Additional Agenda Item

75: 
British Representation to the Irish Conference

At present, the constitutions of both the Irish Conference and the British Conference require that the President of the British Conference presides at the Irish Conference, with the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland being the Vice-President of the Irish Conference. 
The 2007 Irish Conference agreed to explore the possibility of the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland presiding at the Irish Conference, but with the President and Vice-President of the British Conference continuing to attend the Irish Conference amongst the British representatives to it. A Special Resolution will be brought to the 2008 Irish Conference to this effect. If approved by the required majority it will come back to the 2009 Irish Conference for final ratification. If approved by the required majority in 2009 the earliest that its provisions could be put into effect would be the 2010 Irish Conference. 
There is some concern in the Irish Conference about not causing unnecessary work and embarrassment should the Special Resolution not gain the required majority (as happened in 1994, when the Irish Conference did not confirm its Special Resolution, and the British Conference therefore did not put its complementary Special Resolution to a vote for confirmation). But if the British Conference waits until the Irish Conference has confirmed its Special Resolution in 2009 before starting its complementary process, the British Special Resolution could only be brought for the first time to the 2009 Conference (which meets after the Irish Conference result is known) and then for ratification in 2010. That means that, if approved, the new procedures could only be put into effect at the 2011 Irish Conference. 
There is, however, another way forward. It seems anachronistic and possibly ultra vires for the British Conference still to be purporting to legislate for domestic Irish affairs. That could be met by deleting the whole of Clause 43(a) of the Deed of Union, which requires the President of the British Conference to preside at the Irish Conference. Standing Order 106 could then be amended to ensure that the British representatives to the Irish Conference are the President and Vice-President of the British Conference and two other people (one ordained and one lay). Clause 14(2)(vii) of the Deed of Union would similarly have to be amended, with a consequential amendment to Clause 17(a). 
These provisions would allow for any eventuality of the debate in the Irish Conference. It would allow for the British President to continue presiding at the Irish Conference if the Irish Conference does not wish to change the current arrangements, but would also allow for the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland to preside if that is what the Irish Conference wishes. 

There seems to be no reason why the process in the British Conference should not begin in 2007 as an enabling measure that is worth doing for its own sake. The resulting Special Resolutions would then return for ratification in 2008. That would give the Irish Conference the final say in 2009, rather than leave it awaiting a final British decision.


***RESOLUTION
75/1. 
The Conference adopts the report and amends the Deed of Union as follows:

Clause 43 The Irish Conference. (a) Subject to such provisions of law (if any) as may be applicable in Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland and in accordance with the provisions constituting the Methodist Church in Ireland the President of the Conference shall also be the President of the Irish Conference and the Conference shall appoint annually two other ministers, its Vice-President and two other persons as representatives to the Irish Conference. The appointment of such other ministers may be made by the Conference in the Ministerial Session.
Clause 14(2) Membership. The Conference in its Representative Session shall comprise:…...
(vii) the Vice-President and the Secretary of the Irish Conference the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland and the Secretary of the Irish Conference". 
Clause 17
Substitutes.  (a) The Conference shall have power to elect a substitute for any member who is unable or unwilling to attend except the Vice-President or the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland and the Secretary of the Irish Conference .

