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Special Resolutions Submitted by the Conference of 2011 to the Methodist Council
Under Standing Order 126, special resolutions of the Conference require to be confirmed the following year after appropriate consultation before they can become effective.   For the purpose of consultation, they are either referred to the Methodist Council (unless moved on the Council’s behalf, in which case they are referred to the Law and Polity Committee) or dealt with as provisional legislation under Standing Order 122 and submitted to the Synods and the Law and Polity Committee.  

The bodies consulted may approve or disapprove the resolution but may not amend it.

The Conference of 2011 referred four such resolutions to the Methodist Council.  The first of which related to changes proposed in Signalling Vocation and Clarifying Identity and these changes are set out on pages 407-443 of the agenda.  The text of the other three Special Resolutions on which the Council voted are set out below, together with some relevant background information.
Section A

Trustee Indemnity Insurance and the Model Trusts


Background Information

The Conferences of 2009 and 2010 amended the Model Trusts and Standing Orders in order to give effect to the judgment that since what is commonly called Trustee Indemnity Insurance is now, in England and Wales, permitted and regulated by statute law, it is better left to be dealt with under that regime rather than under a special power in the Model Trusts.   That was done by deleting paragraph 16(o) of the Model Trusts, in so far as it applied in England and Wales, and adopting, for that jurisdiction, a new Standing Order 911.

In accordance with Standing Order 919A there have been consultations as to the situation in the other jurisdictions in which versions of the Model Trusts apply - Scotland, the Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey.  The Law and Polity Committee has been advised that in Scotland (i) paragraph 16(o) was and is ineffective, and (ii) there is now a statute making substantially the same provision as in England and Wales, although not in identical words.  The Conference has therefore judged that paragraph 16(o) should be deleted, in so far as it applies in Scotland. The Committee has also ascertained that the situation in Guernsey is now also covered by a similar statute, and the Conference has therefore judged that paragraph 16(o) should be deleted in so far as it also applies there.  

As a corollary, the Law and Polity Committee has judged that Standing Order 911 should be extended to Scotland and Guernsey , but some slight modifications will be required, and proposals to that effect will be brought to next year's Conference with a view to their adoption once the deletion of paragraph 16(o) is confirmed.  

As to the remaining jurisdictions, the Law and Polity Committee has been advised that it is necessary to retain paragraph 16(o) for Jersey. The committee intends, during the coming year, to complete the review of the position in the Isle of Man.
The Conference deletes sub-paragraph (o) of paragraph 16 of the Model Trusts in so far as it relates to the country of Scotland and the Bailiwick of Guernsey.

The Methodist Council approved the Resolution.
***RESOLUTION

56/1.
The Conference confirmed the amendments to the Model Trusts as set out in section A above. 
Section B

Leading and Presiding: Developing the Presidency of the Conference

Background Information

The following amendments to the Deed of Union enact the decisions of the Conference of 2011 with regard to the above named report (see further paragraph (28) of section 1.4 of the Minutes to be found above).

The Conference amends the Deed of Union as follows:


25A [Diaconal Committee]

(b) [membership]
(i) The President and Vice-President of the Conference;

(d) (i) When the committee meets to hear an appeal in a matter of discipline the person who shall preside shall be determined in accordance with the relevant Standing Order.

(ii) At every other meeting of the committee the President or the Vice-President shall preside, or, if both are absent if present shall preside. If the President is absent from any meeting, he or she shall appoint the Vice-President or a former President or Vice-President to preside, failing which the Warden or such other person as the committee may choose, shall during the their absence of the President preside.


28 Who presides at the Conference. (a) At every meeting The function of presiding at meetings of the Representative Session of the Conference is one to be shared between the President and the Vice-President if present shall preside. While one only of them is present that one shall preside, and while both are present they shall preside alternately. save that the President may at his or her absolute discretion, without leaving the Conference, invite the Vice-President to preside for such period as the President may determine.

(b) If the President and the Vice-President are is absent from any meeting of the Representative Session then the person who shall during such absence preside shall be:

(i) the person who has most recently held the substantive office of President or Vice-President the Vice-President shall during the absence of the President preside and if both are absent the ex-President, failing whom the ex-Vice-President, who has most recently held the substantive office and who is present and willing to act, and if two such persons are equally qualified the one whom the Conference may choose, and

(ii) failing any such person then such other member of the Conference as the Conference may choose, shall during the absence of the President preside and act as President of the Conference and in each such case with all the powers rights and duties of the President.

(c) At every meeting of the Presbyteral Session the President shall preside. In the absence of the President If the President is absent from any meeting of the Ministerial Session the ex-President who has most recently held the substantive office and who is present and willing to act, and failing any such person then such other member of the Conference (being a presbyter) as the Conference may choose shall during the such absence of the President preside and act as President of the Conference and in each such case with all the powers rights and duties of the President.


(d) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-clauses (a) to (c) above when the Conference in either Session meets to hear an appeal in a matter of discipline the person who shall preside shall be determined in accordance with the relevant Standing Order.


(e) The person who presides over the Conference under the provisions of sub-clauses (a) to (d) of this clause shall during the period of such presidency act as the President with all the powers rights and duties of the President.

29A Exercise of Presidential Powers. (a) In order to ensure that so far as possible the powers and duties of the presidency are exercised collaboratively by the President and Vice-President the Conference shall have power to direct by Standing Order that all or some, as specified, of the powers rights and duties of the President or a former President conferred by sub-clause (i) of clause 23, sub-clauses (b), (c) and (i) of clause 25A, clause 29 and (excepting the last sentence of sub-clause (c)) clause 42 of this Deed may be exercised from time to time by the Vice-President or a former Vice-President.

(b) The exercise by the Vice-President or former Vice-President of any of the powers rights and duties of the President or former President under the provisions of sub-clause (a) of this clause shall be taken for all purposes as acts of the President or former President as the case may require.

The Methodist Council approved the Resolution.
***RESOLUTION

56/2.
The Conference confirmed the amendments to the Deed of Union as set out in section B above. 
Section C
Titles of Chairs in Districts where there are two or more Chairs

Background Information

The following amendments to the Deed of Union and the Model Trusts enact the decisions of the Conference of 2011 with regard to the reply to Memorial 31 (see further paragraph (30) of section 1.4 of the Minutes to be found above).

The Conference therefore amends the Deed of Union and the Model Trusts as follows:

Deed of Union

1. Particular Expressions

(xiiA)
‘district Policy Committee’ means a committee appointed by the Synod, by that or any other name, to fulfil the functions assigned to the district Policy Committee in this Deed and Standing Orders;

14.
The Representative Session.

(2)
Membership.  The Conference in its Representative Session shall comprise: …


(v)
The Chair or co-Chairs of each home District …

40.
Church Courts.

... District Synods, district Policy Committees, Church Councils ...

42.
Chairs of Districts.
(a)
For each Every District there shall be either a single Chair or two or more co-Chairs, as have at least one Chair, the number of Chairs for each District being determined from time to time by the Conference.  Every Chair or co-Chair shall be a minister and shall upon first appointment as such to the relevant District be elected by the Conference by a clear majority of the votes cast.  If a District has co-Chairs one of them shall be identified by the Conference as Lead Chair, and any reference to a Chair in this Deed or Standing Orders which can by its nature apply only to a single person shall in relation to such a District be construed as a reference to the Lead Chair.  Standing Orders may provide for the appointment by District Synods, and the functions, of deputies for Chairs or co-Chairs, and for the appointment by or on behalf of District Synods of persons to undertake specified duties on behalf of Chairs, co-Chairs or deputies temporarily unable to fulfil them. 


(b)  Subject to sub-clause (bb) below, tThe Chair or Lead Chair of each District shall, ex officio, preside over the Synod of that District and the Chair or a co-Chair over all other district meetings having relation to that Synod, when present,  If there are more Chairs than one, the right and responsibility of presiding over any meeting of the Synod or of any other such body shall, unless otherwise agreed among the Chairs, be determined in accordance with clause (e) below. 


(bb)  save that (i) aAny Chair, Lead Chair or co-Chair entitled as above to preside may at his or her absolute discretion, without leaving the Synod or any other such meeting, invite another co-Chair, or a deputy or other person appointed under the last sentence of sub-clause (a) above, to preside for a period, and. 
(ii) tThe President of the Conference, if present, shall have the right to preside at the meetings of the Synod of which he or she is a member.  

(c)
The Each Chair of each a home District elected by the Conference held in any year shall enter upon his or her duties on the first day of September after being elected and continue in office while appointed to that station under clause 20 above; provided that if the a Chair of any such District becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be a minister he or she shall be disqualified from being Chair and shall thereupon vacate office as Chair and a casual vacancy in the office of Chair of that District shall be deemed to have arisen; provided further that if any casual vacancy arises in a home District, whether under the provisions of this present clause or by death or otherwise, after the end of the Conference it shall be filled by the substitution as Chair of that District of such other person, being a minister in the active work stationed in the District, as the members of the district Policy Committee choose, being able and willing to act; and it shall be the duty of the President of the Conference upon receiving notice of any such casual vacancy to convene a meeting of the district Policy Committee over which the President, or an ex-President designated by him or her, shall preside to ascertain their choice, and thereupon to appoint and declare the minister thus chosen to be the hold the office of Chair of such District until the entry upon his or her duties of a new Chair duly elected by the Conference under sub-clause (a) above (whether already so elected when the vacancy arises or to be elected by the next succeeding Conference).  Until the casual vacancy has been so filled the President of the Conference shall act as the Chair of the District.


(d)
In relation to the provisions of sub-clause (c) concerning the incapacity or unfitness of a Chair:

(i)
any issue whether a Chair is unfit to act on grounds apt to be the subject of a charge affecting his or her standing as a minister shall be determined in accordance with the regulations of the Conference for the time being in force in relation to disciplinary proceedings;

(ii)
any issue whether a Chair is incapable of acting or unfit to act on any other grounds shall be determined in accordance with regulations from time to time made by the Conference for that purpose;

(iii)
pending determination of any such issue there shall be power to suspend a Chair from all or any of his or her functions in accordance with the relevant regulations.

(e)
In sub-clauses (c) and (d) above “Chair” includes “co-Chair”. In a District which has more than one Chair, any reference in this Deed or Standing Orders to a right, duty, privilege or responsibility (however described) of the Chair of a District which can by its nature apply only to a single person shall be construed as applying to such one of the Chairs of the relevant District as may be determined by the district Policy Committee of that District in accordance with and subject to Standing Orders or other regulations from time to time made by the Conference for that purpose.  If a case arises which is not covered by the preceding sentence, the relevant reference shall be construed as applying to that one of the Chairs of the relevant District who has been longest stationed in that appointment.  As between Chairs of equal length of service in the appointment, the issue to which Chair the relevant reference is to be construed as applying shall be determined by drawing lots.

Model Trusts

1. Interpretation

‘District manse’ means, in relation to any District, a dwelling for occupation by the a Chair of the District

The Methodist Council approved the Resolution.
***RESOLUTIONS
56/3.
The Conference confirmed the amendments to the Deed of Union as set out in section C above. 
56/4.
The Conference confirmed the amendments to the Model Trusts as set out in section C above.
