7.
Managing Trustees of Central Hall Westminster

Introduction
In last year’s annual report to the Conference the Trustees were pleased to confirm the completion of a major refurbishment scheme with enhanced facilities throughout the building of the Methodist Central Hall Westminster.  This year’s report will focus on ways in which the Church and Conference Centre have developed the work since refurbishment and in which new ventures have come to fruition.

Ministry of the Church
The fact that so many people have had contact with the Church at Central Hall during the year has been most encouraging yet demanding on the ministerial team, led by the Superintendent Minister The Revd Martin Turner, and lay helpers.  Sister Jane Middleton works with pastoral leaders to help sustain pastoral links with church members and adherents who are widely spread, and has recorded an increase in membership in 2006-07.

Sunday morning congregations in the Great Hall show growth and always include visitors from around the world as well as all parts of the British Isles.  Comments are invariably made on the warmth of welcome, the inspiration gained from worshipping in a large congregation, the vibrant and challenging preaching together with the high quality of music led by the Directors of Music, Mr Alistair Lilley and Mr Mark Stringer.  Sunday evenings in the Chapel are a time for contrasting forms of worship from the traditional to the more informal or contemporary and include a monthly service of healing and Holy Communion.  A new venture, led by The Revd Tony Miles, is the concept of “The Gathering” held in the Great Hall on occasional Sunday evenings - the first held in February 2007 with the London Community Gospel Choir and the next in November 2007 which will be a ‘Big Sing’ in celebration of the life of Charles Wesley.  The aim of “The Gathering” is to attract a congregation of at least a thousand people from across London, not only regular church-attenders but also those for whom worship is a new experience.  

The Prayer and Healing Ministry at Central Hall, under the leadership of Revd Dr Malcolm White, is an important focus of the work.  In 2007 the annual Healing Conference on a Saturday in May has Revd Dr Scott McDermott of Washington Crossing Methodist Church, USA as the guest leader.  Invitations to participants throughout the London District and beyond ensures that the influence of this work is opened up to a wide constituency.

Mr Jonathan Green, the Young Adult Pastor, has established an increasingly successful area of ministry entitled ‘The Sanctuary Westminster’.  This is a weekly gathering of students and others in their twenties and thirties “committed to exploring and expressing life centred upon Jesus.”  From modest beginnings the group has now attracted over 100 young people with 50 or more in attendance each Thursday evening.  Members engage in outreach projects to the homeless and have plans for participation in a retreat and Christian festivals in Europe in the summer.

Special Church-Related Events
The new London District was launched at the Central Hall in September 2006.  It was a pleasure to be the host venue for this event which began with the first meeting of the Synod, followed by a great service of thanksgiving and dedication in the afternoon and a concert in the evening.  All agreed it was a truly memorable day.  The London District has offices on the third floor of Central Hall thus providing a key location in Central London.

A concert for The Passage, a Roman Catholic charity for the homeless, was held at Central Hall in October 2006.  This vital, annual funding event for the charity raised a sum in excess of £100,000 on a night which was supported by celebrities of TV and stage.

The new Church Community Suite is situated on the ground floor in one corner of the building which has been adapted and refurbished at the expense of the Trust.  It provides an outreach opportunity for the church to the community of Westminster and is being used daily by the St. Vincent’s Family Project.  As the latter is a Roman Catholic charity it was particularly fitting to welcome Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor to declare open the new premises in December 2006.

The Parliamentary Methodist Fellowship Covenant Service took place once again in the Chapel of St. Mary Undercroft in the Palace of Westminster.  The leader of the Fellowship, The Revd Martin Turner and preacher for the service, greeted the worshippers who included the President and Vice-President of Conference, a number of Members of Parliament and Peers, representatives of the Connexional offices and District as well as the local Church.

Churches Together in Westminster held their annual general meeting in the Chapel at Central Hall in February 2007 at which an address on ‘The Abolition of the Slave Trade’ was given by Lord Griffiths.  Representatives were present of all denominations in Westminster and they later enjoyed hospitality in the café.

The Daffodil Day Rally again attracted large numbers with enthusiastic participants assembling from across London and the South East.  Jointly sponsored by Network, the Secretaries and Presidents of London Districts worked with the Church to organise this year’s event on the theme ‘Amazing Grace’.

It was an honour in March 2007 to be the venue for two great services to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Independence of the Republic of Ghana.  The first, a Sunday morning service, attended by the Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship in London at which the preacher was the British Ghanaian Chaplain, The Revd Emmanuel Aggrey-Ogoe: the second a service of celebration and thanksgiving arranged by the Ghanaian Christian Fellowship and attended by President Kufuor of Ghana on his State Visit. 

The Conference Centre
The Conference Centre team was delighted to have the building available once again after its closure for refurbishment.  Re-opening however presented a particular challenge of re-establishing links with regular clients and making opportunities for new clients to become aware of the facilities.  Snagging operations by the building contractors interfered on occasions with areas of the re-opened premises.

Mr Michael Sharp, the Chief Executive, and his team of Events Staff, have found various ways of making known the improved facilities and the high quality of customer services which clients can expect.  The ever-growing diversity of the customer base is indicative that their efforts are proving successful.

As so many government departments are within walking distance, it is not uncommon to have meetings and conferences from such departments.  Likewise the banking sector favours the strategically placed nature of the premises.  An interesting development has been bookings from an Educational Agency for days for 6th formers in the Great Hall, bringing together 2,000 students to hear lectures and presentations on curriculum subjects such as History and Poetry.  Several universities have chosen to hold their Graduation Ceremonies at Central Hall.  The BBC World Service also hired Central Hall for their Awards Ceremony and Dinner.

In January 2007 a reception and dinner was held for the visit to London of President Kikwete of Tanzania, hosted by the Britain-Tanzania Society, in the presence of High Commissioners, government ministers from Tanzania and other guests from the President’s party.  

Catering for such events and catering for the public in the café is seen as an important aspect of offering hospitality to all who visit.  In order to ensure consistent quality and to control costs, the entire catering process is now out-sourced to Crown Caterers as a pilot scheme, the results of which will be carefully monitored.

The welcome offered to visitors including pastoral care has been given serious consideration.  Mr Mervyn Appleby become Visitor Services Manager from Summer 2006 on the retirement of Mr David Gloin.  He has most effectively forged links between visitors’ interests in viewing the impressive Edwardian building and the ministry and mission of the Methodist Church.  The team of visitor hosts from the Districts continue in support of welcoming thousands of visitors per year.  Mr Richard Ratcliffe, the archivist, has written several booklets as guidance material for viewing the building and researching the Historic Roll.  The Visitor Centre, near the main reception desk, is being expanded and a resource/educational area set up.

The Trustees’ Response to Memorial 28 (Methodist Conference 2006)
The Trustees have noted and regret the misleading information concerning the alcohol licence which was contained in Memorial 28 to the Conference of 2006.  In response they would wish to assure the Conference that appropriate checks and balances are in place in order that the context and manner of serving alcohol remain in accordance with the Methodist emphasis on moderation.  It is the hope of the Trustees that the Conference is encouraged by the opportunity this brings to offer hospitality at receptions to a much wider group of organisations and people, quite often related to charitable events.

Future Priorities

The Revd Jenny Impey succeeded The Revd Martin Broadbent as Chair of the Managing Trustees in September 2006 and Mr Richard Reeves became Treasurer on the retirement of Mr Michael Brignall.  The new officers together with the Trustees and General Manager have been giving thought and attention to future priorities over a three to five year time frame.  Already agreed is that in funding terms a balance will be struck between the needs of the Church - its growth in mission and ministry, the needs of the building for general maintenance or major projects, and the need financially to repay the bank loan in part over that period.  Detailed planning in respect of these priorities is on-going. 

Conclusion
The Trustees are thankful for the progress which has been maintained during and since the major refurbishment scheme.  They believe that the Methodist Central Hall Westminster continues to make a distinctive and highly relevant contribution in its various ways to Mission and Ministry at the heart of London. 

***RESOLUTIONS
7/1.
The Conference receives the Report.

7/2.
The Conference appoints the following Managing Trustees of the Conference Property at Central Hall Westminster.

The Revd Jenny Impey (Chair of the Managing Trustees and Convenor – ex officio), The Revd Martin H Turner (Superintendent, London Westminster – ex officio), ¥Mr Jacob Baiden, Ms Ruby Beech, The Revd Stuart Bell, ¥*Mrs Joan Broadhurst, ¥The Revd Dr Stuart Burgess, ¥Mr Alan Clarke, Mr Dudley Coates, Ms Angela Cobbina, Mr Ian Hume, The Revd Dr Howard Mellor, Ms Sarah Middleton, Mr Alan Poole, Mr Richard Reeves, ¥Judge Peter R Rogers, ¥*The Revd Dr Malcolm White, *Miss Sarah Willison, ¥Miss Christine M Wykes, Mr Henry Yentumi.

*Indicates the people nominated by the London Westminster Circuit Meeting.

¥Indicates Trustees who have served for 6 years or more.

Reasoned Statements
Mr Jacob Baiden  (1997)  Essential church link in capacity as Senior Circuit Steward.

Mrs Joan Broadhurst  (2000)  M.A.  Church link as Circuit Steward and Secretary of Leadership Team.

Revd Dr Stuart Burgess  (2000)  Wide connexional experience is much valued.

Mr Alan Clarke  1998  DipEE, C.Eng, MIEE, MCIBSE, MSLL

Professional skills needed.

Judge Peter R Rogers  (2000)

Professional skills needed.

Revd Dr Malcolm White  (2001)  Needs to remain as Chair of Hall Fabric Committee reporting to Trustees.

Miss Christine M Wykes  (1999)  M.A.  Secretary.  Needs to remain in post to sustain continuity.

New Trustees

The Trustees are working towards a slightly smaller Trust, hence no new Trustees are proposed.
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