundaries of the current Circuit.
	You are required to inform the Conference Office of any changes in personal circumstances of which it needs to be notified.

	2
	Personal Details
	You name will appear on the Circuit Plan, Circuit website, and other publications as a Supernumerary Minister in the Circuit. You have agreed that your contact details can be made available without restriction.
	This is subject to GDPR regulations. It may differ depending upon whether preaching appointments are offered.

	3
	Pastoral Care
	The Circuit has agreed to provide pastoral oversight for you and your immediate family. You have agreed that the Superintendent be informed of any change in circumstance that requires additional pastoral care.
	A delicate area which might need more detail. It should include care for immediate family members.

	4
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Preaching
	You have agreed to offer up to six appointments in each quarter. You are not willing to travel any distance in January or February.
	Will need more specific information about availability.

	5.
	Other Services
	You have agreed to be available to conduct acts of worship other than Sunday Services. Each service will be agreed separately.
	Covers arrangements for funerals, etc. If a standing arrangement, then that would be included.

	6.
	
	Presiding at the Lord’s Supper: You have indicated that you would welcome the opportunity to preside at the Lord’s Supper at such times and places as may be appropriate.
.

	The supernumerary is expected to exercise his/her ministry of sacrament as well word; when where s/he does so will be decided by the superintendent in consultation with the supernumerary and with colleagues in the active work

	7.
	Fees
	You have indicated that you do not wish to claim any fee or travelling expenses for conducting Sunday Services. You will receive the normal fee, agreed by the Circuit Meeting or Church Council, for any pastoral office you agree to conduct.
	Sensitive area but should be subject to an agreement.

	8.
	Circuit Meeting
	You have indicated that you do not wish to be an active member of the Circuit Meeting. You are thus not a Managing Trustee for the XXX Circuit.
	Formal requirement to indicate if wishes to be a member.

	9.
	Preachers’ Meeting
	You have asked to receive the papers for the meeting of Preachers and Worship Leaders. You have indicated that you wish to attend when possible. You have agreed to participate in the programme of reviewing services that is conducted under the auspices of the meeting.
	

	10.
	Synod
	You are expected to attend the Presbyteral Sessions of the District Synod. If you require a dispensation this should be obtained from the Chair. You have indicated that you do not intend to be present at Representative Sessions of Synod.
	



	11.
	Safeguarding
	You agree to any checks and training that are required by the Methodist Church and are applicable to you.

	Covers DBS check and regular training.

	12.
	Other activities
	You have offered to assist the circuit in any way in which you can. The Superintendent will discuss any assistance needed. When agreed such assistance will be subject of a separate letter of agreement or of an addition to this one.
	





Signed (Supernumerary)…………………………………………………………….

Name:………………………………………………………………………………

For Circuit………………………………………………………………………..

Name and Position:…………………………………………………………

Date………………………………………………………………………………..
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