59.
Appointments

***RESOLUTIONS

59/1.
The Conference appoints the Revd A Peter Hancock as District Chair for the Northampton District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2009.

59/2.
The Conference appoints the Revd Peter J Pillinger as District Chair for the Plymouth and Exeter District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2009.

59/3.
The Conference appoints the Revd James A Booth as District Chair for the Liverpool District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2009.

59/4.
The Conference appoints the Revd Graham Thompson as District Chair for the East Anglia District for a further period of five years from the 1st September 2009.

59/5
The Conference makes the immediate appointment of the Revd Steven J Wild as District Chair for the Cornwall District for a period of six years from the 1st September 2008.

59/6.
The Conference makes the immediate appointment of Deacon Susan Culver as Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order for a period of six years from the 1st September 2008.

59/7.
The Conference appoints the Revd Dr Martyn D Atkins as General Secretary of the Methodist Church and Secretary of the Methodist Conference for a period of five years from the 1st September 2008.

59/8.
The Conference appoints the Revd Dr Mark H Wakelin as a Connexional Team Secretary for a period of six years from the 1st September 2008.
59/9.
The Conference appoints the Revd David Gamble as officer for legal and constitutional practice for a period of six years from the 1st September 2008.

59/10.
The Conference appoints the Revd Ian T White as chair of the Conference Business Committee for 2009.

REASONED STATEMENTS

The Revd Dr Martyn D Atkins

Revd Dr Martyn D Atkins has been Principal of Cliff College since 2004 and is serving as President of Conference for the year 2007-8.  He has served in the Leeds (South) and Shipley and Bingley Circuits before becoming School Chaplain and Head of Religious Studies at Edgehill College.  He then served as Postgraduate Tutor at Cliff College from 1996 until he was appointed Principal.  He teaches to Masters degree level and supervises doctoral research students in 

such areas as Methodist theology and practice, leadership, mission, evangelism, cultural and contextual awareness, organisational consultancy and how churches work.  He says, “Such themes are not merely my job; they are my abiding passion.”

Dr Atkins has also seen Cliff College through a period of considerable re-organisation, which required a firm and understanding hand at the helm.  He has participated in the Church of England’s Archbishops Council for Mission and Evangelism in Theological Education as well as serving as a consultant to the Joint Implementation Commission for the Anglican-Methodist Covenant.  Among other things in Methodism, he has served on the Faith and Order Committee, the Liturgical sub-committee and the Connexional Apologetics Group.

He brings a range of qualities and experience which will be of great value in fulfilling the role of Secretary of the Conference and General Secretary of the Methodist Church in Great Britain.

The Revd James A Booth

The Liverpool District has been blessed by the ministry and leadership of Jim as our Chair since September 2003.  Following Jim’s request for an extension to his appointment for a period of a further five years, the Chair’s Nomination Panel undertook an extensive consultation process across the District among superintendents and Circuits, district officers and ecumenical partners.  The responses, which came from virtually all those consulted, were overwhelmingly positive and affirming of Jim’s ministry among us.  They expressed both experience and appreciation of Jim’s leadership skills, his caring qualities and deepening of the spiritual life of the District as well as his vision for and commitment to mission.  Jim enjoys the respect, support and trust of the District as we move forward in a time of change and challenge.

The Spring Synod overwhelmingly endorsed the unanimous recommendation of the Chair’s Nomination Panel, and so recommends to the Conference, that the appointment of the Revd James A Booth be extended for a further five years from 1 September 2009.

Deacon Susan Culver

Note: The Conference of 2007 received the nomination of Sarah Bruce to be Warden of the Diaconal Order from September 2008.  Sarah has withdrawn from that appointment, and so, following due process, the nomination of Susan Culver is now brought to the Conference.

Susan Culver (Sue) will bring to the role of Warden a wide experience of diaconal ministry. She has had two appointments in Bradford (the first split between Church-based community development work and chaplaincy in education, the second as Executive Secretary to West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council’s ‘Bradford Inner Ring Task Group’).  Each has brought its own challenges within traditional church settings and emerging community projects, requiring relevant skills, clarity of vision and personal commitment.  Since 2003 Sue has served at the York Institute for Community Theology, where she is currently Director of Vocational Learning.  This involves her in the wider ecumenical scene, as have her previous appointments. 

Sue displays a firm leadership style but is committed to team ministry and a collaborative style of working.  This is evidenced in her membership of various committees within the Order and connexionally.  She communicates well and is equipped to be an advocate for the Order in the wider Church.  Sue approaches all she does with integrity and sensitivity which fit her well for the pastoral role within the Order and in supporting its members in their various ministries.  Sue has a perceptive mind and continues to study and reflect theologically.  Alongside this she nurtures herself spiritually and is deeply committed to the diaconate as a Religious Order. 

The Convocation commends Susan Culver to the Conference with confidence.

The Revd David Gamble

David Gamble has experience in the current Connexional Team which equips him well to take up the new role of Manager of the Governance Support Cluster and officer for legal and constitutional practice.  He has managed staff as a Co-ordinating Secretary, supervised the Safeguarding Officer in partnership with the Church of England, convened the Law and Polity Committee and developed a unique authority and experience in overseeing the current complaints and discipline procedures of the Church.  David has also contributed significantly to the formulation of the revised complaints and discipline procedures which will begin in September 2008.

The Revd A Peter Hancock

Peter Hancock brings to the post of Chair of the Northampton District 27 years’ experience in full time circuit ministry, including more than a dozen years as Superintendent in two large and diverse circuits (one in this District).  He is an effective team leader, a compassionate pastor, a gifted and engaging communicator within and beyond the Christian community and a thoughtful missionary strategist with a track record of innovative evangelism.  He operates with a generous ecumenism, embracing traditional denominations and ‘fresh expressions’.  His vision for the mission of the Church in the demanding conditions of post-modern, secularised Britain is rooted in prayer and spirituality as well as strategy, and it draws on the theological resources offered by Methodist connexionalism.  The Nomination Committee and the District Executive voted unanimously to recommend Peter to the Synod, and the Synod overwhelmingly endorsed the nomination to Conference for Peter’s designation as Chair of the Northampton District from September 2009.

The Revd Peter J Pillinger

Peter Pillinger is currently serving as a member of the Connexional Team; he is seconded to be the Fresh Expressions Missioner within the core team of the ecumenical Fresh Expressions organisation.  During his 27 years of ministry Peter has served in the Truro Circuit, in Sri Lanka (where he was Superintendent of the Hatton Circuit), in the London Mission (Brixton) and Lincoln North Circuits and as the Lincoln and Grimsby District Mission Enabler. 

Peter has a passion for mission.  He is open to new ideas and has lived most of his ministry on a wide map, serving overseas and in district and connexion-wide posts.  In 2003 he achieved a MA in Evangelism Studies from Sheffield University.

He is a proven communicator, and has experience of rural ministry in Cornwall and Lincoln and also city ministry.  In his current role Peter has responsibility for development of coaching, mentoring and accompaniment and works ecumenically with people from a range of ecclesiological and theological positions.  He has been a governor of a large and successful Church of England Secondary School for 10 years and chair of a Residents Association.  With his experience as a minister Peter has developed skills in chairing meetings and ways of managing administration.  He is IT literate and is used to having to travel large distances to meetings and events. 

The Plymouth and Exeter District commends Peter J Pillinger to the Conference of 2008 for appointment as Chair of the Plymouth and Exeter District from 1st September 2009.

The Revd Graham Thompson

The Revd Graham Thompson was appointed Chair of the East Anglia District in 2003, having served in the District as a Superintendent Minister for the previous four years.

The Chair’s Nomination Committee consulted widely across the District following Graham’s request for an extension to his present appointment.

Graham’s spirituality is recognised in his preaching, which has been much appreciated across the District and beyond, both at special services and at weekly worship.  He is a pastor in the true sense of the word and there has been commendation of this side of his ministry from many people within the District.

He is also extremely good at encouraging Circuits and churches in the work they are seeking to do.  This is especially true of the smaller rural church.  He is particularly keen to help those churches seeking to take the work of the gospel forward.  He has time for the individual, remembering names and making each person feel that he/she is a valued member of the Church.  He meets quarterly with the District Staff round the dinner table, an important part of Graham’s ministry, to discuss any problems they may have and to hear news of the work they are undertaking.

Graham is keen to ensure that ministerial colleagues and lay people have the training they require to do their work more knowledgably, whether at District or local church level.  He also wants everyone to be informed of the activities of the District and, with the help of the Policy Committee, introduced a District Newspaper, which is produced three times per year.

Under the Chair’s leadership, and through the District Policy Committee, reviews of Circuit Boundaries and District Structures have been undertaken, using “Our Calling” as a guide.

Graham is very aware of the needs of the rural church and has been instrumental in the appointment of a Rural Adviser, jointly with the Norwich Diocese of the Anglican Church, and in the support of the District Agricultural Chaplain.

His contribution to the ecumenical life of the three counties which make up the District has been much appreciated by his ecumenical colleagues.

In recognition of this commitment he was appointed an Ecumenical Canon of Norwich Cathedral. 

Strong support for the extended appointment has also been received from the Principal and staff of Wesley House, Cambridge and the Heads of the two Methodist Schools in the District.

The Synod of the East Anglia District therefore recommends the appointment of the Revd Graham Thompson as Chair of this District for a further five years.

The Revd Mark H Wakelin

Mark Wakelin is the Director of the Guy Chester Centre and has served as MAYC National Secretary and Connexional Secretary for Youth and Community.  He has also served as a circuit minister in Bramhall and Lincoln.  He has experience of adult Christian education and has worked in a number of projects in the Methodist Church.  He is a lecturer for the South East Institute of Theological Education and a tutor for the College of Preachers.

The Revd Steven J Wild

Steven J Wild has been the Connexional Director of Evangelism (also tutor in Evangelism and Social Action at Cliff College) since 2004.  He has also been Acting Principal of Cliff College since September 2007.  He has been a Minister since 1983 (with experience of superintendency) and was Cornwall District Evangelism Enabler from 1998-2004.  He has been a member of the Ordinands’ Retreat team since 2003.  Steven brings many gifts to his ministry especially his passion for the mission and outreach of the church.  Steven has served the Methodist Church at District and Connexional level, and has been a Conference elected member three times.  His academic studies in evangelism, including an MA in Evangelism Studies from Sheffield in 2002, are coupled with great experience in the practical processes of evangelism and with a focus on strategic mission.  Steven has had experience of organising large events within Methodist and ecumenical contexts and has also had experience of working with radio and television.  He brings a traditional Methodist approach with a love of the Wesleyan teaching of Christian holiness as well as a spirituality integrated with other strands of Christian spirituality including the Taize approach.  Steven is an encourager and is able to work with people of faith from different backgrounds and of none, and this is matched by his experience of working ecumenically.  He brings a deep understanding of the Cornwall District together with knowledge of other parts of the Connexion, both national and international.  Steven is looking to a future of opportunity for the Methodist Church in Cornwall as the church builds on its heritage in new and radical ways to have a truly mixed-economy church.  Steven is excited by the future and by the opportunity of serving the Cornwall District as its District Chair.  The Cornwall District commends Steven J Wild to the Conference of 2008 for appointment as Chair of the Cornwall District from 1st September 2008.

The Revd Ian T White

Under Standing Order 136(1)(i), the Council nominates the Revd Ian T White to be chair of the Conference Business Committee for 2009.  Ian brings continuity and experience to this role as the new arrangements for the membership of the Business Committee come into effect for the first time in 2008. 
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