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THE METHODIST COUNCIL 
High Leigh Conference Centre, Lord Street,  

Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8SG 
14 – 15 October 2013 

 
AGENDA 

Glossary of terms 
Note = for information 
Discussion = significant discussion time but not expecting resolutions 
Approve = resolution required but appears not to need any substantial debate 
Decision = resolution required and probably does need substantial debate first 
 
 
Monday 14 October 
 
13:00 LUNCH 
 
13:45 Opening Worship 
 
14:00 Session 1 
 

1. Apologies, Welcomes, Letters, Announcements, Observers  
 

2. Appointment of new members of the Council under the delegated authority of the 
Conference [MC/13/59] – to approve 

 
3. Minutes of the Methodist Council held on 13 – 15 April 2013 – to approve 
 
4. Matters arising from the Council minutes [MC/13/60] – to note 

5. Minutes of the Strategy and Resources Committee (SRC) held on 25 April 2013 and 
16 September 2013 and report from the Chair – to note 

 
6. Report from Senior Leadership Group 
 
7. Report from the September Connexional Leaders’ Forum 

 
8. Review of the post of the Secretary of the Conference/General Secretary [MC/13/61]  

- for decision 
 

9. Connexional Team Work Plan [MC/13/62] - for decision 

 

10. Budget planning update – oral report. 

 
16:00 TEA BREAK 
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16:30  Session 2 
 

11. Wesley House Cambridge [MC/13/63] – Prof Judith Lieu  - for decision 
 

12. Discipleship and Ministries Learning Pathways – [MC/13/64] - Richard Andrew - for 
information, discussion and decision 
 

13. Joint Implementation Commission – The Challenge of the Covenant  [MC/13/65] 
- Prof Peter Howdle will present the report and the Council will have the 

opportunity to ask questions and make comments, prior to a fuller discussion in 
January – for discussion 

 
18:30 DINNER 
 
20:00 Session 3 
 

14. Methodist Diaconal Order – Review of the Role of the Warden – [MC/13/66] - Dudley 
Coates - for decision 

 
15. Special Resolutions – [MC/13/67] – Gareth Powell - for approval 

 
16. Leasing of Methodist Premises – Standards Lease terms and application of SOs to 

investment property – [MC/13/68] - Louise Wilkins - for decision 
 

17.  Application to Sell under SO 935(1) – Keswick Methodist Church –[MC/13/69] - 

Louise Wilkins - for decision 

 
21:30 Evening Prayers 
 
TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER 
 
07:30  Holy Communion 
 
08:15 BREAKFAST 
 
09:00 Morning Prayers 
 
09:15 Session 4 
 

18. Belonging Together – [MC/13/70] – Doug Swanney - for discussion and further  
 direction 
 

19. Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) - [MC/13/71] – Jennifer Crook – for  
  decision 

 
11:00  COFFEE BREAK 
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11.30 Session 5 
 

20. Connexional Grants Committee Annual Report – [MC/13/72] - Ian Harrison  - to note 
and approve 
 

21.  40th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women as Presbyters. – [MC/13/73] – Doug 
  Swanney – for decision 

 
12.45  Closing Worship 
 
13:00  LUNCH and Departures 
 
 
En bloc items 

 
1. Appointments – [MC/13/74] – to approve 

 
2. Terms of Reference of Methodist/URC Liaison Group – [MC/13/75] – for decision 

 
3. Annual Report of the World Methodist Committee- [MC/13/76] – to note 

 
4. One Mission Working Party – [MC/13/77] – to approve 
 

5. Civil Partnership and the Legal Definition of Marriage –[MC/13/78] – to note 
 

6. Scotland District – Connexional Liaison Officer Review – [MC/13/79] – for decision  
 

7. Inter-Faith – [MC/13/80] -  to note 
 

 

Dates of Future Meetings: 

29 and 30 January 2014 – Wesley Centre (formerly MIC), London 

5 to 7 April 2014 – Woodland Grange, Leamington Spa 

15 and 16 October 2014 – tbc 

26 and 27 January 2015 – tbc 

18 to 20 April 2015 - tbc 


