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Action for Children

A.
General report

1. 
Introduction

This year we have again provided members of the Conference with a printed copy of our Annual Report which was published in September 2010. It provides a snapshot of the wide range of services we currently provide and we invite the Conference to thank God for the values and commitment that still drive our work and for all that is being achieved through Action for Children’s work. 

The current economic situation has profoundly affected those who need our services. For Action for Children itself, it has brought an imperative to focus even more clearly on our priorities and core purpose: always to be there for the most vulnerable and neglected children, in local communities across all nations of the UK, both through our services and through campaigning for change. Our priority is to focus the resources available to the front line so that all our decisions and actions are governed by the imperative of making a positive difference in the lives of children and young people, ensuring that they are at the centre of all that we do.

2.
Making a difference together

We are deeply thankful to so many people who have supported the work of Action for Children. Our Methodist supporters have always been there for us – just as we try always to be there for the children and young people who need us most. Methodists regularly give of their time, their know-how, their energy and their prayers. We value our partnership together and in what follows, supplement the Annual Report with a brief update on the development of our partnership with the church.

We are also providing members of the Conference with a small pack of publications that update on our latest campaigns and will welcome feedback at the Action for Children stall.

3.  
Increasing partnership with the Methodist Church

During the last year we have developed our co-operation in areas that can be of mutual benefit. These have included: 

· our Public Policy team and the Joint Public Issues Team sharing briefings and working together to support campaigns to influence national governments

· co-production of Advent and Christmas worship resources

· engagement with the Methodist Youth Assembly

· co-operation around safeguarding policy and practice

· celebrating Action for Children Sunday and the centenary of our work in Wales

· supporting child care development beyond the UK through our International Partnership agreement with the World Church Relationships Team.

· better informing Districts about our project work

· support for fundraising activities through our Partnership Fundraising Team.

4.
My Action for Children

We launched the My Action for Children website (www.my.actionforchildren.org.uk) in February 2011. It enables supporters to identify projects that are close to their home or heart and to see how their financial support is making a practical difference in the lives of children and young people. We realise that many Methodist supporters have been requesting this sort of resource for some years and we are encouraged by the response to the launch.

5.
Be Remembered 

By leaving a gift in your will to Action for Children, the Children's Charity of the Methodist Church, your legacy could live on in the life of a vulnerable young child, and help us fulfill our pledge to be there the most vulnerable and neglected children for as long as it takes. Over the years many Methodists have taken the opportunity to support our work in this way and we have recently produced a range of legacy materials designed to explain the legacy need and to make it easy for people to leave us a gift in their will. We would really appreciate it if you could remember Action for Children in your own will and encourage others to do the same.

6.
International partnership work

Working in a creative partnership with the World Church Relationships Office of the Methodist Church has enabled us to support child care work through partnerships with Methodist Churches in southern Africa, Zimbabwe and Belize. The partnership strategy agreed by the Council of Action for Children and the Methodist Council enables us to make the best use of our joint knowledge and experience, so we can support locally delivered services as effectively as possible.

7.
Conference workshop in partnership with Methodist Homes

We are pleased to be working for the first time this year with colleagues from Methodist Homes to provide a workshop for Conference representatives on the Saturday morning of the Conference. The workshop arises from our joint desire to share in an interactive way with Conference representatives something of our insights and distinctive perspectives on contemporary British society, and we hope we can develop such engagement creatively in future years.

8.
Going forward
The neglect appeal, launched in October 2009 has been raising awareness of neglect and what can be done about it as well as raising money for new and innovative services to tackle it. Methodists have been in the forefront of this work. The changes required to really move this work forward are complex and long term. In the next phase of this work we want to reach many more children experiencing neglect and we want to develop networks of support for this. As one of our key networks we look forward to us working together with the Methodist people towards a society transformed so that a positive childhood becomes the norm and neglect becomes the exception. 

***RESOLUTIONS (Daily Record 8/31).

22/1.
The Conference received the General Report of Action for Children.

22/2.
The Conference noted that the trustees of Action for Children for the current year are:

•
Chair: Ms Pamela Chesters (2006)

•
Vice Chair: Mrs Catherine Dugmore (2006)

•
Methodist Church Appointee: Ms Ruby Beech (2008)


In addition, the following 11 people:
•
The Revd William Anderson (2005)
 

•
Mr Allan Burns (2010)

•
Mr Christopher Daws (2005)

•
Ms Nicky Douglas (2009)

•
Dr David Findley (2007)

•
Mr Gareth Matthewson (2008)

•
Mr Andrew McDonald (2007)

•
Mr Gerald Russell (2005)

•
Mrs Heather Schroeder (2008)

•
Mr Paul Snell (2009)

•
Mr Terence Wynn (2007)
