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1. General Report
1.1 The context within which MHA operates is marked by uncertainty, with a Government White Paper forthcoming which is unlikely to reflect many of the key findings of the Dilnot Commission on the Funding of Care and Support published in July 2011. Furthermore, the past year has seen a succession of events and reports which have given the public a very low view of social care in general and elder care in particular.
1.2 One such story was the demise of Southern Cross in autumn 2011, then the largest care home provider in the UK. However, as a direct result MHA was able to acquire 18 of these homes on a leasehold basis, bringing the number of older people resident in MHA’s care homes to over 4,000. The acquisition has been a challenge and major undertaking:  but the welcome from the residents, relatives and staff members of the new homes to the benefits of being part of MHA reflects the view that it was a good and worthwhile extension of MHA’s work.
1.3
We have continued to extend the range of services available to older people, through development and acquisition, as well as working to ensure that existing MHA services are appropriate to the needs of today’s older people. Acquisitions include two homes in South Yorkshire and a development of retirement apartments in Leicestershire. Major refurbishments and redevelopments have been concluded at our care homes at Kenbrook in Middlesex and Alexandra House in Dovercourt, while they continue at Langholme in Falmouth. New developments include the re-provision of care homes at Leicester and Liverpool and the apartments for sale or for rent for independent living with care at Ben Rhydding near Ilkley. Several other projects of varying sizes are in development – the largest being at Chippenham in Wiltshire.
1.4 At Auchlochan Garden Village in Scotland, major work has been completed with an additional 24 apartments and the opening of a new Village Centre.
1.5 We have continued to introduce additional services to many of our existing housing and community schemes, as well as exploring various models for extending our Live at Home provision and developing ways of using our residential facilities as the base for new forms of community outreach.
1.6 Supporting the spiritual needs of older people remains at the heart of MHA’s work, and the role of our chaplains continues to grow and develop. The contribution of chaplains is valued by residents and staff alike, and is also acknowledged by external inspectors as making a significant impact on the life of MHA’s communities.
1.7 MHA continues to develop staff members and encourage everyone to be involved in enabling residents to experience stimulation and enjoyment from personal care and daily routines in residential settings.
1.8 In addition to our dedicated staff, MHA also benefits from the contribution of around 4,000 volunteers, many of whom come from the local churches and we give thanks for all that they bring to our work.
1.9 We are also grateful for the charitable income which we receive and which is vital to the continuation of our work.  Legacy donations make up the majority of our charitable income but we have also continued to benefit from an increase in regular, monthly giving by many of our supporters. 
1.10 Methodist Homes Sunday in 2011 raised in excess of £230,000, for which we offer grateful thanks. The date of MHA Sunday 2013 has been fixed for Sunday 9 June, although as always it can be moved to suit local circumstances. Worship materials will once again be produced and distributed with the winter edition of Heart and Soul and through Circuit Local Preachers’ Secretaries.
1.11 The latest audited accounts are available on request from Head Office. The indications from the unaudited accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2012 indicate that MHA’s finances are in a most satisfactory position, which has enabled us to plan for the future with confidence.
2 Church appointment to the Boards of MHA

2.1
In accordance with SO 241, we ask the Conference to continue to recognise Keith Salsbury as the Church’s nominated Board member.  Keith is MHA’s Chair, first nominated by the Church in 2011.

***RESOLUTIONS
15/1.
The Conference received the General Report of Methodist Homes.
15/2.
The Conference confirmed Keith Salsbury as the Conference’s nominee to the Board of MHA under Standing Order 241.
