54. Appointments and Appreciations
1. Appointments

***RESOLUTIONS

54/1.
The Conference appointed Peter D Howdle as Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee of the Methodist Council for an initial period of six years from 1 September 2012.
54/2.
The Conference appointed the Revd David Gamble as Chair of the Methodist Council for a period of three years from 1September 2012.

54/3. 
The Conference appointed Louise C Wilkins as Conference Officer for Legal and Constitutional Practice from 1 August 2012.

REASONED STATEMENTS

Professor Peter D Howdle

Peter Howdle is a well-known and respected figure in many fields.  As a former Vice-President he is known for his wide connexional experience, taking time to absorb and reflect upon the detail of all that he encounters.  In chairing the Joint Implementation Commission of the Anglican-Methodist Covenant since its inception in 2003 he has shown himself a thoughtful chair able to grasp a range of theological discourses and offering to both partners hard and incisive questions.  As Emeritus Professor of Clinical Medicine at Leeds Medical School and a Consultant Gastroenterologist at St James's University Hospital, Leeds Peter is respected for his skill and scholarship.  
In light of this he brings to the Strategy and Resources Committee (SRC) a wealth of experience across a wide breadth of church life, most recently serving as a Circuit Steward in the Leeds (North East) Circuit, where he is also a local preacher.  His professional career, including a period as Chair of Clinical Guidelines Committees for the National Institute of Clinical Excellence, has given him considerable experience of complex budgets and staffing structures .  In all of this Peter is a humble and gracious follower of Christ who is committed to the good and graceful governance of the Methodist Church.  His skills will help enable the SRC to continue to think and act strategically, and to be rooted in the context of the community of faith. The Council makes this nomination with confidence that the whole Connexion will benefit from Peter’s impressive experience, ability and Christian commitment.
The Revd David Gamble (President 2009)
David Gamble is well-known in many parts of the Connexion and understands well the various challenges and opportunities experienced across the diverse body of Methodist people in these islands.  Whilst the majority of his ministry has been spent in connexional roles, David has a clear grasp of local Methodist experience.   He ensures that awareness of local Methodist experience is consistently set alongside the work of connexional bodies.  As such he will bring to the Methodist Council the ability to hold together detail, broad vision, a focus on the call of God and the need to be disciplined in the task of governance leadership.  A former Chair of Barnardo’s Council, its Executive, Finance Committee, and its adoption sub-committee, David’s experience is in no way limited to Methodism.  He brings considerable experience in representing the Church in wider society and of ensuring that the Church heeds the needs of wider and diverse society.  His clear understanding of the role of governance bodies within the Methodist Church will be of assistance to the Council as it fulfils its various responsibilities.  His name is brought to the Conference as the nominee of the Methodist Council.

Mrs Louise C Wilkins

Louise Wilkins has served as a member of the Connexional Team since February 2012.  Appointed to the post of Governance Officer (Property and Charity Registration) she quickly and enthusiastically established a clear understanding and appreciation of Methodist processes.  In a short time she set about consolidating in one place work that had previously been undertaken in diverse parts of the Team. This she did whilst embedding the requirements and consequences of recent changes in charity legislation.   Working closely with the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, Louise has been diligent in ensuring that Local Churches and Circuits are able to use resources in such a way that they can more effectively respond to missional needs.   Her participation in various training events has been clear and energising as she challenges the church to make the most effective use of property and ensure good stewardship of resources.
A Chartered Legal Executive, Louise has previously practised Family Law and as Property Officer for the Baptist Union of Great Britain gained experience in trust, property and charity law.  She will bring to the role diverse experience and a clear understanding both of the needs of the church and the requirements of regulatory and statutory authorities.   
Louise is a regular worshipper at her Parish Church and has links with Wesley Memorial Methodist Church in the Oxford Circuit.  She brings to the role of Officer for Legal and Constitutional Practice a strong understanding of Methodism, an appreciation for the richness of the Methodist heritage, and a concern that the Methodist Church be well equipped to deal with legal and constitutional matters.
2. Appreciations

***RESOLUTIONS
54/4.
The Conference thanked David Gamble for his work as Conference Officer for Legal and Constitutional Practice and wishes him well in his future life and ministry.

54/5.
The Conference thanked Ken Wales for his work as Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee and wishes him well in his future life and ministry.

54/6. 
The Conference thanked David Walton for his work as chair of the Methodist Council and wishes him well in his future life and ministry.

The Revd David Gamble

David Gamble has served as Conference Officer for Legal and Constitutional Practice since the creation of the post in 2008.  David’s ministry in the Connexional Team and its predecessor bodies extends back to 1987 when he joined the Division of Education and Youth as Children’s Work Secretary, becoming General Secretary as the Divisions evolved to form the Connexional Team where he served first in the Pastoral Care and Christian Education Office, and then as a Coordinating Secretary for Legal and Constitutional Practice (2003-2008).  All of his work has, in diverse ways, reflected a passionate concern for the creation of a safer and more pastorally aware church – themes prominent during 2009/10 – the year he served as President of the Conference.

In recent years David has been an invaluable support to many in the life of the Church as he has had, amongst other things, oversight of the complaints and discipline processes.  He has brought to this work, and his involvement in the development of safeguarding procedures, a pastoral concern for the whole community.  A characteristic of his ministry is that he has sought to support with fairness and integrity any who have turned to him for guidance on delicate and complex matters.  He has given generously of his time and skills far beyond Methodism and has always made himself available at times when others have felt isolated and unsupported.
Mr Kenvyn Wales

Ken Wales has served as Chair of the Strategy and Resources Committee (SRC) since 2006.  During this period he has overseen considerable and significant change, not least in the development of the work of the SRC, particularly in terms of its engagement with budgeting and personnel issues, and also in respect of the reshaping of the Connexional Team during and following the Team Focus process.  Ken has brought to the SRC and to the wider Church considerable professional expertise from a career in education, the insights from continuing academic commitment to reflection on leadership and management, and the valuable perspectives arising from commitment and office holding in his local Methodist church and Circuit. As chair of the SRC Ken has offered generously of his time and expertise to several senior members of the Connexional Team and played a full and productive part in the Connexional Leaders Forum, the Methodist Council and the Conference.  His enthusiasm for the whole Church to think creatively and act prophetically in all that it does has been brought to bear on a range of topics with which he has ensured the SRC has engaged, and to the benefit of the wider Connexion.
Mr David Walton

David Walton has chaired the Methodist Council since 2009 and has brought to every aspect of this role a deep awareness of the opportunities facing Methodism today, together with the needs and challenges facing the Connexion.  Whether in the chair at meetings or in the numerous demands made of his time he has held together the responsibilities of the Council as an employing body; a decision making body; and a body offering advice and comment to a range of people and groups charged with particular responsibilities.  His knowledge of the Connexion has been invaluable to the affairs of the Council.  In chairing meetings David has exuded a calmness and ease of style that has been coupled with acute perception of the unspoken as much as the spoken.  He has given freely of his time and professional expertise in dealing with a number of complex and demanding matters.  A wise counsellor to many in the life of the Church he has brought to all his responsibilities an enquiring mind, an ecumenical spirit, and clarity of thought that has enriched the common life of the Connexion.
