
69.
The New Room, Bristol

David Worthington took up the post of Project Manager/ Administrator in November on a limited period contract to the end of October 2008. He has developed further links with the City Council and English Heritage and with other historic City Centre places of worship with the intention of promoting “Sacred Bristol”. New promotional leaflets have been widely distributed via tourism and Church networks. The New Room has become a member of the Churches Tourism Association, on whose Trust body the New Room Trustees’ Secretary was already serving in an individual capacity. A programme in the “Demolition” series was shown on BBC Television in April 2007 featuring the Charles Street office block adjacent to Charles Wesley’s House, engendering valuable publicity as well as a modest filming fee. High profile events at the New Room celebrating both Charles Wesley 300 and Abolition 200 began in March, climaxed in a whole Festival Week in May, and continue till December, when Charles Wesley’s birthday falls. Over 300 entries were received for the Charles Wesley Hymn Competition sponsored by the Methodist Recorder, the premier awards being specially commissioned Bristol Blue Glass plates.

During 2006/7 the Trustees have continued to benefit from the advice and guidance of the Connexional Special Advisors’ Group working on behalf of the Methodist Council. They encouraged financial realism and the need for sustainable solutions, while sharing the Trustees’ appreciation of the opportunities that should be seized. In the period without an administrator, local trustees and volunteers worked tirelessly, and David Weeks served ably as Acting Warden while the Warden, Frank Topping, was nursing his wife and then suffering illness himself.    
A Mission Statement has been adopted as follows :
To promote the New Room and Charles Wesley’s House as places of historical  and contemporary significance in the spiritual and social life of Bristol, the nation and the world.

To tell the story of John and Charles Wesley so as to increase people’s understanding of their respective contributions and their relevance to thought, belief and action today.
To develop the New Room as a sustainable heritage attraction, educational resource, cultural venue and community facility within the heart of the city.
To offer people passing through the centre of Bristol opportunities for reflection, challenge and spiritual encounter.
In order to fulfil these objectives, the Trustees are initiating a feasibility study into the creation of a visitor centre at the New Room, which is likely to involve a new building in the yard to Broadmead, following the “footprint” of earlier buildings  but not detracting from the impact of the New Room itself. As reported to the Conference last year, while the massive redevelopment and extension of the Broadmead shopping area is under way, and the Wesley brothers enjoy a raised profile in relation to the 2007 anniversary year, the time is ripe to develop the New Room in all the ways outlined above. A grant of £25,000 has been authorised from 

the discretionary fund in the budget of the Epworth Special Projects Fund towards the costs of the feasibility study, on the basis of whose findings the Trustees intend to seek major funding from Methodist and non-Methodist sources to implement an appropriate scheme which will result in a sustainable asset. Research into “audience development” and “accessibility” in the widest meaning of that term as well as into what is architecturally desirable and affordable will be undertaken, and a business plan prepared.
This is a critical time for the New Room and Charles Wesley’s House. After 26 years, Martin Hunt stood down as Secretary, but continues on the Trust. Jenny Carpenter has been appointed in his place, having served as a Trustee for a number of years. Four long-serving Trustees have resigned during the year and people whose particular skills and experience will enable the body to seize the exciting opportunities now offered have been approached to serve. The Hon. Treasurer has stated his intention of retiring at the end of the connexional year 2007/8 and the search is on for a successor. The Trustees have begun to re-appraise the role of Warden (not least the Trollopian title) but confidently bring the name of the Revd David G Weeks for appointment for the connexional year 2007/8.  (The appointments of the Warden and the Trustees are taken elsewhere in the Conference Agenda.) 
Last year the work of Mark Topping as Administrator (and John Wesley look-alike) was gratefully acknowledged. This year the Trustees wish to thank Frank Topping who during his seven years as Warden has endeared himself to many, increasing the number of worship occasions and offering his renowned dramatic gifts in imaginative ways that complement the New Room’s unique setting.
JOHN WESLEY’S CHAPEL TRUST, BRISTOL

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 31/8/06

INCOMING RESOURCES
£
RESOURCES EXPENDED
£

Donations, Use of Premises
14576
Salaries etc.
9853*
Tours, other fund-raising
10130
Property maintenance
30036

Profit on sale of goods
6712
Insurance
5026
Investment income & interest
9748
Conservation of Artefacts
315
Rent from No.5, Charles Street
19800
Administration
8594
Other income
    1783
Other expenditure
   4320


62749

58144
*  The Trust was without a paid manager for eight months and this figure is therefore considerably lower than usual. A new manager was appointed in November 2006.

The Balance Sheet shows Total Funds of £229400, of which £101357 are endowment funds, £54320 restricted and £73723 unrestricted.
***RESOLUTION
69/1.
The Conference receives the Report, assures the Trustees of its appreciation of the importance of the Methodist heritage sites as tools for mission (evidenced by financial support through the Epworth Special Projects Fund), offers the continued advice of the Connexional Specialist Advisors’ Group as the visitor centre project proceeds and encourages the New Room/Charles Wesley’s House Trustees to liaise closely with the other Methodist heritage sites, especially Wesley’s Chapel, London and the Epworth Old Rectory, and with other appropriate partners.
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