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2.
3Generate Children’s & Youth Assembly Report 2011
Introduction

1. This year’s 3Generate Children’s and Youth Assembly took place at the Pioneer Centre, in Cleobury Mortimer.
Our Aims

2. We believe that all Children and Youth Ministry in the Methodist Church should enable children and young people to connect with God, the world and each other, so they can think as disciples, talk as disciples and be disciples (as set out in the Connect Strategy). We do this by making it relevant, inclusive, transforming and caring.

Membership, Attendance and Representation

3. Twenty six of the Districts were represented at the Assembly. 
4. Overall, there were 177 delegates, and 86 volunteers.

Elections

5. In accordance with Standing Order 250(6) and (7), the following took place;
Youth President elect 2012/13 – Hayley Moss
Methodist Conference representatives – Oswald Addo, Charlotte Burke, Lennard Graham
Methodist Council representative – Megan Bunce
British Youth Council representative – Tim Annan

It was decided that Neil Bolus would continue as Ecumenical Representative for a further year.

Worship
6. As a result of the separate age streams, different acts of worship were shared with different people. On the Friday night, the 14-17s and 18+ joined together for worship, then on Saturday morning they worshipped separately, together again on Saturday evening and finally all the delegates and volunteers worshipped together on the Sunday morning.

7. The worship for this year’s Children & Youth Assembly was based around three themes. We looked at God’s call to all of us, how we respond to that call, and how through our response God promises to be with us all.

8. As part of our worship, we also shared in a love feast on the Saturday evening which a large majority of the young people really engaged with, and found it helpful to talk with their peers about how they felt about the weekend, and maybe some of the things they were struggling with coming into the weekend. One young person said: “the love feast allowed me to open up and share things that I would otherwise have kept to myself, and I feel better and closer to God now”.

Activities

9. There were a wide range of activities available to the young people who attended 3Generate. The Pioneer Centre provides lots of outdoor activities; this enabled us to go some way towards fulfilling one of our aims in helping those that came to connect with each other.

Age Streams

10. For the first time ever, at 3Generate we decided to split the Children’s & Youth Assembly into three distinct age streams; 9-13s, 14-17s and 18-23. By doing this, we were able to make the event more relevant, more accessible and an overall better experience for those who attended; and this is reflected in some of the feedback that was given.

11. In the past, those who came that were 23 would be doing the same activities as an 11 year old, which is not very attractive for either age group. Splitting up the event enabled a greater focus on the needs of each particular age stream; for example, the topics of discussion, the style of delivery, and  ensured that it was relevant to the age group  to which it was targeted.

12. As part of this development of 3Generate, it was also decided that only the 14-17s would bring resolutions to the Methodist Conference. The other two age groups felt that it would be better to focus on outcomes for their own age groups, and find other ways of feeding those outcomes into the wider Connexion. Those outcomes will be outlined in this report.

9-13s Age Stream

Aim

13. The 9-13s session is more than one weekend. This will impact on our overall ministry with children and respond to what is already happening on the ground; creating space to hear and respond to the voice of children, rooted in the principles of discipleship, taking us further seriously, committed to fun and creativity.

Themes

14. For this age stream, the weekend was split into three distinct themes, each looking at different aspects of life, and what participants might engage with on a daily basis. These three themes were; ‘Me and my friends’, ‘Me and my communities’, and ‘Me and my spirituality’.

15. ‘Me and my friends’ allowed for the exploration of what life is like for the 9-13s and their peers. By splitting into the three age groups, it has allowed us to focus in on what is actually relevant to each particular age stream and look at what particular issues the 9-13s and their peer groups face.

16. ‘Me and my communities’ allowed for the exploration of the social networks with which these children and young people are involved. Although there are some restrictions in terms of age, many people within this age stream use social networking sites, and these sit alongside their local communities, schools, and churches as some of the social networks with which they regularly engage.

17. ‘Me and my spirituality’ engaged with their faith and spirituality. We believe that the whole people of God can think theologically and have a relationship with Jesus Christ, so there was space for the 9-13s to look at their concept of God and their own personal faith.

Learning Styles

18. All children and young people learn in very different ways. As part of the 9-13s stream, it was important to acknowledge this, so we explored each of the themes in three different styles; creative, reflective and active.

19. The creative stream explored all forms of artistic expression. The sessions used creative methods to allow participants to explore and express their views on each stream.

20. The reflective stream used reflective and contemplative methods, this style allowed for space to share thoughts, views and opinions on each theme.

21. The active stream used physical activity, involving the participants in sessions that prompted their thinking and within the physical activity as space to gather their perceptions of each theme.

Outcomes

22. As has been mentioned, the outcomes from the 9-13s age stream will not be voted on by the Conference. The focus was more to create an overall collection of messages and stories that could be put together to feed back beyond 3Generate and into the Conference.

23. The outcomes were generated in the Saturday sessions; where residential delegates were joined by day delegates for facilitated sessions to produce these outcomes. The morning sessions were facilitated so that common stories could be drawn out of the delegates’ experiences, and then voted on to feed into the rest of 3Generate. The afternoon sessions were facilitated to generate some softer outcomes; gathering stories through methods such as art, music, sport and writing. 

24. The 9-13s age stream produced a list of eleven outcomes, with the first four being highlighted as their most important.  

They:
· are involved in a lot of online communication, for example through Facebook and Online Messaging
· feel embarrassed about being a Christian
· think school and homework plays an important part in 9-13s lives – both loving and hating it
· feel things we do in church are either aimed too high or too low. It is sometimes patronising and we feel talked down to
· note that bullying impacts on the lives of a lot of 9-13 year olds
· think that church doesn’t feel like a place where we can go with our worries
· are at an age when they start to experience their friends losing connection with church and what church does
· feel people in church like us to be there, but often won’t let us be part in changing things that help us get more involved
· would like the church to be comfortable, but we also respect and understand the need to value other people’s opinions
· feel that they would love church and the things that the church does to be varied and avoid repetition
· are moving from being with parents and carers to independence. This can make them feel vulnerable.

25. These outcomes were first selected as part of an optional session for the delegates; then all the outcomes were voted on by all the delegates to find their top four. These outcomes form part of the ‘Big Sleepover’ resource that was produced in February; with a challenge to local churches to try and overcome some of the difficulties 9-13s are facing.

Feedback from Young People

26. The vast majority of the comments we have received from those that attended have been hugely positive and encouraging. People were challenged to ‘keep going to church’, ‘bring friends to church’, ‘speak about God more openly’, ‘not be embarrassed by church’, and challenged the church to ‘be more interesting’.

Generate +

27. The Generate+ event was run alongside 3Generate, and was aimed at Children’s workers. This provided facilitated participation training, so that the workers involved could get the best from follow-up opportunities after 3Generate; including using the post-event resource packs.  The workers had the chance to put their new skills into action by facilitating one of the final sessions on the Sunday morning. They also had the opportunity to share in some of the worship with the delegates.

28. The post-event resource pack includes the Big Sleepover resource; which we hope workers will use in their own setting and help to share with young people and others in churches, circuits and synods to share some of the outcomes from the event. 

14-17s Stream

Aim

29. To provide a comfortable and safe space for young people aged 14 to 17 involved in the Methodist Church, on whatever level, to come together – to worship together, have fun and participate in meaningful discussions about Church, faith and the world. To provide these young people with the chance to contribute to workshops that can influence important future decisions of the Church.

Log-ins

30. There was a wide range of log-ins (or workshops), available to delegates; the subjects of which had been either chosen by the young people or had been requested by the Conference. Each of these log-ins was delivered by a peer facilitator and an ‘expert’; this was to encourage a more participatory method of deliverance.

31. Unlike the other two age groups, the 14-17s age stream had the opportunity to feed straight into the Conference by providing resolutions. Although the provision for this was in place, some log-in facilitators felt it would not be appropriate to bring forward any resolutions. Each log-in is listed below with outcomes.

Do You Feel Connected?

32. This log-in was run by the National Youth Agency, who undertook the YPS Review, alongside a peer facilitator. This workshop not only produced some outcomes for this report, but also contributed to the review of the Youth Participation Strategy. The session also looked at how young people can have a say in the Methodist Church and what is happening and changing across the UK.
33. The Youth Assembly encourages the Conference to continue in the exploration of flexible 
models of trusteeship and decision making, so as to enable children and young people to play 
as full and equal part as possible in the life of the Methodist Church.
Ethical Living; building the future a day at a time

34. This session challenged the young people on the ethics that underpin the decisions we make, and how every decision can be made ethically. All of the smaller decisions we make add up to a bigger change and often we fail to realise the fact that all the decisions we make are ethical.

35. This log-in produced the following resolution to Children’s & Youth Assembly 2012:

We recommend that there is space to discuss fashion and ethics at next year’s Assembly.
Contemporary Mission

36. Some of the issues explored in this log in centred around young people and their relationship with the Church; namely the acceptance of them by older members of congregations and the strong feelings they have about their faith and personal spirituality, and how this can be strengthened in churches. There was also an opportunity to look at the Fruitful Field report and think about their opinions and responses.

37. This log-in produced the following resolution for the 14-17 delegates:

We recommend that delegates should read and comment on the Fruitful Field consultation.
All In It Together?: the rise of poverty in the UK

38. Through this log-in, delegates were informed on the facts about poverty in the UK today. They were encouraged to challenge assumptions and stereotypes about the rich and poor in the UK and looked at the possible ways in which we can reduce the gap between them.
39. As such the Youth Assembly urges the Conference to find ways of ensuring that the importance of the issue of poverty within the UK is communicated properly and affirms the Conference resolutions of a fair tax system for all.
Meet, Mate & Marry

40. This log-in looked at dating & relationships, marriage & singleness, and the pressure to be in a relationship.

41. This log-in produced the following resolutions to Children’s & Youth Assembly 2012:

We recommend that at next year’s Youth Assembly there is space to discuss the subject of dating non-Christians.
We recommend that at next year’s Youth Assembly there is space to discuss the subject of friendships.
We recommend that at next year’s Youth Assembly there is space to discuss the subject of homosexuality and same-sex couples.
42. This log-in produced the following resolution for the 14-17 delegates:

We recommend that in feeding back to their districts and churches, Youth Assembly delegates are encouraged to start conversations about how to address the gender imbalance in churches.
Building on last year, we continue to encourage churches to provide safe-space for young people to talk about sex and relationships and we recognise the need for training to equip youth workers for this task; we would like this to be reflected in the Youth Assembly report to the Conference.
Future Shock 2

43. This was the follow up to the Future Shock workshop that took place at Methodist Youth Assembly 2010, it was included again this year because it was felt that there was even more to cover than we did last year. The workshop was an opportunity to discuss the future and the fears, excitement and pressures that accompany that; the people we trust, support structures that are in place and where our priorities should lie.

44. This workshop produced the following resolution to Children’s & Youth Assembly 2012:

We recommend that next year’s Youth Assembly again provides space to discuss this subject, with a slightly different focus on peer mentoring, role models and their stories.

45. This workshop produced the following resolution for the 14-17 delegates:

We recognise the value of peer mentoring and would encourage local churches to explore introducing this service for young people. We would like this reflected in the Youth Assembly report to the Conference.

Injustice & Violence

46. War is always a popular discussion topic because of the wide ranging opinions on the subject, and this workshop was an opportunity to explore some of those. In particular they looked at issues to do with fairness – the unequal treatment of people for arbitrary reasons; whether war can ever be just, and what are the requirements if it is; and finally whether violence ever serves a purpose other than to cause more violence.

47. This log-in felt that it would not be appropriate to bring forward any resolutions, this session was seen more as a space for discussion than for any forced outcome.

Not In My Name

48. Not in my name was a campaign that came about as a response to the August 2011 riots, and it was felt that it would be appropriate to give young people space to discuss this issue at 3Generate. In particular, what were the causes and who were the participants; how can we stop it happening again, and how we can use the events as something positive to build better communities with hope for the future.

49. Again, this log-in did not bring forward any resolutions. We felt it was more important just to provide a space where delegates could share their views and hear the opinions of others, therefore the emphasis was on reflection and discussion rather than creating any resolutions.

Climate Change; you, me and the world’s poorest people

50. This session was an opportunity to discuss some of the issues we are currently facing to do with climate change, and some of the ways in which we can help shape the future.

51. This workshop produced the following resolution to Children’s & Youth Assembly 2012:

We recommend that at next year’s Youth Assembly there is space to discuss the Conference Report, ‘Hope in God’s Future’, and an open discussion of the different perspectives of climate change.
Feedback from Young People

52. Again, we got some really positive feedback from the young people who attended.

They welcomed the “chance to talk with other Christian young people”, and appreciated “the amazing leaders who bothered to listen!”. It has also had a big impact on the lives of a lot of the young people who attended;

“It’s given me assurance that there are plenty of other passionate youth in the Methodist Church and given me a new spark to help renew the Church and make a difference in any way I can.”
“My faith has grown and been revived!”
“It’s made me more confident to show others I’m a Christian. I’m going to try and understand my church’s views more.”
18+ Age Stream

Aim

53. Generate 18+ will meet to work together on ways they wish to change and challenge the Church and the world around them. They will shape the event to meet their needs and those they see in the world. It’s also a time to make new friends, have fun, find support, explore what it means to worship together, develop leadership skills, learn more about yourself, others and the world.

54. Each session of the Assembly should be supported by the Connexional Team so that it can relate to the Conference in appropriate ways for that age stream, with a view to the 18+ stream being able to engage with adults and participate in the normal processes and structures of the Church at local, circuit and district levels and in the Conference itself. By the time people reach 18, they can have a direct impact on the Methodist Conference without having to go through the Youth Assembly route. The big emphasis on the 18+ session was to try and empower young people in this age group to go and challenge the Church, and the world, for themselves.

Workshops

55. As with the 14-17s stream, the 18+ session included a wide range of workshops run by a peer facilitator and an ‘expert’. The aim of each session was to inform delegates on the subject and begin to think about outcomes to challenge and change the world and the Church. The style was participatory, trying to involve all learning styles.

How to Challenge and Change the Church – a Methodist revolution!

56. For many people, young and old, the structures of the Methodist Church can be baffling. The voice of young people in the Methodist Church is growing, and to make that voice effective in challenging and changing the Church, the skills and knowledge need to be in place.

57. The aim of this session was to equip people with the knowledge they need, and discuss ways of supporting each other when we go back to our local churches where maybe there are not  so many young people. The experiences of those currently involved in these structures, ‘experts’ from the Connexional Team and the wider Church were used to deliver this workshop.

58. This workshop discussed the possibility of a support network for young people who want to get involved.

59. One young person said, “The session on challenging and changing the church: could have stayed another hour! Fab participation.”
Challenging Stereotypes

60. The world we live in is full of stereotypes; ‘women drivers are terrible’, ‘teenagers are defiant’, ‘Christians never have problems’, to name but a few.

61. This session looked at how these stereotypes came about, and how they can be challenged and changed.

Where Do We Stand On...? (Sofa chat)

62. The Methodist Church is a hugely diverse Church, so often it can be difficult to know what it thinks about some of these contentious issues. The purpose of these sessions was to inform people on what the Church thinks and why.

63. One young person said, “The sofa chat was awesome, please make it a regular thing!” Another said, “Thank you for the sofa session – incredible.”
Twenty First Century Ethical Choices

64. God calls us all to live ethical lives, but we face a number of challenges in doing that as we live in a much ‘smaller’ world; 24 hour news, social networking etc, means that we can almost instantly be in touch with someone on the other side of the world.

65. All the decisions we make have some impact on someone else; and this session aimed to explore why our choices matter and to share some experiences, tips and frustrations people have.

66. This session called for an ongoing conversation between JPIT and the Children & Youth Team to develop further ways to challenge young people on how we can make ethical choices.

Exploring Worship

67. In recent years, many of our ideas about faith have evolved and changed drastically. Our theology, the way we do things and our view on worship is changing. In the past, the view was that worship was just about the hour or two you spent in church on a Sunday morning. Now, we see a movement to make our whole lives worship, devote our whole lives to Jesus and live in a way that he wants us to. 
68. This session was split into two parts; first looking at ‘What is Worship?’, then looking at how we can practically make that work in our lives.
69. It challenged us to think about how we have authentic worship, and how we can empower young people to innovate worship.

Theological Conflict

70. How do you react to a room full of Christians who all differ in Christian denomination? This can prove a difficult situation to handle, but they can be great opportunities to understand other people’s perspectives on certain issues.

71. The aim of this session was to offer help and encouragement in dealing with these sometimes tricky situations and to see the positives in them.

Contemporary Mission

72. This session looked at the challenge we face as a Church to encourage, enable and support each other; as God calls each of us to become followers of Jesus Christ, grow as disciples, and respond to his call.

73. This session was also the 18+ stream’s opportunity to respond to the Fruitful Field consultation. The feedback from the session was typed up and then contributed to the consultation, and a number of Fruitful Field booklets were handed out to young people for them to make their own, personal responses.

Feedback from Young People

74. Some comments from the 3Generate 18+ delegates:
“It really helped build my faith”
“I feel better and closer to God now”
“It helped me personally to talk to other people of my age and realise I’m not the only one”
“It was helpful to allow us to tackle ‘adult issues’ and recognise our ability to really change things”
“It was helpful to meet new people and share stories and faith”
“I know I can make a difference and small things can make big changes, and I have grown as a person”
“This has been the best MYA, and one of the best Methodist weekends I’ve ever been to”.
***RESOLUTIONS
2/1. 
The Conference received the Report.

2/2.
The Conference urged the whole Church to encourage children and young people to become part of the Children & Youth Assembly.
2/3.
The Conference directed the Methodist Council to seek ways to communicate the ongoing work of the Assembly to children and young people throughout the year.
2/4.
The Conference directed the Synods to ensure that they provide opportunities in the life of the District for promotion of the work of the Children and Youth Assembly.
2/5.
The Conference encouraged Local Churches, Circuits and Districts to enable the involvement of children and young people in decision making processes by listening to stories of how participation has already been achieved.
