
58.
The Review of the Conference

1. The Conference Review Group presented its interim report to the 2005 Conference (Agenda pp. 146-156; Daily Record 7/23) and its substantive report to the 2006 Conference (Agenda pp. 317-352; Daily Record 1/12, 3/8, 7/7, 7/17, 7/26). The 2006 Conference appointed the Review Group to continue its work for a further year. It referred the Section of the Report entitled The Ministerial, Diaconal and Representative Sessions of the Conference to the Synods and the Methodist Diaconal Convocation for discussion, and the Review Group’s reflection on the responses and its consequent recommendations are to be found below. The Conference also adopted recommendations in the Report that required amendments to the Deed of Union. These it submitted as Special Resolutions to the Home Districts, the Law and Polity Committee and the Methodist Council, and a report on their response can be found elsewhere in this Agenda. In addition, the 2006 Conference directed the Review Group to consider further how the recommendations in the Report might be implemented, and where relevant bring Standing Orders to effect them to the Conference of 2007. The Review Group’s reflections and recommendations on these matters are to be found below.

Conference-elected Members of Conference

2. The Review Group’s report to the 2006 Conference contained a recommendation that the total number of members of the Conference should be reduced from 384 plus 24 Associate members to between 290 and 300 full members and 24 Associates. It made various recommendations about how these reductions could be achieved. The Conference adopted the recommendation about total numbers, but its subsequent decisions on the specific recommendations about who should be members of the Conference resulted in the proposed overall total being 315. The Review Group has therefore returned to consider the implications.

3. One specific issue is that of the category of Conference-elected members of Conference. There are currently 18 members of the Conference who are elected by the Conference itself under clause 14(5) of the Deed of Union. They are elected in rotation for a period of three years, with the result that six are elected each year. Of the total number, at least one third have to be ministers (presbyters), at least one third lay persons, and at least one a deacon. The Review Group’s report to the 2006 Conference recommended that this category of membership of the Conference should cease, on the grounds that the continuity and expertise it provided to the Conference could be met by Districts appointing a substantial number of their representatives to serve for three years. The Conference declined this recommendation, but there were indications in the debate that it might believe that the numbers of Conference-elected Representatives could be reduced and the Review Group undertook to look at this further. 

4. The Review Group recognises the concern of the Conference in this matter that there should continue to be members of the Conference who are elected 

by the Conference itself in addition to those who attend as ex-officio members or as representatives of Districts or other bodies. It sees the purpose of having Conference-elected Representatives as being to ensure that a richer mix of wisdom and expertise is made available to the Conference than would be otherwise provided, and to assist the Conference as it works through a process of Christian conferring to fulfil the Purpose of the Conference adopted by the 2006 Conference. 

5. The Review Group recommends that this purpose can be met by having 9 Conference-elected Representatives rather than 18; that of those, 4 should be lay persons, 1 a deacon and 4 ministers (presbyters); and that they should be appointed for three years each in rotation, with three being appointed each year as required to achieve the right balance in the total numbers.  

6. In order to ensure continuity, the total of Conference-elected representatives should be reduced from 18 to 9 gradually over three years [i.e. if 3 are elected instead of 6 each year, the total would reduce from 18 to 15, then 12, then 9].   

Total Number of Members of Conference

7. If the above recommendation about Conference-elected Representatives were to be incorporated into the other decisions of the 2006 Conference, it would result in there being about 88 members of Conference who are ex-officio members or representatives of bodies other than Districts. 

	EX OFFICIO MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATIVES

OF OTHER BODIES
	

	
	Total

	Incoming President
	1

	Incoming Vice-President
	1

	Retiring President
	1

	Retiring Vice-President
	1

	Previous year's President
	1

	Previous year's Vice-President
	1

	Secretary of Conference
	1

	Assistant Secretary of Conference
	1

	Record Secretary
	1

	Journal Secretary
	1

	Chair of the Business Committee
	1

	Secretary of the Memorials Committee
	1

	Rep. of the Faith and Order Committee
	1

	Rep. of the Law and Polity Committee
	1

	Chair of the Stationing Committee
	1

	Chair of the Strategy & Resources Committee
	1

	Chair of the Methodist Council
	1

	Connexional Treasurer
	1

	Secretaries in the Connexional Team*
	3

	Chairs of District (2008)*
	34

	Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order
	1

	Forces Chaplain
	1

	Rep. of MPH
	1

	Reps. of the Racial Justice Committee
	6

	Reps. of the Youth Conference
	4

	President of Women's Network
	1

	Conference-elected Reps
	9

	Reps Irish Conference [President of Meth.Church in Ireland; Sec. of Conf; 2 others] 
	4

	Reps. of United Methodist Church
	2

	Reps. of people serving overseas
	2

	Reps of International Mission Partner Churches
	2

	
	

	Total ex-officio etc
	88


* n.b. The total number will vary should fewer or more Chairs of District or Secretaries in the Connexional Team be appointed.

8. The 2006 Conference adopted recommendations that the number of district representatives at the Conference should be determined on a ratio of one representative for every fifteen hundred members, but with some basic minima of there being at least two representatives from each Island District, at least six from Scotland and Shetland combined, and at least four from every other District. That would result in there being about 218 district representatives in total.

9. The Review Group therefore recommends that the total number of members of the Conference in its Representative Session should be 306.  Within that fixed number the current practice should continue whereby once the actual numbers in the category of  ex-officio members and representatives of other bodies outlined in paragraph 7 above are established (allowing for any members who have dual qualification, and any fluctuations in the numbers of Chairs of District or Secretaries in the Connexional Team), the remainder of seats are distributed between the Districts.

10. The 2006 Conference agreed that there should continue to be 24 Associate members of the Conference who have the right to attend the Conference at connexional expense, and to speak, but not vote. They would consist of 18 representatives of partner Churches overseas (in addition to the two who are full members of the Conference) and 6 ecumenical representatives from our partners in Britain. These Associate members would be in addition to the 306 full members of Conference proposed above.

Ratio of lay to ordained members of the Conference

11. The 2006 Conference agreed that at least half the members of the Conference as a whole should be lay people and the remainder ordained (with a minimum number of deacons being stipulated in Standing Orders). 

12. The Review Group recommends that in order to ensure that the Conference is enriched in its conferring by an adequate range of contributions and insights from deacons, the minimum number of deacons be 21 (as at present). 

13. The Review Group has also considered what mechanisms are necessary to ensure that the requirement that at least half of the members of Conference be lay people is met. It recognises that of the 88 members of the Conference in the list of ex-officio members and representatives of other bodies outlined in paragraph 7 above, 44 would have to be lay in order to ensure that the overall requirement is met in this category. It also recognises, however, that this category is bound to contain more ordained than lay members, mainly because of the presence in it of the Chairs of District (who are, by definition, all ordained). Of the 88 members of Conference in the category of ex-officio members and representatives of other bodies, at least 47 will certainly be ordained. It is theoretically possible that as many as 76 could be ordained, but this is extremely unlikely to happen in practice. Moreover, the Review Group recognises that this category of membership contains seats that could potentially be filled by either a lay person or an ordained person, and that a significant number of these are appointments made by the preceding Conference and so will be known before the allocations of seats to the Districts for the following Conference are made. The Review Group therefore judges that it is most likely that there will be between 56 and 66 ordained people in this category (and therefore between 32 and 22 lay people).  On those numbers, if each District other than the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man were to include in the total number of representatives that it sends to the Conference at least one more lay person than ordained people, the requirement that half of the members of the Conference be lay people would be met with ease and even exceeded. The Review Group therefore believes that not all Districts in any particular year will need to be directed to include one more lay than ordained representatives in order to ensure that the requirement is fulfilled. Moreover, the Review Group judges that the current arrangements for allocating the numbers of representatives to the Districts are capable of dealing with this. It therefore recommends that in allocating numbers of representatives to the Districts, the situation be reviewed each year in the light of the principles and guidelines set out in this report, and the Districts directed as to how many lay people each District is to send as representatives to the succeeding Conference in order to ensure that at least half the members of the Conference are lay.  (An indication shall be given at the same time, as at present, as to which Districts are requested to send a Deacon.) 

Length of appointment of District Representatives

14. The 2006 Conference agreed that district representatives should be appointed annually, but Districts should be required to elect at least 50% of them to serve for a three year period. In considering how to ensure that the requirement that at least half of the members of Conference be lay people is met, the Review Group has come to the conclusion that taken together the two requirements may be difficult to achieve.  The Review Group therefore recommends that Districts should be strongly encouraged to elect 50% of its representatives to serve for a three year period whenever possible, rather than be required to do so. 

Returning Officer

15. The 2006 Conference agreed that there should cease to be a Scrutineers’ Secretary with a separate seat in the Conference, but that one of those nominated by the Districts to act as scrutineers who has prior experience of the process should be appointed by the Methodist Council as the Chief Scrutineer to organise any counting of votes by show of hands that is required. In the light of this, the Review Group recommends that the Chair of the Business Committee or a representative appointed by him or her should act as the Returning Officer for elections. 

Connexional Budget

16. The Review Group recommends that in future the Connexional Budgets and the Allocation of Assessment to the Districts be presented early in the Conference for approval in principle; that the current strict discipline about subsequent amendments to the Budgets and the Allocation be continued and strengthened; but that the Budgets and Allocation be formally approved at the end of the Conference.
Venues and Arrangements

17. The Review Group believes that in the light of establishing a connexional Conference Arrangements Team the current rota of apportioning responsibility for arranging the Conference and finding a venue for it to clusters of Districts should be abandoned. The Review Group recommends that four suitable venues be identified in the North, South, East and West of England plus one in Scotland and one in Wales, and a five year rota be established so that each five years consist of the four venues in England plus either the venue in Scotland or that in Wales. The Methodist Council should keep this under review and update the list of suitable venues as and when appropriate.

The Representative, Diaconal and Ministerial Sessions of the Conference

18. As noted above, the Conference referred the Section of the 2006 Report entitled The Ministerial, Diaconal and Representative Sessions of the Conference to the Synods and the Methodist Diaconal Convocation for discussion and response. The Review Group is grateful for the responses it has received from both Synods and individuals. Amongst those responses some support was offered for each of a range of options, from continuing with the Ministerial Session as at present, through developing the purpose and processes of the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions, to transferring the exclusive jurisdiction or particular executive powers currently held by the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions to the Representative Session, or the complete abolition of the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions. 
19. On assessing these responses the Review Group came to the conclusion that they offered no mandate for the abolition of the powers currently held by the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions. At the same time it was concerned that there appeared to be a lack of consensus or even some confusion about the purposes of meeting in a Ministerial Synod, Ministerial Session of Conference or Diaconal Session of Conference. The Review Group believes that this matter urgently needs to be addressed.
20. To this end, the Review Group notes that the 2006 Conference affirmed that “the primary purpose of the Conference is to engage in Christian Conferring in order to discern the will of God and then to formulate and oversee ways in which the whole Connexion can respond to that will”. Within that primary purpose, it wishes to reaffirm the conviction expressed in its 2006 Report that there are three specific purposes for which presbyters and deacons respectively might meet by themselves:

a) 
to confer about their presbyteral or diaconal vocation and identity, and to support, encourage and ‘watch over one another in love’ about their presbyteral or diaconal practice;

b) 
to confer about the “work of God” from their presbyteral or diaconal perspective and to discern whether they have any collective presbyteral or diaconal mind or particular insight to contribute to the Representative Sessions of Synods or Conference in their conferring;

c) 
to make particular decisions about matters which have been delegated to them or are in their exclusive jurisdiction. 

21. The Review Group believes that a) and b) in paragraph 20 are of vital importance both for the well-being of the presbyteral ministry and the diaconate in themselves and also for the mission of the whole church. Within the oversight of the two orders of ministry by the whole Church, presbyters and deacons have a particular role to play of mutual oversight, of conferring together about their own experience, practice and insights as ministers and deacons, and of being able to contribute the fruits of this conferring to the processes of oversight and governance in the Church at large. It is appropriate that this happens in every part of the Connexion: in Circuit staff meetings; in diaconal area groups; in Ministerial Synods; and in connexion-wide bodies for deacons and presbyters. It is, moreover, important that when such meetings occur in the various parts of the Connexion they are seen to be connected with each other, and that the wisdom and insights that emerge from the conferring are communicated from local, district or area bodies to connexion-wide ones as well as vice versa. 

22. The Review Group therefore recommends that the Connexional Leadership Team discuss how ways might be found of encouraging and strengthening these processes for conferring in circuit, district or area gatherings to ensure that they are consistent across the Connexion, and that the Methodist Council keep the matter under review and bring any necessary amendments to Standing Orders to a future Conference.   

23. So far as connexion-wide bodies for these processes of conferring are concerned, the natural place for it to occur for the Methodist Diaconal Order is at the annual Convocation of the Order [see further Standing Orders 751, 752 and 753]. All deacons, both active and supernumerary, are required to attend it unless granted a dispensation. Should the Order ever grow significantly in size (say to having 600 active deacons) it would presumably be too large for everyone to meet in a single body, and would have to develop bodies serving a cluster of districts at which the attendance of the relevant deacons was mandatory, with a representative connexion-wide body to which those bodies related. 

24. Similarly, the number of active presbyters requires that mandatory attendance for them has to be at their District Ministerial Synods. The Review Group believes, however, that there should also be a representative connexion-wide body to which those Synods relate, and to whose conferring both active and supernumerary presbyters may contribute their wisdom and insights. This representative connexion-wide body should consist of those presbyters who are elected or appointed to be members of the Conference, together with any other presbyters appointed or permitted by their Synods to attend.

25. The Review Group therefore recommends that there continue to be a Convocation for the Methodist Diaconal Order to confer and fulfil the purposes set out in paragraph 20 a) and b) above. 
26. The Review Group further recommends that presbyters continue to confer and fulfil the purposes set out in paragraph 20 a) and b) above in the Ministerial Synods and in a related representative connexion-wide body as set out in paragraph 24 above (so far as other purposes and functions of the latter are concerned, see further paragraph 31 below).
27. So far as the purpose set out in c) of paragraph 20 above is concerned, the matters over which the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions of the Conference currently have exclusive jurisdiction or particular executive powers are as follows.

a)
Particular responsibilities and powers with regard to individual ministers (presbyters) and deacons. Almost all of these have to do with judgements about individual cases of fitness to belong to the particular order of ministry. 

· In the cases of accepting candidates for either order of ministry and of judging that people are ready to be received, reinstated or transferred into full connexion with the Conference and, where appropriate, ordained, the results of the relevant district and connexional Committees (which are made up of ministers, deacons and lay persons) are presented to the Ministerial or Diaconal Session as appropriate. The Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions in turn make recommendations about the people concerned to the Representative Session, which has final jurisdiction in these matters (although it cannot accept a candidate or someone for reception into full connexion who has not been positively recommended to it by the Ministerial or Diaconal Session).

· The Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions adopt the final version of the text of obituaries for ministers and deacons, as appropriate, and then report them to the Representative Session of the Conference. 

· So far as the granting of permission for ministers or deacons to become supernumerary is concerned, the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions make recommendations to the Representative Session which formally has the final jurisdiction in the matter. 


b)
Matters where the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions of the Conference have exclusive jurisdiction.  These include the following:

· 
the continuance or discontinuance of student ministers, student deacons or probationers;

· 
the hearing of appeals to the Conference arising out of charges against a minister, deacon, student or probationer. (These matters are required to be dealt with by a Committee of the relevant Session, rather than all of the members of it, except where the appeal arising out of charges is on the grounds of the interpretation of doctrine.)


c)
Issues to do with the Complaints and Discipline processes, where the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions receive a report in closed session on the outcomes of particular cases against presbyters and deacons respectively.    

28. The Review Group is aware that some people believe strongly that there should be no matters about which presbyters or deacons alone have an exclusive say, and that the trend over recent years towards all such decisions being made by those who are lay and those who are ordained acting together should be taken further. The Review Group recognises, however, that others believe strongly that those who belong to a particular order of ministry should have a particular and influential say in matters to do with the composition of that Order. This is particularly true with regard to the Methodist Diaconal Order, where the Order of Ministry is also constituted as a dispersed community of a religious order. Thus Standing Order 750 states that when the Conference receives people into full connexion and ordains them as deacons it by that act admits them as members of the religious order, and when a Bible is handed to a new deacon after the laying on of hands in an ordination service to signify that he or she has been admitted as a member of the order of ministry, a badge of the Methodist Diaconal Order is also handed over to signify that she or he has thereby been admitted as a member of the religious order. As a community of a religious order, the members of the Methodist Diaconal Order make promises and commitments to each other. It is therefore appropriate that the existing members of a community should have a say in who should be a member of that community. 

29. The natural place for this to occur is at the Convocation of the Order, because the Convocation is the gathering point of the dispersed community of the religious order.  But the members of the Methodist Diaconal Order are also members of an order of ministry, and matters to do with being in full connexion with the Conference are most appropriately dealt with in or on behalf of the Conference. For this reason the Diaconal Session of Conference was instituted at the point when the members of the newly reconstituted Methodist Diaconal Order were formally recognised as belonging to an order of ministry in the Church and received into full connexion with the Conference in 1995 (for more on the history and background to this see the report What is a Deacon? adopted by the Conference in 2004). The Diaconal Session of Conference was instituted in addition to the Convocation of the religious order. But whereas all deacons have to attend the latter, and all the energy of deacons is focused on that body, only those deacons who are members of the Representative Session of Conference tend to attend the latter and it has therefore seemed to be of secondary importance and has struggled to find a proper place.             

30. Deacons would therefore like to cease having a Diaconal Session of the Conference meeting at the same time and venue as the Representative Session. The Review Group would support this, but does not believe that all the exclusive jurisdiction and specific powers of the Diaconal Session of Conference concerning the order of ministry should be simply transferred to the Convocation of the religious order. It does, however, believe that that jurisdiction and those powers should be exercised in close proximity to the Convocation. For this to happen the Convocation would have to move the time of its meeting to the second half of May, after the selection processes for candidates and oversight processes for ordinands have been completed. The Review Group notes that the President and the Vice-President attend the Convocation for at least part of its gathering. It therefore recommends that a meeting of those deacons who have been elected or appointed as members of the Representative Session of the forthcoming Conference should be constituted as a Committee of the Conference to exercise all the particular powers and deal with all those matters which currently fall in the exclusive jurisdiction of the Diaconal Session of the Conference; that this Committee of the Conference should be chaired by the President (as is at present the practice with regard to the Diaconal Session of Conference); and that it should meet (where necessary, in closed session) during the Convocation.   

31. With regard to presbyters, the Review Group believes, as stated above, that as well as the Ministerial Synods there should continue to be a connexion-wide body in which presbyters confer about their identity and practice, and about the work of God from their presbyteral perspective [as set out in paragraph 20 a) and b) above]. Moreover, as with deacons, the Review Group does not propose removing from presbyters the matters in their exclusive jurisdiction or the powers delegated to them [as set out in paragraph 27 above]. As at present, however, only those presbyters who have been elected or appointed as members of the Representative Session of the Conference and who are able to vote should be able to exercise that jurisdiction or those powers, because only they are legally covered by privilege in relation to confidential matters and defamation. The Review Group therefore recommends that a meeting of those presbyters who have been elected or appointed as members of the Representative Session of the forthcoming Conference should be constituted as a Committee of the Conference to exercise all the particular powers and deal with all those matters which currently fall in the exclusive jurisdiction of the Ministerial Session of the Conference; that this Committee of the Conference should be chaired by the President (as is at present the practice with regard to the Ministerial Session of Conference); and that it should meet (where necessary, in closed session) close to the time of the Conference during the meeting of the connexion-wide body that gathers to confer about presbyteral identity and practice, and about the work of God from a presbyteral perspective.  
32. The Review Group believes that there are many advantages in reconstituting the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions of the Conference as reflective and conferring bodies [i.e. a representative connexion-wide body for presbyters and the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order respectively] to fulfil the purposes set out in paragraph 20 a) and b) above; and as Committees of the Conference, but with the same jurisdiction and powers as the current Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions, with regard to those in paragraph 20 c) above. There are currently three sessions of the Conference – Ministerial, Diaconal and Representative – each of which is the whole Conference rather than a part of it when it meets (and so they have to meet successively rather than concurrently). Methodists often pride themselves on not having a House of Bishops, House of Clergy and House of Laity in its supreme governing body. Yet the existence of the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions of the Conference as well as the Representative Session appears to suggest that there is a House of Clergy. If this were to be the case, then to ensure that there is some balance, it could be strongly argued that there would logically have to be a Lay Session of the Conference in which the lay members of the Representative Session can meet on their own. This is what has happened in some other Methodist Churches, such as those in Nigeria and Ghana. But the Review Group believes that there is no desire to create a Lay Session of the Conference in our Connexion. This is because the Conference works on a conferring rather than a parliamentary model, and embodies the principle that the essential nature of oversight in British Methodism is that it is shared, and this sharing is most fully realised in the Representative Session consisting of ministers (presbyters), deacons and lay persons. The Review Group believes that reconstituting the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions of the Conference in the way outlined in this report embodies and clarifies this principle. The Review Group therefore recommends that: 
· the Ministerial and Diaconal Sessions cease to be Sessions of the Conference;
· their exclusive jurisdiction and particular powers be transferred to Ministerial and Diaconal Committees of the Conference, as set out in this report;
· their conferring to fulfil the purposes set out in paragraph 20 a) and b) of this report be transferred to a connexion-wide body for presbyters and to the Convocation of the Methodist Diaconal Order;
· the Ministerial and Diaconal Committees of the Conference should relate closely to the connexion-wide body for presbyters and to the Convocation for deacons respectively.  
33. The Review Group recognises that if the Conference adopts the principles in this section of the report, more work will have to be done to bring suitable amendments to the Deed of Union and Standing Orders to the Conference of 2008. In the light of this, it recommends that the Conference appoint it for a further year to continue its task.          

Membership of the Conference Review Group (adopted by the 2004 Conference)

The Conference appointed the following as members of the Review Group: 

The Revd Ian White (Chair) - Former President of the Conference: Chair of the Methodist Council Review Group 

Dr Richard Vautrey - Leeds District; GP; Member of the Methodist Council Review Group 

Mrs Susan Howdle - Journal Secretary; former Vice-President; lawyer 

Ms Nwabueze Nwokolo - Racial Justice Committee; community lawyer 

Mrs Elizabeth Edwards - Synod Secretary, Newcastle District; former maths teacher; involved in arrangements for the 2006 conference 

Mr Steven Cooper - Conference-elected Representative; executive assistant, Archbishops’ Council 

The Revd Kenneth Howcroft (Convenor/Secretary) - Assistant Secretary of the Conference/Co-ordinating Secretary for Conference and Communication

***RESOLUTIONS

58/1.
The Conference receives the Report.

Notice of Motion 124
Conference endorses the principle of the report that there is equal lay and ordained representation.

With reference to para 13 of report 58 (Agenda 2, page 498ff) there is potential for disparity in the ex-officio members due to the preponderance of ordained ministers. This in turn causes a disparity in district representation towards a lay majority.

Therefore Conference directs the Conference Review Group to reconsider how the parity provided for by clause 14 (1) of the Deed of Union is brought about with a priority to keeping parity of district elected representation.

Notice of Motion 125

Amend 58/6 on page 519, para 9, (p498) by adding:

“of whom at least three quarters of the ministers should be elected by the synods” in order that the Conference may be seem more clearly to be representative of the whole church. Conference recognises that this means that some of those who would be ex-officio members will need to become associate members and directs the Council to bring proposals to implement this to Conference in 2008.

The Conference resolved to refer Notices of Motion 124 and 125 to the Conference Review Group for report to the Conference of 2008, directing the group to note the serious concern of the Conference as expressed in the Notices of Motion about the impact of the decrease in the size of Conference upon the number of ministers to be elected by the District Synods; and to address the disproportion between a) the numbers of lay and ministerial representatives elected by the District Synods, and b) the numbers of ministerial representatives elected by the District Synods and those who are ministerial ex-officio members.
58/2.
The Conference adopts the recommendations in paragraphs 2-17 of the Report.

58/3.
The Conference amends clause 14(5) of the Deed of Union as follows:

(a) The Conference-elected representatives shall be elected by the Conference. At least one third shall be ministers, at least one third shall be lay persons, and at least one One shall be a deacon and the remaining members shall consist of equal numbers of ministers and lay persons.

(b)
Subject to (a) above, T the numbers, term of office and other matters concerning the election and service of conference-elected representatives shall be prescribed by Standing Orders.
58/4.
The Conference amends Standing Orders as follows:

100
Numbers.  (1) The Representative Session shall number 384 306 persons of whom at least 21 shall be deacons.  


(2)  The Conference shall from time to time, and not less than once in every five years, review the numbers specified in clause (1).
101
Conference Secretariat and Other Officers of the Conference.  (1) Unless the Conference of the last preceding year otherwise determines, the assistant secretaries and other officers of the Conference in its Representative Session who are as such to be members of the Conference pursuant to clause 14(2)(iv) of the Deed of Union shall be the assistant secretary of the Conference, the record secretary, the assistant record secretary, the Journal secretary, the convener of the Committee of Scrutineers  and the convener of the Memorials Committee, and  the chair of the Business Committee appointed under Standing Order 136(1)(i).

(2) The assistant secretary shall be a minister. The other officers may be ministers, deacons or lay persons.


(3) The officers to be appointed for the Ministerial Session, being ministers, shall be the assistant secretary of the Conference, the record secretary, and the assistant record secretary (who shall also be responsible for presenting the report of the Memorials Committee), and the convener of the Committee of Scrutineers.


(4) The officers to be appointed for the Diaconal Session shall be the record secretary, assistant record secretary and such other officers as the last preceding Conference judges necessary.

102
Representatives of Connexional and Other Bodies  (1) The connexional committees, funds and institutions to be represented in the Conference pursuant to clause 14(2)(x) of the Deed of Union and the representation of each shall be as follows, any representative not otherwise identified being appointed by the body in question:

Body


Representation

(i)
Methodist Council
(a)
The chair of the council.


(b)
The connexional Treasurer.


(c)
The chair of the council’s Strategy and Resources Committee.


(d)
The Secretaries in the connexional Team (other than the assistant secretary of the Conference) and a member of the connexional Team responsible for Legal and Constitutional matters. 


(e)
One minister who is a commissioned chaplain.


(f)
Two persons, each of whom is serving overseas under the direction of the council or is a minister or deacon whose ministry is based on an overseas District or is a lay person who is a member in such a District.

(ii)
Faith and Order Committee
One representative

(iii)
Law and Polity Committee
One representative

(iv)
Stationing Committee
The chair of the committee

(v)
Racial Justice Committee
Six persons, at least two of whom should be under the age of 26.


(vi)
Methodist Publishing House
One person.

(vii)
Women’s Network of 

the Methodist Church
The president of Network


Representatives of Connexional Bodies, of the Youth Conference and of Y Gymanfa.  (1) The connexional committees, funds and institutions to be represented in the Conference pursuant to clause 14(2)(x) of the Deed of Union and the representation of each shall be as follows, any representative not otherwise identified being appointed by the body in question:

Body





Representation


(i)
Methodist Council
(a)
The Co-ordinating Secretaries (other than the assistant secretary of the Conference).




(b)
The connexional Treasurer.




(c)
The secretary and one other member of the Faith and Order Committee.




(d)
A representative of the Law and Polity Committee.




(dA)
The chair of the Stationing Committee.




(e)
A ministerial member of the connexional Team responsible for initial ministerial and diaconal training.




(f)
The chair of the council’s Strategy and Resources Committee.




(g)
One minister who is a commissioned chaplain.




(h)
Two persons, each of whom is serving overseas under the direction of the council or is a minister or deacon whose ministry is based on an overseas District or is a lay person who is a member in such a District.




(j)
Eight persons nominated by the Committee for Racial Justice, at least two  of whom should be under the age of 26.




(k)
Three other persons.


(ii)
Methodist Homes for



     the Aged


One person.

(iii)
Methodist Publishing



     House


One person.


(iv)
NCH


One person.


(v)
Women’s Network of 



   the Methodist Church
The president of Network

(2) If a person appointed as a representative to the Conference under clause (1) of this Standing Order cannot attend then the responsible body shall appoint a substitute in the appropriate category (ministerial, diaconal or lay), failing which the Methodist Council shall nominate a substitute for election by the Conference under clause 17 of the Deed of Union. 


(3) Subject to clause (4) below in making appointments under clause (1)(h), and (j) and (k) above the Methodist Council shall ensure that at least one third are of ministers and at least one third of lay persons.


(4) If in the opinion of the Conference the operation of clause (3) above, taken in conjunction with clause 14(2) and (3) of the Deed of Union, Standing Orders 101, 103 and 105 and the rest of this Standing Order, would or might result in failure at the next Conference to comply with clause 14(1) of the Deed of Union, the Conference shall give such other directions regarding the numbers or proportions of ministers and lay persons to be appointed under heads (h),  and (j) and (k) of clause (1) above as will ensure such compliance.


(5) The Methodist Youth Conference shall be represented by the Youth President, together with four lay persons elected at the preceding Methodist Youth Conference in accordance with Standing Order 250(7). 


(6) A lay member of another communion may be a member of the Conference if appointed under head (ii) or (iv) (vi) of clause (1) above, or if he or she is a member of the connexional Team and is appointed under head (i) .


(7) Y Gymanfa shall be represented by y Llywydd, appointed in accordance with Standing Order 490.

103
Conference-elected Representatives.  (1) The number of persons to be elected by the Conference under clause 14(5) of the Deed of Union shall be eighteen nine.  They shall be elected for a period of three years in a rotation of six three persons each year. Every Conference-elected representative shall hold office from the close of the Conference at which elected until the close of the Conference held in the third year after the date of election, and shall thereupon go out of office. He or she is not eligible for re-election at the Conference at the close of which he or she goes out of office, but is eligible at any later Conference. 


(2) The election of Conference-elected representatives shall be held after nomination by members of the Conference. Each nomination shall be signed by four members. It shall contain the District and Circuit in which the person being nominated is stationed or is a member, current appointment or current offices within the church, age, occupation, and any other relevant information (up to fifteen words). No member shall nominate more than one person. In electing such representatives the Conference shall consider its own composition as a whole with regard to age, sex and ethnic origin.  The election shall be by single transferable vote and the convener of the Committee of Scrutineers or a deputy chair of the Business Committee or his or her representative shall be the returning officer.


 (2A) Of the persons elected each year or appointed under clause (3) below at least two shall be ministers and at least two shall be lay persons.  The total number of Conference-elected representatives shall always include at least one deacon, four ministers and four lay persons.  In any year when there will be no such person remaining in office this requirement shall be drawn to the Conference’s attention in the nomination and voting papers. In each year, the particular requirements to fulfil these quotas in the light of the categories of those remaining in office shall be drawn to the Conference’s attention in the nomination and voting papers.


(2B) There shall be a single list of candidates.


(2C)  In the election the provisions of Standing Order 016A shall be modified so that:


(i)
if at any stage of the election the exclusion of a candidate under clause (6) of Standing Order 016A would make it impossible to comply with the requirements in clause (2A) above, then instead of excluding that candidate (here called a ‘protected candidate’) the returning officer shall exclude the candidate who, apart from the protected candidate, would next be excluded under the said clause; and


(ii)
if at any stage the election of a candidate under clause (4) or (5) of Standing Order 016A would make it impossible to comply with the requirements in clause (2A) above then that candidate, instead of being elected, shall thereby be excluded; except that


(iii)
if head (ii) above applies because two or more candidates would otherwise be elected under Standing Order 016A(4) or (5) then as among them the same priority of exclusion shall apply as under Standing Order 016A(6), and shall be applied successively until those left can be elected without breach of clause (2A) above.


(3) A person who will in another capacity be a member of the Conference of the next following year is not eligible for election as a Conference-elected representative. If after being elected as such a representative a person becomes entitled during the meeting of the Conference to be a member of the Conference of the next following year in another capacity his or her election as a Conference-elected representative shall, unless the Conference otherwise directs, be set aside and the Conference shall by redistribution of the votes for that person or in such other way as the Conference may determine choose one of the unsuccessful nominees, failing whom some other eligible person, to take his or her place.


(4) There is a casual vacancy if a Conference-elected representative dies, resigns or is disqualified and also, unless the Conference otherwise directs, if such a representative becomes a member of the Conference in another capacity.  Any casual vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the vacant term by election by the Conference in such manner as the Conference may determine, but so that the requirements in clause (2A) above are fulfilled there shall continue to be at least two ministers and at least two lay persons serving for that term and at least one deacon in the total number.


(5) A Conference-elected representative who is unable to attend the Conference shall so inform the Secretary of the Conference at least one week before the date fixed for the commencement of the Conference and the Methodist Council, or, if the council does not meet, the Secretary shall nominate a person to fill during that Conference only the temporary vacancy thus created. The nomination shall give effect to the principles of clause (2A) above and shall be submitted to the Conference, which shall be requested to elect the person so nominated.

104
[revoked]

105
District Allocations.  (1) The representatives elected under clause 14(6) of the Deed of Union shall be elected by the Representative Session of each home Synod.  The total number of representatives to be so elected, and the apportionment between categories of members, shall be calculated, based upon what will or may be required to ensure compliance in  the composition of the Conference as a whole with clause 14(1) of the Deed. The numbers to be elected by each home Synod shall be arrived at in accordance with clauses (1A) to (3A) below by making the allocations under clauses (1A) and (1B) below and shall be specified by the Secretary of the Conference on its behalf in a list circulated to all Synod Secretaries by 15th July of the preceding connexional year and published in the Minutes of Conference.   


(1A) The allocation of diaconal representatives required in order to comply with Standing Order 100 shall first be made in accordance with a rota approved annually by the Methodist Council.  The rota shall take into account the proportion of deacons in the active work and diaconal probationers expected to be stationed in the various Districts and shall ensure that, over a period of time, all Districts with eligible persons are represented. 


(1B) The remaining seats that require to be filled shall then be allocated in accordance with clauses (2) to (3A) below.


(2) The following minima shall obtain in the allocation of the remaining seats that require to be filled :


(i)
Scotland and Shetland: six persons in all, distributed between them in accordance with clause (3A) below;


(ii)
Channel Islands and Isle of Man: two persons each;


(iii)
Each other District: four persons.


(3) The numbers to be elected by each Synod shall, subject to clause (2) above, be in proportion to the number of members in the District involved.   The numbers of seats to be filled by ministerial and lay representatives respectively and those open to be filled by persons of any category, whether ministerial, diaconal or lay, shall be calculated in accordance with clause (1) aboveseparately.  The calculation shall ensure that in each of the Districts to which five or more seats are allocated at least one third of the representatives to be elected are ministers and at least one third are lay persons, allocating in order of magnitude of fractional claims the seats remaining after satisfaction of entitlement to whole numbers.  
 


(3A) Subject to clause (2)(i) above the number of representatives to be elected by the Synods of the Scotland and Shetland Districts shall be calculated in accordance with clause (3) above as if they were a single District, adding together the number of members in each.  The distribution of seats between them shall be by mutual agreement and the Chairs involved shall give notice to the Secretary of the Conference not later than the close of the preceding Conference how many of the minimum number of seats, and how many additional seats, if any, above the minimum, are to be allocated to each District for the following Conference.

(4) In specifying the allocations made under clauses (1B2) to (3A) above the Secretary of the Conference shall state which Districts will be entitled to additional representatives or to fewer if places become available by reason of dual qualification or if an error within clause (5)(b) below requires correction, with the order of priority, arrived at in accordance with clause (3) above.


(5) (a) The provisions of this Standing Order prescribing the method of arriving at the allocations are directory only; subject to sub-clause (b) below the allocations specified by the Secretary of the Conference under clauses (1B2) to (3A) above shall be binding notwithstanding any error in the calculations. 

(b) If an error in computing the total number of seats available, as at the date of the circulation of the list under clause (3) above, to be filled under clause 14(6) of the Deed of Union is discovered after that date it shall forthwith be corrected and a note of the correction shall be entered in the Journal of the Conference and signed by the Secretary of the Conference.


(6) A Synod may elect representatives allocated under clause (1B) above for one, two or three years, and Synods are strongly encouraged wherever possible to seek some continuity in their representation. and if If in any year a District is allocated six seats or more then in that year the Synod shall elect at least one representative for three years. For the purposes of clauses (2), (3) and (3A) above representatives who under this clause will be serving for a second or third year shall be deemed to be re-elected for that year and shall be included in the relevant minima and allocations accordingly.  


(7) If a person elected for more than one year under clause (6) above becomes entitled in a second or third year to be a member of the Conference in another capacity, ceases to be eligible for election by that Synod under Standing Order 417(1), dies, resigns or becomes disqualified, his or her place shall be filled by election by the Synod, which shall determine the term of office of the person so elected.

107
Associate Members.  (1) The associate members of the Conference to be appointed under clause 14(4) of the Deed of Union shall be as follows:


(i)
six persons appointed by other churches and Christian bodies which are members of an ecumenical body or association in Great Britain of which the Methodist Church is also a member;


(ii)
twenty persons appointed by other autonomous conferences, other Methodist churches and united churches in which Methodists have joined.


(2) The Methodist Council shall annually recommend and the Conference shall annually determine which bodies are to appoint associate members, and in what numbers, to the next or next but one Conference under clause (1) above.


(3) The appointment under clause 14(4)(d) of the Deed of Union of two associate members as members of the Conference shall be made by the Methodist Council.  Such appointment shall not give rise to a casual vacancy or require or permit further appointments of associate members to be made .

110  
Designation and Election  [of President and Vice-President]

…

(6)  Voting shall be by single transferable vote and the chair of the Business Committee or his or her representative convener of the Committee of Scrutineers or a deputy shall be the returning officer .

…

117
Other Officers.  Subject to Standing Order 136(1)(i), all All other officers of the Conference shall be elected …..

124
Publication of Proceedings. (1) Subject to clause (9) below the general resolutions and other proceedings of the Conference required by clause 37 of the Deed of Union to be printed and published shall be issued as a book under the title of ‘The Minutes of the Annual Conference and Directory of the Methodist Church’ and the year of the Conference concerned. 


(2) It shall be prepared for publication by the Secretary of the Conference.

[clause (3) to be re-numbered as (11), below; re-number clause (4A) as (4); remaining clauses (5) to (10) unchanged]


(3 11) A brief summary of the transactions of the Conference shall be published annually for wide circulation in the Church.  This summary shall highlight possible action points for individuals and Local Churches or questions that could be addressed at local level.  The cost of publication shall be a charge on the Methodist Church Fund and arrangements for it shall be made by the Methodist Council.  Responsibility for the content of the summary shall lie with the person or persons appointed to edit it, who shall be responsible for taking the following action:


(i)
consulting the Secretary of the Conference on the factual content; and


(ii)
ensuring that the master copy reaches the Methodist Publishing House so that it can be distributed by the end of August. 


(12)  Any member of the Conference reporting the public proceedings of the Conference for the news media shall be personally responsible to the Conference for the information given.  [renumbered from S.O. 145(1)]
….

125
Custody of Records, etc.  
(2)  The following records and documents shall also be in the permanent custody of the Secretary of the Conference:


…


(ii)
reports of committees (but not those of groups constituted under Standing Order 136(2)(v)) meeting during the Conference …

131
Rules of debate



….




(4) (a) Subject to sub-clause (b) below every resolution or amendment shall be circulated beforehand in writing in the Agenda, or by other form of official report, or by notice of motion.


(b) Sub-clause (a) does not apply:


(i)
to procedural motions under clause (11) below or resolutions to extend sittings of the Conference beyond the time already determined;


(ii)
to resolutions submitted by the Law and Polity Sub-committee under clause (25) below;


(iii)
to business taken in closed session;


(iv)
to further amendments moved after a resolution has already been amended;


(v)
where the Conference has dispensed with circulation under clause (19)(a) (ii) below or Standing Order 132(3) Standing Order 129(4)(b) or 129A or otherwise;

(vi)
if the President judges it necessary for the effective conclusion of a debate to admit a resolution or amendment without prior notice.
132
Notices of Motion.  (1) Subject to Standing Order 131(4) Aany two members may upon notice of motion complying with this Standing Order bring before the Conference any lawful resolution within the competence of the Conference.


(1A) Every notice of motion shall be handed to the Secretary in written form and signed by the following persons:


(i)
where the proposal is to amend a resolution and those responsible for presenting that business to the Conference are prepared to accept it, the proposer and seconder of the motion; 


(ii)
where such a proposal to amend is not accepted by those responsible, the proposer and seconder and four other persons; 


(iii)
in all other cases, the proposer and seconder and eight other persons. 


(2) Only on matters of urgency, so judged by the President, shall notices of motion in the Representative Session be accepted after lunch time on the fourth day of the session, except that a notice of motion proposing to amend a resolution circulated or materially altered on or after the first day of the session shall be accepted if lodged before the close of business on the day before the resolution is to be dealt with.


(3) Resolutions arising from notices of motion shall not without the leave of the Conference be moved until they have been printed and circulated. 


134A
En Bloc Business. [moved from S.O. 136(2A)] (2A) (1) (a)  The Business Committee shall consider, taking into account the recommendations of the Memorials Committee made under Standing Order 138(5A), which resolutions to which this clause applies are unlikely to become provisional resolutions or to give rise to opposition or debate or to require amendment other than within sub-clause (e) below.  It shall, no later than the opening of the Representative Session, table a list of such resolutions with notice of its intention to invite the Conference in due course to adopt all such resolutions en bloc.


(b) This clause applies to all resolutions in the Agenda or otherwise circulated before the opening of the Conference except those for the confirmation of provisional resolutions, or for the adoption or confirmation of special resolutions under Standing Order 126, and except resolutions relating to Conference Statements under Standing Order 129.  


(c) Subject to sub-clause (e) below any resolution, including any recommended reply to a memorial, which becomes the subject of an amending notice of motion shall be removed from the list. In addition, by giving notice to the Secretary of the Conference in writing before the close of business on the third day of the Representative Session, any six members of the Conference may, without proposing an amendment, require any item or items, except a recommended reply to a memorial, to be removed from the list. The Business Committee itself shall be free at any time before the resolutions are moved to remove any item or items from the list.


(d) The resolutions remaining in the list shall not earlier than the fourth day of the Representative Session be moved en bloc and voted upon without discussion.


(e) A need to make minor corrections to the text of any resolution on the list shall not necessitate its removal, and it may be moved under sub-clause (d) above as corrected.  The Business Committee shall decide all questions as to the application of this sub-clause.

(2)  The Business Committee may also advise, in the exercise of its functions under Standing Order 136(2A)(c), that such resolutions based upon the recommendations of reference groups as it considers appropriate for such procedure should also be moved en bloc and voted upon without discussion.  Clause (3) shall apply to the removal of any resolution from that procedure, provided the notice is duly given before the close of business on the day upon which such advice is circulated to the Conference.  

136  Conference Business Committee  (1) There shall be a business committee for the Representative Session of the Conference, consisting of:

(i) an ex-President or ex-Vice-President, appointed by the previous Conference upon the nomination of the Methodist Council to serve for a period of three years, who shall chair the committee and who shall, whether or not a member in any other capacity, be a member and officer of the Conference during the period of appointment; and 

(ii) three ministerial or diaconal and three lay members of the Conference elected in accordance with clause (1A) or appointed under clause (1C). 

The Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the Conference shall be in attendance but without a vote and the connexional Treasurer and the connexional Press Officer shall attend as consultants when required.

(1A)  Where there will be a vacancy in the elected membership of the committee for the next Conference, an election shall be held after nomination by members of the current Conference.  Each nomination shall be signed by a proposer and seconder.  It shall contain the District and Circuit in which the person being nominated is stationed or is a member, current appointment or current offices within the church, age, occupation, and any other relevant information (up to fifteen words). No member shall nominate more than one person. In electing such members the Conference shall consider the composition of the committee with regard to age, sex and ethnic origin.  The election shall be by single transferable vote and the Chair of the Business Committee or his or her representative convener of the Committee of Scrutineers or a deputy shall be the returning officer.  The returning officer shall declare the persons elected to serve, together with two persons in each category as reserves in the event of any person who received a higher number of votes, or a continuing member under clause (1B), not being a member of the next Conference or not being able or willing to attend.  Such reserves shall serve for the period for which the person originally elected would have served and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.

(1B) Committee members shall be elected for three years and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.  If an elected member is not a member of or is absent from the next ensuing or one of the subsequent Conferences the appointment shall lapse and the vacancy shall be filled in accordance with clause (1A) or (1C). 

(1C) If it becomes clear during the course of the connexional year that there will be a vacancy on the committee which cannot be filled in accordance with the above provisions, the Methodist Council shall have the power to appoint a member from amongst the members of the next Conference .  Such appointment shall be for that Conference only.

(2) The committee shall meet before and during the sessions of the Conference as may be necessary and shall have the following responsibilities:


(i)
to draw up the order of business in the Conference and to allocate time to each item;


(iA)
to identify the resolutions which it proposes shall be moved en bloc under Standing Order 134A;


(ii)
to recommend to the Conference which notices of motion should be debated in the Conference and at what time, and which should be dealt with in some other way, and for what reason;


(iii)
to review at the end of each day the business allocated to the day but not completed and to advise the Conference how it should be dealt with; 


(iv)
to recommend to the President and Vice-President items of business for which they might invite members of the Conference to indicate to the committee in advance a wish to speak, and to offer advice to the President and Vice-President so as to enable a representative range of views to be heard in any such debates;


(v)
to identify items of Conference business which may be matters which are appropriate to be dealt with through any of the processes set out in clause (2A) below and to make the necessary arrangements, including assigning for discussion in groups, to assign the members of the Conference to such groups as may be required groups when required and to advise the Conference whether, and if so in what form, their discussions are to be reported to the Conference.  


(2A) [Current wording moved to SO 134A] (a) The committee may arrange for matters of general concern, not being dealt with in the formal business of the Conference, to be discussed in workshops or similar groups and shall advise the Conference on the procedure by which any issues raised in those discussions may be taken forward.

 (b) The committee may identify items of Conference business which, because of the detail involved or the complexity of the issues, can profitably be explored in depth in hearings or group discussion before being debated in full Conference, and may advise the Conference whether, and if so how, the results of such exploration are to be reported.

(c) The committee may advise that certain items in the business of the Conference be dealt with in reference groups, with the expectation that the recommendations of such groups will be dealt with by the Conference en bloc under Standing Order 134A(2).    

(2B) The committee may recommend that the Conference deal with any business by referring the questions raised to Synods and/or to Circuit Meetings for consideration or action without itself expressing a judgment on the substance of the issue.  In such a case, the committee shall recommend whether Synods and Circuit Meetings are to report their conclusions to the Conference and, if so, a timetable for such reports.


(2C) The committee shall arrange for the budget for the Methodist Church Fund proposed by the Methodist Council under Standing Order 212(2) to be dealt with presented and considered not later than the fourth day of the Representative Session. The formal resolution for its adoption, and the consequent resolution as to the allocation to the respective Districts of the assessments, shall be moved on the final day of the Representative Session.

(3) All recommendations of the committee shall be reported daily to the Conference for approval or amendment.  The President shall have the power to limit the length of any debate on procedural questions arising from the committee’s report.

137
Committees of Reference.  (1) Whilst the Business Committee may identify, under Standing Order 136(2)(v), general items of business appropriate to be discussed in the Representative Session in groups, the provisions of this Standing Order shall apply where it is determined under clause (3) below that a matter shall be referred to a formal Committee of Reference.  

(2)  The Methodist Council shall annually approve a list of the names of persons, all of whom are expected to be members of the ensuing Conference, who may be appointed to serve on Committees of Reference in accordance with clause (34) below.  The list shall include, and identify as such, the names of an appropriate number of persons who may act as conveners.


(23) There may be referred to a Committee of Reference for consideration and report any matters which any session of Conference or, if arising before that session meets, the President may think fit.


(34) Each such committee shall be appointed by the relevant session or, in a case arising before that session meets or where the urgency of the case so requires, the President from the list referred to in clause (1) above.  It shall be composed of a convener and eight other persons, all being members of the relevant session.

138
Memorials Committee.

….

(5A)  The committee shall recommend to the Business Committee which replies to memorials shall could be proposed to be moved and voted upon en bloc under Standing Order 136(2A)  134A.

139  Scrutineers.  The Representative and Ministerial Sessions of the Conference shall each appoint from among their own voting members a Committee of sufficient number of scrutineers to count and record the votes of the Conference as arranged by the convener of the Committees under the direction of one of their number appointed as Chief Scrutineer for that session by the Methodist Council.

140
Conference Arrangements Committee.  

(1) The Methodist Council shall appoint a convener and other members of the Conference Arrangements Committee which,  The District or Districts entertaining the Conference shall appoint a committee which, in consultation with under the direction of the Secretary of the Conference, shall be responsible for all arrangements for the accommodation of the Conference, the Methodist Council and conference committees, hospitality for and its members, public services and meetings in connection with the Conference and all financial and other matters relating thereto, except as provided in Standing Orders 141, 142 and 146. 

141
Expenses of Representatives.  (1) The approved travelling expenses to and from the Conference and local travelling expenses during the Conference of all members and associate members of the Conference representatives elected by the Conference (whether or not pursuant to Standing Order 103), their approved accommodation costs and the cost of their lunches and teas  shall be met by the Methodist Church Fund.  Their hospitality shall be arranged by the Districts entertaining the Conference.


(2) Each Synod shall be responsible for meeting the travelling expenses to and from the Conference, the local travelling expenses during the Conference and the cost of lunches and teas of the Chair of the District and of all representatives elected by the Synod.  The expenditure incurred by the Synods under this clause shall be reimbursed to them from the Methodist Church Fund.

(3) The travelling expenses to and from the Conference, the local travelling expenses during the Conference and the cost of lunches and teas of the representatives of connexional bodies specified in Standing Order 102 shall in each case be met by the funds administered by the body concerned, or if none by the Methodist Church Fund.

142
Charges.  (1) The Methodist Council and eEach committee or institution requiring additional accommodation on the Conference premises shall apply to the Conference Arrangements Committee and, where it is available and allocated to them, shall contribute as required for the same to the Methodist Church Fund. Conference expenses fund.


(2) The Methodist Council and Eeach committee or institution holding a public meeting in connection with the Conference shall be responsible for the expenses involved and shall, in addition, contribute to the Methodist Church Fund Conference expenses fund a quota of the amount received by way of collections.  The quota shall be determined by the Conference Arrangements Committee.

143, 144  [revoked]

145
Publicity and Publications.  (1) Any member of the Conference reporting the public proceedings of the Conference for the news media shall be personally responsible to the Conference for the information given.  [moved to SO 124]


(2) Distribution of Written Communications.  No pamphlets, advertisements or other literature shall be distributed within the Conference hall unless required by the business of the Conference. Letters shall be distributed only if they are addressed to Conference members by name, and the Conference Arrangements Committee shall not be obliged to distribute envelopes, even if addressed by name, which they have reason to believe are not bona fide personal mail.  In any case of uncertainty the decision of the President shall be final.

146
Printing Expenses.  The cost of producing the Daily Record and other material that is in the judgment of the Secretary of Conference necessary for the Conference to conduct its business , the Conference Service, leaflets for the opening of the Conference and the reception into full connexion of ordinands, scrutineers’ lists and voting papers shall be a charge on the Methodist Church Fund.

206   Particulars of Nominees.  
….


(2)  These particulars shall, unless printed in the Conference Agenda or in a notice of motion otherwise officially circulated to the Conference, be displayed by notice in the Conference hall.

211 [Methodist Council] General Powers


(2) The council is charged with responsibility to keep in constant review the life of the Methodist Church, to study its work and witness throughout the Connexion, to indicate what changes are necessary or what steps should be taken to make the work of the Church more effective, to give spiritual leadership to the Church and to report annually to the Conference, bringing to the notice of the Conference matters to which it believes the Conference ought to give urgent attention.


(3) For the purpose of discharging the responsibilities set out in clause (2) above the council shall:


(i)
ensure that the decisions of the Conference are fully implemented;


(ii)
 scrutinise in detail on behalf of the Conference the reports from those bodies required to report to the Conference upon the discharge of their governance responsibilities;

58/5.
The Conference resolves that the amendments to Standing Orders above shall apply to the election and appointment of representatives to the Conference of 2008, with the following modifications:

(a)
The amendments to S.O. 103 shall not apply to the election of conference-elected representatives at the current Conference.   The Conference resolves to suspend the provisions of clauses (1), (2A) and (4) of the existing S.O. 103 with respect to the total number of such representatives and the number to be elected each year, and further resolves to elect three persons, including one deacon, one minister and one lay person.  

(b)
The total number of members of the Conference specified in S.O. 100 shall be increased to the extent necessary to take account of the number of conference-elected representatives elected at preceding Conferences and under (a) above.   

58/6.
The Conference adopts the recommendations in paragraphs 18-32 of the Report.

58/7.
The Conference appoints the review group for a further year.
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