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	Under Standing Order 223 the Conference annually appoints the Managing Trustees of Westminster Central Hall, which is designated as conference property. 


Annual Report of the Managing Trustees of Central Hall Westminster 

Introduction
This Report from the Managing Trustees gives an overview of the varied activities and events which have been part of the life of the Methodist Central Hall Westminster during 2010-11.  The church and conference centre reaches out to a vast number of residents and workers in London and the South East, as well as to visitors nationally and internationally.  It has been a year in which nationally the personal and community concerns of many people have been acutely apparent.  From its strategic position in the capital city the Central Hall has attempted to play its part in ministering to these needs.
Ministry of the Church
The team ministry led by the Superintendent Minister, The Revd Martin Turner, and his deputy, The Revd Tony Miles, have the support and loyalty of church officers and other volunteers in carrying out a diverse range of tasks.  A central focus and meeting point for the congregation is Sunday morning worship. Services were held in the Library on the first floor from January to March 2011 as the normal venue of the Great Hall was under scaffolding for re-decoration of the dome and ceiling, and the re-installation of the organ after its 18 month refurbishment by the organ builders Harrison and Harrison.  Sunday evening services have taken place as normal each week in the Chapel with a healing service on the first Sunday of each month.
The pastoral work of the church has been led by Sister Jane Middleton for the past 12 years.  This is the final year of Sister Jane’s ministry in London as she prepares to retire with her husband to Durham.  The church places on record its thanks and admiration for her outstanding service.  The contribution of the Honorary Assistant Minister, The Revd Gordon Newton, in preaching and other ministerial duties is highly valued.  In October 2010 the church rejoiced with The Revd Dr Ronald Frost – a regular worshipper at Central Hall – on his 90th birthday.
The work amongst children and young people continues in strength.  All-age worship services held quarterly and led by The Revd Tony Miles are a welcome feature of Sunday morning worship with participation from J.C. Live and the Young People’s Fellowship.  ’The Sanctuary‘- a creative contemporary worship service meets on Thursdays and includes members who have volunteered to assist at a winter night shelter run by Westminster Churches Together.  ’The Sanctuary‘has welcomed The Revd Joanne Cox who is a member of the Connexional Team stationed in the Circuit, as a part of its leadership team.

 ’The Gathering‘ has been held on two Sunday evenings this year and hosted by The Revd Tony Miles.  In October 2010 the theme was ’Don’t Take Yourselves too Seriously‘.  This was an evening of stand-up comedy and worship with interviews and presentations by three acclaimed comedians and the West End Gospel Choir.  In May 2011 ’Opera and Oratoria‘ provided another memorable experience for a large congregation.
The ministerial team appreciates the continuing co-operation it receives from Premier Christian Radio.  They were joint hosts for the Central Hall Carol Service which attracted a congregation of over 2,000 and was then broadcast nationally on Christmas Day and Bank Holiday Monday.  The twice weekly programme ’God’s Healing Love‘ led by The Revd Martin Turner and The Revd Dr Malcolm White and the Saturday morning programmes ’The Big Breakfast‘ (September to December) and ’The Saturday Quiet Time‘(January to July) led by The Revd Tony Miles, help to form a strong connection with the outreach of Central Hall.
A new venture this year has been the formation of ’Westminster Women’s Outreach‘ – a new women’s ministry led by Mrs Ollie McEwen.  It was launched in November 2010 with a day conference on the theme ’Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Today’s Society: The Role of Women‘.  Speakers included The Revd Baroness Kathleen Richardson OBE and Mr Richard Taylor, whose son, Damilola, was murdered.  Participants from the church, the London District and beyond attended and welcomed this venture.  A further conference in June 2011 takes as its theme ’Women in Leadership – Leading for Excellence‘ with speakers including The Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Chaplain to Her Majesty the Queen and Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of Commons and The Revd Katei Kirby, Partnership Officer for the Methodist Church, championing ‘Belonging Together’.

Church - Related Events
The Parliamentary Methodist Fellowship held its annual Covenant Service at the Church of St. Mary’s Undercroft in the Palace of Westminster.  A congregation comprising Members of Parliament, Peers, members from the Central Hall, Managing Trustees, district and connexional officers participated.  The service was led by The Revd Dr Malcolm White with a visiting preacher, The Revd Dr Calvin Samuel, Director of the Wesley Study Centre, Durham.
’God’s Healing Love‘ was the theme for the May conference on prayer and healing with sessions led by The Revd Dr Malcolm White, The Revd Martin Turner and Dr Cassy Henderson, a church member and local GP.  This event now in its tenth year, continues to bring together attendees from the District, the UK and abroad, and is part of the extensive ministry on healing developed by The Revd Dr Malcolm White.
On the ecumenical front the march on Good Friday took place along Victoria Street with meditations outside the Central Hall and Westminster Cathedral followed by a final act of remembrance in Westminster Abbey.
St Vincent’s Family Project, established with the Roman Catholics, meets in the extended community suite at Central Hall.  In its annual report the project manager comments, “We are grateful to the trustees of the Methodist Central Hall for allowing us to take over this space.  Within the scope of our service provision, families experiencing difficulty have never been turned away for lack of resources.”
The Salvation Army International Staff Band celebrates its 120th anniversary in June and the Central Hall is pleased to be part of this.  On Sunday, 5 June  it is anticipated that the Great Hall will be filled for the morning service attended by hundreds of Salvationists, with music by the International Staff Band and Commissioner Elizabeth Matear as the preacher.  This will be followed by a march down The Mall and a band concert by eight staff bands from around the world in the forecourt of Buckingham Palace.

The Conference Centre
After nine years The Revd Martin Turner has stepped down from the role of Chair of the Board of Directors to that of Vice Chair.  The Company is pleased to record the appointment of The Revd Tim Swindell as its Executive Chair.  Under the leadership of Mr Michael Sharp, the Managing Director, the team of the conference centre has worked tirelessly to market and let the facilities at Central Hall at a time when all such centres have suffered from the down-turn in the economy.  Past or potential clients have delayed confirmation of bookings, and significant levels of discounting have been necessary.  The Central Hall lettings have been further exacerbated by the need to cease letting the Great Hall and ancillary rooms for a period of six months.  This is due to decoration works and the re-installation and voicing of the organ.  The Managing Trustees had planned for this disturbance of business with the conference centre and look forward to the premises being fully operational again.  They would wish to record their thanks to Mr John Nelson who was project manager for the organ refurbishment and Great Hall decoration.  His attention to detail meant that the contractors completed their tasks on schedule and costs were carefully monitored.  Booking forecasts for the next two years are reasonably healthy, and no effort is being spared to provide excellent service.
There have been some interesting lettings during the year, for instance conferences on environmental issues, graduation ceremonies and various meetings of government related departments.  Charitable lettings have also been made available, for example to the Police Christian Fellowship and to the Gideons for planning their mission to distribute bibles during the Olympic Games in 2012.  It was also a privilege to host the 150th anniversary of the Methodist Recorder with a special commemorative service in the Chapel.

The Royal Wedding at Westminster Abbey on 29th April presented the opportunity for the Central Hall to welcome many of the world’s media.  All available spaces on the flat roofs of Central Hall overlooking the Great West Door of the Abbey provided TV companies with a superb vantage point, and rooms were quickly booked for production facilities.  On the wedding day Central Hall wished to be a centre of welcome and hospitality for any of the thousands of people within the immediate area.  In consequence the whole of the Lower Ground Floor was open for food and beverages from 7.00am.  A giant screen and professional operator were hired for the Great Hall so that all who wished could enter and share in the proceedings throughout such a memorable day.  Methodism and Central Hall were represented at the wedding by the Superintendent, The Revd Martin Turner.
New Facilities

The Visitor Centre off the Entrance Hall was finally completed in April and includes specially commissioned panels to record historical aspects of the Methodist Church, the District and Central Hall Westminster.  The Centre will be officially opened at a lecture given by The Revd Dr Martin Wellings in the summer of 2011.
The historic collection of most of the books published by the Methodist Publishing House has now been catalogued thanks to the help of the Christian Librarians’ Association, and is housed in the Susanna Wesley Gallery for the use of research scholars and other visitors.

A memorial stained glass window from the former Highbury Office of Action for Children is now located and illuminated at the entrance to the Chapel, together with a cabinet of artefacts of the ’Sisterhood‘ (1878-1985).

The Future
The Central Hall Westminster will celebrate its 99th Anniversary in October 2011 and a major feature of this will be the official opening and dedication of the refurbished organ in the Great Hall.  The weekend celebrations will include a recital of great organ works and a ‘Big Sing’ with choir, organ and orchestra.  All music at the Central Hall is under the direction of Mr Gerard 
Brooks who has worked so hard to ensure that the complex specification for the refurbished organ has been carefully planned to meet the present and future needs of the church and conference centre.
Plans for marking the Centenary Year of the Central Hall (October 2012 to October 2013) are taking shape.  The Managing Trustees look forward to making this a time of thanksgiving but also a year of opportunity for all that lies ahead.

Retirements

The Managing Trustees place on record their gratitude for their service to the Trustees who are retiring in August 2011:-


The Revd Stuart Bell, Mrs Joan Broadhurst, Miss Christine Wykes,


Mr Henry Yentumi.

***RESOLUTIONS
(Daily Record 8/29)
20/1.
The Conference received the Report.

20/2.
The Conference appointed the following Managing Trustees of the Conference Property at Central Hall Westminster:

The Revd Jenny Impey (Chair of the Managing Trustees and Convenor – ex officio), The Revd Martin H Turner (Superintendent, London Westminster – ex officio), *Mr Tony Ackah-Yensu, Ms Sue Chadwick, ¥*Ms Angela Cobbina, ¥Mr Ian Hume, The Revd Ian C Bell, *The Revd Anthony Miles, *Mrs Judith Mitchell, ¥Mr Alan Poole, Mr Richard Reeves, ¥*Ms Sarah Willison.

*Indicates the people nominated by the London Westminster Circuit Meeting.


¥Indicates Trustees who have served for 6 years or more.

Reasoned Statements
The Revd Ian C Bell   BA, MA.  Experienced Methodist minister currently serving in the Connexional Team as coordinator of VentureFX, the Connexional pioneering ministries scheme.

Ms Angela Cobbina  (2005)  LLB, LLM.  Solicitor practising in Banking Law and representing corporate borrowers and lenders.  Church representative.  Valued help on legal/financial matters.
Mr Ian Hulme  (2005)  DIC, Dipl Cons AA, CENG, MIStructE, IHBC (conservation Accredited Engineer).  Worked for English Heritage.   Conservation Engineering Consultant.  Valued help with property matters.

Mr Alan Poole  (2005)  ACIS, FIAC, B.Com(Hons), MBA International Management and Finance experience.  Valued help on financial matters.

Ms Sarah Willison  (2004)  Professional qualification as a lawyer is an asset to the Trust on legal matters.  Church representative.
New Trustees
Ms Sue Chadwick  Twenty three years experience as a lawyer/solicitor in public and private sector; extensive experience in servicing committees and advising on procedural issues; significant property experience; inside knowledge of the realities of circuit life.

Mrs Judith Mitchell -  Member of Church Leadership Team.  Extensive experience in church, educational and charitable organizations including committee work. 
