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49.
Special Resolutions from the 2006 Conference 

Under Standing Order 126, special resolutions of the Conference require to be confirmed the following year after appropriate consultation before they can become effective.   For the purpose of consultation, they are either referred to the Methodist Council (unless moved on the Council’s behalf, in which case they are referred to the Law and Polity Committee) or dealt with as provisional legislation under Standing Order 122 and submitted to the Synods and the Law and Polity Committee.  At the Conference of 2006, there were two special resolutions in the latter category.  The bodies consulted may approve or disapprove the resolution but may not amend it.

SUBMITTED TO THE SYNODS IN THE HOME DISTRICTS AND TO THE LAW AND POLITY COMMITTEE  

1. Resolution 41/8 (2006)

The Conference amended the Deed of Union as follows:

clause 14  The Representative Session 
(1)
Numbers.  

The Conference in its Representative Session shall consist of ministers, deacons and lay persons, in the numbers the number of persons prescribed by Standing Orders, of whom at least one third shall be ministers, at least one third half shall be lay persons and at least the minimum number similarly prescribed shall be deacons.

27 Synods approved the resolution.

The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

49/1.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in 1. above.

49/1A.
The Conference further resolves that the amendment of Clause 14(1) made by the previous resolution shall first come into effect for the purpose of determining the membership of the Conference of 2010.

2.
Resolution 41/12(c) (2006)


The Conference amended the Deed of Union as follows:

clause 14  The Representative Session 
… 

(2) Membership.  


The Conference in its Representative Session shall comprise:


(i)
the persons who when it commences its sitting hold office as the President, the Vice-President and the Secretary of the Conference;


(ii)
the persons who last held office as the President and the Vice-President of the Conference; ex-Presidents and ex-Vice-Presidents of the Conference who took office as President or Vice-President during the two Conferences next before the last preceding Conference;

(iii)
the President-Designate, the Vice-President Designate and (if any) the Secretary-Designate nominated by the last preceding Conference;


(iv)
assistant secretaries and other officers of the Conference, as prescribed by Standing Orders;


(v)
the Chair or co-Chairs of each home District;


(vi)
the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order;


(vii)
the Vice-President and the Secretary of the Irish Conference;


(viii)
the members and associate members appointed by or on behalf of the conferences and churches as prescribed in sub-clauses (3) and (4) below;


(ix)
the conference-elected representatives, as prescribed below;


(x)
representatives of connexional committees, funds and institutions, as prescribed by Standing Orders;  

(xA)
representatives, as prescribed by Standing Orders, of a Methodist Youth Conference to be established in accordance with Standing Orders;


(xB)
representatives, as prescribed by StandingOrders, of Y Gymanfa for Wales, to be established in accordance with Standing Orders;


(xi)
members elected by the Representative Sessions of Synods, as prescribed below. 

(3) The Irish Conference and the General Conference of the United Methodist Church.  

The Conference of the Methodist Church in Ireland and the General Conference of the United Methodist Church shall each be entitled to appoint annually to the Conference four persons and two persons respectively.

…

(6)
Synod Representatives.  

Except as provided in heads (i) to (xB xA) of sub-clause (2) and in clause 17(a) all members of the Representative Session of the Conference ….
21 Synods approved the resolution.

The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution.

A further amendment to this clause, arising from a different report last year, appears under Resolution 49/4 below, but each amendment can be considered and dealt with independently of the other.
***RESOLUTION

49/2.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in 2. above.

SUBMITTED BY THE CONFERENCE TO THE METHODIST COUNCIL

1.
Resolution 42/9 (2006)



The Conference amended the Deed of Union as follows:

clause 14(4)

(d)  The Methodist Council shall appoint Provision shall be made by Standing Orders for the appointment annually as members of the Conference, from among those appointed as associate members by or on behalf of other autonomous Conferences, by other Methodist Churches or by united churches in which Methodists have joined, of two persons who shall thereupon cease to be associate members.

[The Standing Order provision for the exercise of the clause 14(4) power by the Methodist Council is included in the amendments in section 58 of the Agenda.]

clause 15

(a)  The Conference in its Ministerial Session shall consist:


(i)
of all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are ministers, including those who are appointed under clause 14(3) or 14(4)(d); and …

clause 15A

(a)  The Conference in its Diaconal Session shall consist of


…(ii)
all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are deacons, including any persons ordained to the office and ministry of a deacon who are appointed under clause 14(3) or 14(4)(d); 

[A further amendment to these two clauses appears on p. 353 but each amendment can be considered and dealt with independently of the other]
The Methodist Council approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

49/3.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in 1. above.

SUBMITTED TO THE LAW AND POLITY COMMITTEE

1.
Resolution 65/2 (2006) 


The Conference amends clause 14(1) of the Deed of Union by inserting “at the opening of the Conference” immediately after “of whom”. * 


[Clause 14(1) at present reads as follows: 

“14
  The Representative Session.  (1) Numbers.  The Conference in its Representative Session shall consist of the number of persons prescribed by Standing Orders, of whom at least one third shall be ministers, at least one third shall be lay persons, and at least the minimum number similarly prescribed shall be deacons.”.]  

*See the note on p.351

The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution

***RESOLUTION

49/4.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in 1. above.

2. Resolution 65/3 (2006) as amended [Daily Record 8/40/3]

The Conference amends clauses 15(a)(i) and 15A(a)(ii) of the Deed of Union as follows:*
15  The Ministerial Session  (a) The Conference in its Ministerial Session shall consist:


(i)
of all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are ministers, including those who are appointed under clause 14(3) but excluding those received into full connexion during the course of the Conference; 

15A  The Diaconal Session.  (a) The Conference in its Diaconal Session shall consist of

……..


(ii)
all those members of the Representative Session of the Conference who are deacons, including any persons ordained to the office and ministry of a deacon who are appointed under clause 14(3) but excluding persons received into full connexion during the course of the Conference;

*See the note on p.351

The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

49/5.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in 2. above.

