
71.
Appreciation

Mr Brian Mansfield

Brian Mansfield took over as the Treasurer of the Methodist Missionary Society as the connexional Team was reorganised in 1996. This role followed over 40 years of loyal service in the banking world that had ended when he retired as a full-time director in 2003; and a distinguished period of service as Treasurer of the Division of Ministries. As Treasurer of MMS, Brian de facto also acted as oversight treasurer of the Fund for World Mission (FWM). Brian’s accountancy background and skills have served the Methodist Church well at all levels, as Circuit Treasurer in the Abingdon and Wantage Circuit, and church treasurer at All Saints’ church.

Brian’s service to world mission interests since 1996 has been impressive. He has been a ‘critical friend’ to senior staff in the World Church Office, a role that has been much appreciated. Brian served on a small group that worked with the Charity Commissioners to ‘free up’ millions of pounds of designated FWM reserve funds, thus enabling the money to be used generally on much-needed programmes all around the world. How would such monies be used? Brian was always the first to ask detailed questions about the correct use of any FWM expenditure, and this attention to detail has been a huge asset to the Church.  

Through being MMS Treasurer, other avenues of service opened up! Brian served on CCOM and was later appointed Treasurer of CTBI, also being a Methodist representative on the Board of the Christian Conference Trust (The Hayes, Swanwick and High Leigh). Over the last few years, Brian was a member of the governing body of the United College of the Ascension, as well as serving on the core group that had oversight of the move to the Selly Oak Centre for Mission Studies at Queens. 

Brian has throughout the last eleven years brought a human touch to the role of treasurer. He has attended world mission conferences conscientiously, most notably the Pre-Conference Consultation with overseas Church representatives, in order to be well informed. Brian is a treasurer who wants to spend money, but to spend it wisely and where it is most needed. He will be greatly missed, not just in the connexional Team, but throughout world Methodism.

***RESOLUTION

71/1.
The Conference thanks Brian Mansfield for his outstanding work as Treasurer of the Methodist Missionary Society, and wishes him well in his future life and ministry.

Dr Clive Marsh

Dr Marsh has served as Secretary of the Faith and Order Committee since 2000.  During that time, he has overseen the presentation to Conference of several significant reports, including a substantial contribution to considerations of Episcopacy (notably What Sort of Bishops? 2005, and The Nature of Oversight 2005), as well as dealing with numerous other matters large and small.  Clive’s role has sometimes been that of taking a lead role in the preparation of reports, sometimes that of co-ordinating the work of others, but always he has shown a keen grasp of the issues across the whole spectrum of theological disciplines and the breadth of self-understandings within British Methodism.
Clive has been keen to stimulate thinking throughout the Church about what it is to be a Methodist in Britain at the start of the 21st century, to articulate the distinctive elements of our theological emphases and above all, to apply a critical rigour to our reflections.  He has been instrumental in finding ways in which the theological work of the Methodist Council and the connexional Team can be enhanced by drawing upon the insights of himself and other members of the Faith and Order Committee - a collaborative and encouraging style of working that has been richly appreciated by his colleagues.  His contributions to the Methodist Council have been insightful, pertinent and gracious.
Clive has also encouraged the Faith and Order Committee to be self-critical, and has steered through the review of its ways of working which was approved in principle by the 2006 Conference and whose details come to this Conference for adoption.
***RESOLUTION

71/2.
The Conference expresses its warm appreciation of Dr Marsh’s service to the connexion and wishes him every blessing as he moves to take up his new appointment as Principal of the East Midlands Ministry Training Course.
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