67.
Nomination of the Assistant Secretary of the Conference
***RESOLUTION

67/1.
The Conference appointed the Revd Gareth J Powell as the Assistant Secretary of the Conference for a period of six years from 1 September 2011.

Reasoned Statement
The Revd Gareth J Powell
Gareth Powell became the President’s Assistant in 2009 and in that role covered some of the work for the officer for Legal and Constitutional Practice, located in the Governance Support Cluster. He quickly grasped complex issues, undertaking his work in a way that engendered confidence, trust and respect. He was then appointed to the Cluster as a member of the Connexional Team for a period of six years, taking up particular responsibilities for complaints and discipline procedures, facilitating various processes including resignations and reinstatements of ministers, and district chair nomination procedures. In light of changes to the staffing of the Cluster he has also served as Head of Governance Support. These roles have involved work at recent Methodist Conferences deputising for and augmenting the work of Conference officers.  Again, in relation to these varied and challenging roles, Gareth has worked with high professionalism, accuracy and grace.
Gareth Powell also brings wide experience to a role requiring not only precise expertise but also broad generic knowledge. After training at the Queen’s College, Birmingham he was appointed to the Coventry Circuit then the Cardiff Circuit. Between 2002 and 2008 he served as the Chaplain at the University of Cardiff. Alongside this he served as the Ecumenical Officer of the Methodist Church in Wales, and until very recently was Co-Chair of the Methodist Anglican Panel for Mission and Unity, is a member of the Faith and Order Committee, and has represented the Conference on International Ecumenical Dialogue.

The role of Governance Support in relation to continuing change in our Connexion is a vital one, requiring healthy multiple relationships, integrated working and the ability to properly hold together best practice with holy risk-taking. The Council believes that the Revd Gareth Powell has the gifts, skills and aptitude to serve as the Assistant Secretary of the Conference at this time of challenge and change in the life of our Connexion and recommends him wholeheartedly.
***RESOLUTION

67/2.  
The Conference expressed its profound gratitude to The Revd Kenneth G Howcroft for the faithfulness, dedication and effectiveness with which he has exercised his ministry as Assistant Secretary of the Conference and wishes him God’s rich blessing as he continues his ministry in his new appointment as a disciple and presbyter of Christ.

Reasoned Statement

The Revd Kenneth G Howcroft
Ken Howcroft has served as Assistant Secretary of the Conference for seven years. During a period which has witnessed continuing and considerable change, and during which he has served and continues to serve in other, additional roles in the Connexional Team, Ken has served as Assistant Secretary with competence and total commitment to the Conference, often at considerable personal cost.  His collegiality, professionalism, helpfulness, cheerfulness, sense of humour and good grace are widely acknowledged by those with and among whom he works. His theological acumen is coupled with a comprehensive and practical knowledge of Methodism.  This he combines with a formidable expertise in summarising debates and formulating appropriate statements and reports.  Such gifts greatly benefit the Conference and the Connexion as a whole.  He is a careful listener and his pastoral care for those he deals with in a variety of contexts is greatly appreciated.  

Since 2008 Ken has also served as National Ecumenical Officer and now serves as Co-Convener of the Joint Implementation Committee.  He has brought to that role a clear grasp of contemporary ecumenical developments.  His ability in this role is much appreciated and respected by ecumenical partners as he articulates a clear explanation of Methodist theology, polity and spirituality.

