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Basic Information

	 Title
	Managing Trustees of the New Room Bristol (Wesley’s Chapel)

	Contact Name and Details
	Jenny Carpenter | Secretary to the Trustees
Jennyc106@btinternet.com  |  0114 234 1177

	Status of Paper
	Annual report

	Resolution/s
	55/1. 
The Conference receives the Report 

55/2.
In accordance with Standing Order 220, the Conference appoints the following as the managing trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust  for the connexional year 2011/2012 as set out in the report. 
55/3.
The Conference accepts the Statement of Financial Activity for John Wesley’s  Chapel,  Bristol, for the year ending 31 August 2010.  


n.b. the Statement of Financial Activity was not available at the time of printing and will be placed on the Order Paper. 



Summary of Content

	Subject and Aims


	This report enables the Conference to exercise its responsibility to appoint the managing trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust.

	Background Context and Relevant Documents (with function)
	N/A


	Impact
	The appointment of trustees and the provision of further appointments prior to the 2012 Conference contributes to the good governance of the Trust.

	Risk
	N/A


Managing Trustees of the New Room Bristol (Wesley’s Chapel)
1. The John Wesley’s Chapel Trust, Bristol, has now become a charity in its own right, Registered Charity No. 1137957.  The desirability of being registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee is also being explored.  The Trust comprises No. 36 The Horsefair (the Chapel and Preachers rooms) and 2 properties at 4 and 5 Charles Street  (Charles Wesley’s House and the adjoining property).
2. In no way are these changes designed to lessen the sense of ownership by the Methodist people for this unique inheritance. During the last year links with the Korean Methodist Church have been strengthened and the Manager carried out a successful promotional tour visiting churches and universities in the north-east part of the United States. He plans a further visit to sites in the south-eastern states in autumn 2011. 
3. 
At home, the New Room is increasingly being recognised as a potential hub of the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit and as a key element of Sacred Bristol, a local tourism partnership. The recognition by the Bristol District of the mission potential of the New Room  and the assurance from the Methodist Heritage Committee and the Methodist Council that it is hoped that continued central funding is in place for a curator/ manager post gives the Trustees confidence to press ahead with proposals for a major development scheme on the Horsefair courtyard. This follows on from the successful ’greening‘ of the Broadmead courtyard, opened on 24 May 2011, Wesley Day.

4.
The Trustees have made no secret of their desire to accommodate the historic library from Wesley College, Bristol. This would augment the library already at the New Room and retain a valuable reference, training and research facility at a convenient location in the South-West. It would also strengthen the case for a substantial development on the Horsefair Courtyard, which, within a largely glazed structure, would maintain the Charles Wesley statue as a focal point.  It would also provide lift access to the preachers’ rooms, create much-needed toilet and kitchen facilities, office and storage that would enable redevelopment of the museum area, and create additional offices and meeting rooms as a future source of income. This would allow the preachers’ rooms to come into their own and the museum aspect of the New Room to be addressed more professionally. It would also make the chapel premises a more desirable location for concerts and exhibitions and arguably would improve the northern elevation of the building, allowing for removal of unsightly pipework and blown render and the covering over of the external Wesley’s Passage. 

5. 
Design concepts have been aired with the Methodist Listed Buildings Advisory Committee and with the City Council (as both adjoining owner and planning authority), but the scheme cannot be advanced until it is known whether the Church is willing to retain the Wesley College library in Bristol.  Attention is already been given to sourcing major funding for this project from both UK and World Methodist bodies, trusts and individuals.  It is clear that substantial funding from Methodism will be needed if there is to be any hope of persuading other major funders to contribute.

6. 
Sadly, Mr John Powlesland has had to resign as Hon Treasurer, following a stroke. We are very sorry to be losing such a talented and hardworking treasurer.  The Trustees are nominating Mr Peter Knowles as a new trustee who will also serve as Hon Treasurer in succession to Mr John Powlesland.  Peter Knowles has been assisting David Worthington with administration on a voluntary basis for a few months. He has dealt with company finance at a senior management level.
7.
The Revd Gordon James is retiring as Deputy Warden. He has been indefatigable in the moving and fitting out of the shop, producing promotional resources using his considerable computer skills and arranging for the re-instatement of a plaque commemorating the long period of the New Room’s occupation by the Welsh Calvinist congregation, unveiled on St David’s Day. Trustees bring the name of the Revd Phillip Hewett as his replacement from 1 September 2011. Revd Phillip Hewett was educated at Shebbear College and served an apprenticeship at Bristol Aeroplane Company. After qualifying as a chartered engineer he worked for the Wessex Water Authority and the National Rivers Authority (Wessex Region) from 1988 /1993. He began training for the ministry in 1991 and worked as a part-time layworker at Walcot in Bath. Concurrently he served as a minister in local appointment in the Bristol South Circuit. After ordination in 1995 he moved to London, having charge of two inner city churches, Stockwell and Springfield, where he initiated two building schemes and also served as a part-time hospital chaplain and a school governor.  After a year as an active supernumerary in Selsey, Phil and his wife moved to Keynsham.  For three years he had pastoral charge of Congresbury and finally retired in 2008. They worship at Victoria Methodist Church, Keynsham.  Phil has long shown a deep interest in the life of the New Room.
	8.     Statement of Financial Activity for the year ending 31st August 2010

	Income and Expenditure

	Incoming Resources
	
	Resources Expended

	Donations etc
	56154     
	
	Salaries etc
	26506

	Sale of Goods etc
	13119
	
	Maintenance of Property
	43848

	Investments, Interest
	7516
	
	Administration
	5430

	Rent
	21300
	
	Other
	29893

	Other
	15849
	
	Net incoming Resources
	8261

	Total
	113938
	
	Total
	113938

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance on Hand
	
	
	
	

	Balance as at 1 September 2009
	105268
	
	

	Plus Net Incoming Resources
	8261
	
	

	Balance as at 31 August 2010
	113529
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Sheet
	
	
	
	

	Fixed Assets
	204390
	
	Current Liabilities
	1493

	Current Assets
	118666
	
	Total Assets
	321563

	Total
	323056
	
	Total
	323056


*** RESOLUTIONS: (Daily Record 8/38/1-3)

55/1.
The Conference received the Report 
55/2.
In accordance with Standing Order 220, the Conference appointed the following as the managing trustees of John Wesley’s Chapel Trust  for the connexional year 2011/2012 :
The Revd  A  Ward Jones (Chair, Bristol District) as Chair, The Revd Dr Jonathan H Pye (Principal of Wesley College, Bristol, as Vice Chair), Mr Peter Knowles (Hon Treasurer), Mr Gary M Best (Warden), The Revd  Phillip Hewett (Deputy Warden), The Revd  David G Weeks (Chaplain), Ms  Jane Allin, Mr  T David Bainbridge (Property Secretary), Mr David G Baker, Mrs Clare Campion-Smith, Mrs  Jennifer M Carpenter (Hon. Sec.), Mr Philip Carter (Director of Music), Mr Stephen Duckworth, Dr James Gibbs, Mrs. Constance Gould (Coordinator of volunteers), Mrs  Barbara Hickling (Hon Sec of Friends of  the New Room), Mr Martin R Hunt, Mrs Rachel Newton,  The Revd  Colin C Short (appointed by Methodist Heritage Committee), The  Revd  Prebendary C  Norman Wallwork, Mr Robert and Mrs Maureen Wood (representing Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit ).

55/3.
The Conference accepted the Statement of Financial Activity for John Wesley’s  Chapel,  Bristol, for the year ending 31 August 2010.
