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The Work of the Faith and Order Committee 2010-11

The Faith and Order Committee offers both theological scrutiny for the work of the Connexional Team and the Conference, as well as theological consultation for work being conducted throughout the Connexion under the guidance of Standing Order 330.  The Committee is supported by a Connexion-wide Network of Methodist people who volunteer their skills and expertise to support the work of the Committee. Assisted also by members of the Connexional Team and many other people across the Connexion, the Committee consults widely, drafts, scrutinises and comments on reports from its own members or from other parts of the Methodist Church, makes recommendations to the Council and the Conference, offers advice on issues related to the Faith and Order of the Methodist Church and reports directly to the Methodist Conference.  

In its report, the Committee outlines the main areas in which it has been working during the present connexional year.  

The report is split into four parts: 

Part 1, in volume 1 of the agenda, focuses on:

· Section A: Ways of working: some mid-term changes to Network structures
· Section B: Responses requested by the Conference
· Section C: Ordination services: use of presbyteral and diaconal ordinals
Part 2, in the same volume, presents a draft Conference Statement on the Theology of Pastoral Care

Part 3, in volume 2 of the agenda, focuses on:

· Response to issues relating to the reaffirmation of baptismal vows
Part 4 recommends to the Conference the membership of the Faith and Order Committee for 2011-2012.  

Part I

Section A

1.
Ways of Working

1.1
Throughout the development of the Network since 2008, the Committee has regularly reviewed the advantages and disadvantages of the new structures in order to meet the aims and objectives of the Faith and Order Committee.  As a result, the Faith and Order Committee proposes a number of changes, including:

· amending the structure of the Network, by reducing the number of Resource Groups;
· clarifying the role and function of the Resource Groups;
· clarifying the roles of those who serve on the Committee and in the Network;
· opening up more places on the Faith and Order Committee for members who are not convenors of Resource Groups;
· providing a more rigorous process for appointing new members of the Network and for proposing names to the Conference for appointment to the Committee, including changes to appropriate paperwork.  The Committee has continued its conversations with Equality and Diversity Officers and the Belonging Together Project to establish even wider diversity and representation throughout all aspects of the Network. 

1.2
From September 2011, the Committee will be assisted in its work by a consultative Network made up of six Resource Groups, each with a convenor who will sit on the main committee: 

· Bible;
· Ecumenism and Inter Faith Relations; 

· Methodist Theology;
· Ministry and Mission;
· Social and Political Issues;
· Worship and Liturgy.
1.3
The Faith and Order Committee meets three times a year (immediately after the Conference, in late autumn, and in early spring).  The Resource Groups normally handle work electronically, although there is provision for occasional meeting of the Resource Groups in person where workload or specific projects require this method of working.  The Resource Groups and Committee normally work to the following timetable to allow appropriate time to distribute material, comment, collate comments and report back:

· Work submitted to the Faith and Order Committee for scrutiny will normally take one calendar month to complete.

· Work developed by the Resource Groups will normally be completed within three months.

1.4
All reports, questions and communication to the Committee should be sent in the first instance to the Secretary of the Committee.

1.5
At our recent meeting of the Committee, thanks were expressed to the Revd Dr Jane Craske who has served the Committee as Chair for the last five years.  The Committee also expresses its thanks to other members of the Committee who will be standing down at this year’s Conference.  We are pleased to recommend that the Conference appoints Professor Judith Lieu to be Chair of the Faith and Order Committee from Conference 2012.  We further recommend that the Conference appoints the Revd David Deeks to be Chair of the Committee for the period from Conference 2011 to Conference 2012. These names will be included in the recommendations to the Conference for the appointment of committees and will be accompanied by the appropriate reasoned statements.
1.6
The Committee has met three times since the Conference of 2010 – in July for a one-day meeting to establish items for consideration through the year; in November for a 24-hour residential meeting in London; and in March for a 24-hour residential meeting in Leeds. At its meeting in November, the Committee was pleased to welcome the Revd Betty Gamble from the United Methodist Church as part of a regular pattern of exchange between Faith and Order Committees within our two Churches.

1.7
The Committee has maintained its active links with many other bodies internal and external to the Methodist Church (Church of England Liturgical Commission (CELC), Methodist Anglican Panel for Unity in Mission (MAPUM), Churches Together in England - Theology and Unity Group (CTE-TUG), European Methodist Theological Commission (EMTC), Faith and Order Commission [of the Church of England] (FAOC), Joint Implementation Committee (JIC) and the Joint Liturgical Group (JLG)).  

1.8
The Committee will meet jointly with the Church of England’s Faith and Order Commission at Launde Abbey in September 2011.
*** RESOLUTION 

(Daily Record 5/23/1)
6/1.
The Conference received Section A of the Report.
The Conference referred the questions raised in Section C of the report to the Faith and Order Committee.

Section B

2.
Responses requested by the Conference

2.1
The Committee has been working on a number of responses to specific Conference resolutions:
2.2
Pastoral Care Working Party (Resolution 13/9, Conference 2008) 

One of the resolutions following the report On Integrity and Skill requested the Faith and Order Committee to develop a statement on the theology of pastoral care in the Methodist Church.  The Committee issued an initial paper to the 2009 Conference outlining its proposal to develop the draft statement.  This statement has now been drafted and can be found in Section C of this report.

2.3
Christian Zionism (Resolution 14/5, Conference 2010)
The Faith and Order Committee is involved in putting together a discussion paper outlining the theological issues arising from report Justice for Palestine and Israel received by the 2010 Conference, including reflections on Christian Zionism.  Much of the early work in preparing this document has been gathering information from interested parties and encouraging confidence in the project.  The drafting process will be undertaken in the next connexional year.

2.4
Resource on Cohabitation (resolution 17/4, Conference 2010)
An amendment to this resolution at the 2010 Portsmouth Conference asked the Faith and Order Committee to work together with the Youth Assembly in “resourcing discussions on cohabitation” and to report back to the 2011 Conference.  Over the last year, in consultation with and with considerable help from the Youth Participation Scheme, the Committee has:

· provided theological facilitators for the 2010 Youth Assembly to discuss this subject area with the young people;
· drafted a resource on cohabitation;
· collaborated with the Youth Participation team to have this resource reviewed by a number of young people.

The resource is now undergoing a second stage of drafting.  Once completed, conversations will be held with the Youth Participation team and Publishing/Communications team concerning how this resource might best be shared more widely within the Methodist Church. Further work on this issue at the next Youth Assembly is being discussed.

2.5
Joint Anglican Methodist Working Party on the Ecclesiology of Emerging Expressions of Church 

This joint working party with the Faith and Order Commission of the Church of England (FAOC) is currently developing a final draft of its report.  The draft will be submitted to scrutiny bodies in early autumn 2011 in order to allow the final text to be published early in 2012.  It is the intention of the working party to offer the report to the General Synod and the Methodist Conference in the summer of 2012.

2.6
Eucharistic Presidency

Last year’s Faith and Order Report to the Conference offered a draft version of a report on Eucharistic Presidency and the Conference commended this report to the Districts for study and comment.  The Committee was pleased to receive some feedback from the wider Connexion and continues to review the draft report.  However, throughout the development of this document, we have been aware of the need to consult properly with the Methodist Diaconal Order, the Authorisations Committee and other bodies within the life of the Church.  They key opportunity for consultation with the Methodist Diaconal Order is Convocation where the report can be fully discussed and where there can be further reflection on the theology and practice of Holy Communion in the Methodist Church.  However, the timing of Convocation would not allow for the feedback to be integrated into a report to this year’s Conference and therefore the Committee has decided it must hold back this report until the 2012 Conference.

2.7
Standing Order 050 and Membership (Resolution 15/2, Conference 2010):

In response to the Faith and Order Committee’s report to the 2010 Conference, the Secretary of Conference has drawn together a small group to look at the integration of discussions around membership and the connexional focus on discipleship.  This work is still at an initial stage but will incorporate reflection on the training implications of the revised Standing Order.  The group consists of members of the Faith and Order Committee, Fresh Ways Working Group, and several areas of the Connexional Team including: Evangelism, Spirituality and Discipleship; Communications; Publications; and Discipleship and Ministries.

2.8
Equality and Diversity

The Committee has continued to work with the Equality and Diversity officers to develop the structure outlined in its report to the Council and the Conference in 2010.  This work has sometimes been challenging.  The Committee continues to provide support to the work and it is expected that progress on this area of work will have been achieved by the 2011 Conference .

2.9
Deferred Special Resolution on Clause 4
The 2010 Conference began the process of amending the doctrinal clause of the Deed of Union (Clause 4), making slight changes to clarify the term ‘minister’. The Committee will make a formal response to the current proposals in the second year of the review process, ie in the next connexional year.  

3.
Working Parties and Ecumenical Joint Projects:

The Faith and Order committee has developed and is currently engaged in the following working parties and joint projects:
· Joint Anglican Methodist Working Party on the Ecclesiology of Emerging Expressions of Church (JAMWPEEEC)
· Proposed Joint meeting of F&O and FAOC, September 2011
4.
Scrutiny and Consultancy Work

4.1
The Committee is asked to consult on a number of issues both within the work of the Connexional Team and also through the wider Connexion.  Some of this consultation is a request for Faith and Order input into the drafting of reports and the Committee is eager to offer such assistance where the resources of the Network allow.  However, between meetings of the Committee, the Secretary acts as Executive Officer for the Committee, receiving requests from members of the Team to offer specific responses to queries on the faith and order status of publications, liturgies, requests for use of buildings, amongst others. Normally, the Secretary will draw on the expertise of the rest of the Committee or a small group from the Committee, appropriate members of the Connexional Team (especially the Governance Support Cluster), and those working in the relevant field across the Connexion, via email or phone, and offers a response to the issue raised.  

4.2
During the present connexional year, the Committee has engaged with the following issues/projects/Council papers, offering specific responses to paperwork, continuing involvement in the support of a working group, or commentary on the development of reports.  Where appropriate, specific responses have been sent either to the Cluster Head/Strategic Leader, or directly to the authors of specific reports, or to those providing the lead in these areas of work: 

· 'Twitter Communion';
· Epworth Press;
· Singing the Faith;
· Discipleship/Biblefresh;
· Diaconal Conversations (JIC);
· Enquiries concerning Christian Zionism;
· Transfer of Minister requests;
· Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows (see Part II);
· Candidating Selection Criteria;
· ‘Talking of God’ course;
· Publications;
· Local Unity in Mission Report from MAPUM;
· Membership; 

· Senior Leadership;
· Annual/Ministerial Development Review and preparations for new scheme;
· Poverty (Joint Public Issues Team);
· Hope in God’s Future Statement review process;
· Signalling Vocation: Possible Clause 4 Amendment;
· Fresh Ways Working Group;
· Faith and Work Papers – Philip Bee as F&O representative;
· Projects  - in development or under review

· VentureFX

· Inter Faith Relations

· Women’s Network

· Chaplaincy – Andrew Sails as F&O representative

· Belonging Together – Sylvester Deigh as F&O representative

· Education Commission – Luke Curran as F&O representative

· Missing Generation.
***RESOLUTION 

6/2.
The Conference received Section B of the Report.
Section C 
Ordination services: use of presbyteral and diaconal ordinals
The following Notice of Motion (224) was adopted by the Wolverhampton Conference in 2009:

Notice of Motion 224: Combined Act of Worship for Ordination Services


The Conference, noting that:


i)       for various reasons and in particular circumstances it has been, is, and probably will be desirable for ordinand deacons and ordinand presbyters to be ordained in one act of worship; and


ii)     such a service took place at a previous Conference;


directs the Faith and Order Committee, in consultation with the Conference Diaconal Committee, the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order, and the Methodist Council to explore the possibility of a suitable Order of Service for such an occasion and report to the Conference in 2010.


The Conference adopted the Motion. 
1.
In July 2009, the Faith and Order Committee instructed its Worship and Liturgy Resource Group to explore what would be necessary to deliver a combined ordination service and this matter was put into action alongside ongoing consultation with those organising the Ordination Services for 2010, with the Discipleship and Ministries Cluster and with the Methodist Diaconal Order. Progress was reported to the Methodist Council.

2.
In July 2010, the Conference received the following comment as part of the Faith and Order Report:

2.2
Draft Service for the Ordination of Presbyters and Deacons

This document was drafted within the Worship and Liturgy Resource Group but after considerable alteration by the Main Committee and in consultation with the Methodist Diaconal Order, the Discipleship and Ministries Cluster and the Governance Support Cluster, a final version was agreed in March 2010. This service will be held at Winchester Cathedral on the opening Sunday of the Conference. The Committee is happy to receive comments on the service from those who were present or who took some part in it. The Committee remains somewhat divided with some members of the Committee welcoming this pragmatic response to ordinands’ personal situations and others preferring to keep the Ordinals separate. It is likely that this range of views represents a wider range across the Connexion, upon which Conference may choose to comment.

3.

A joint service, where both deacons and presbyters were ordained separately but at the same service was held at Winchester Cathedral in June 2010.  Comments received after the Winchester service have made a number of points:

· a positive reaction to the service which was well handled

· a more reserved response which suggested the service was too long and caused some confusion between different orders of ministry

· a negative feeling concerning the lack of ‘family-orientated’ nature of such a long service in such a formal environment

· some questioning of the rationale for the service in that:

· one reason for the service was to allow ordinands to different orders supporting one another

· but that is not realistic since each ordinand was involved in their own ordination elsewhere in the church
4.
The Committee continues to have concerns about the theological and liturgical appropriateness of a combined ordination, even though it is clear that there will continue to be a pastoral argument for joint ordination services to be held in the future since there will be people related/married to each other to be ordained deacon or presbyter respectively at the same Conference for a number of years to come.
5.
However, the Committee considered whether all ordinations had to be at the same time, or whether there was a flexibility about having services at different times.  It is only recently that services have tended to be held at the same or similar times.  Ordination services happening at different times would have a number of benefits:

· maintain the distinctiveness of our orders, giving proper attention to the specific characteristics of ordination to the diaconate or presbyterate both through the liturgy but also through hymnody, Scripture reading and preaching;
· give the Methodist people more opportunities to attend an ordination service;
· services would be shorter and possibly more ‘child-friendly’, although we are aware that young families might find two ordination services in one day or over a couple of days to be too much.

6.
Other considerations have been expressed.
· Ecumenically, few Churches operate combined ordinations.  Where this was previous practice, most churches have decided to separate out ordinations into separate services.

· This is about the Church ordaining its ministers and, therefore, family considerations are secondary.

· ‘Families’ for ordinands must include consideration of not only young children but also family members of all ages and abilities, including elderly relatives 
7.
It is clear that the pastoral care of ordinands and their families is important around the time of ordination.  In some way, we want to maximise the opportunity for families where two members are being ordained at the same time (not necessarily spouses) to support both family members.  However, the Faith and Order Committee is firmly of the mind that we need to preserve and celebrate the distinctiveness of the two complimentary orders of ministry.
*** RESOLUTION
6/3.
The Conference directed that ordinands shall be ordained using the existing Ordinals, one for Deacons and one for Presbyters.

