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Introduction

1.
Westminster College Oxford Trust Ltd is the body whose board is appointed by the Conference to oversee the continuing relationship between the Methodist Church and Oxford Brookes University, following the merger between Westminster College Oxford and Oxford Brookes, approved by the Conference in 1999. It is the managing trustee of the property leased to the university under that agreement. The board has continued to meet each term to scrutinise the operation of the merger agreements and to discharge its defined duties, and it offers below its annual report to the Conference.  
University Academic Developments
2.
Professor Anne-Marie Kilday has succeeded Professor Derek Elsom as Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, within which all Westminster-related activity takes place; and she has offered to the Board full and helpful reports on these areas. Numbers at the university are being reduced as a strategic review of all programmes takes place.  Once this is completed the faculty intends to develop new programmes, some involving new modes of learning.  Meanwhile education and theology have recruited to target.  Once again, the University has been ranked the ‘best modern university’ by the Sunday Times Guide.  As work is completed for the Research Excellence Framework in 2014, the Faculty is strengthening its position as the key research intensive faculty for the university.  Government policy designed to make initial teacher training more school-centred is creating challenges for the university to which it is responding largely through working more co-operatively with schools.  A new Student Zone, ‘Westminster Square’, designed to enhance the student experience has now opened on the campus, to general approval.  
Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History

3.
In the course of the year Professor Gibson and Dr Peter Forsaith have contributed to many conferences and events, and published and supervised research work in the area of Methodism and Church History.  Professor Gibson was visiting research fellow at Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego for three months, working on John Wesley’s four-volume Concise History of England (1775-6).   The Centre continued its support (in conjunction with Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford and Lincoln College, Oxford) for the Annual Wesley Day Lecture, which in 2012 was delivered by Professor Isabel Rivers of Queen Mary University of London.  In October 2012 the Centre inaugurated a seminar which it plans to hold biannually on ‘Art, Religion and History’ with four distinguished speakers.   During 2012 the Centre was host to four visiting research fellows, one of whom was working on the Methodist Collection of Modern Christian Art (housed at the university when not exhibited) and another on connections between Methodism and Freemasonry in the 1730s.   In the course of the year Wesley and Methodist Studies volume 4, of which Professor Gibson is co-editor, was published.  Also in 2012 Ashgate Publishing instituted a Methodist Studies series to publish academic monographs, with three books already under contract. Professor Gibson serves on the editorial board for the series.  The Centre, in collaboration with the Manchester Wesley Research Centre, has held three research seminars since April 2012.  Professor Gibson, Dr Forsaith and Dr Wellings are joint editors of the Ashgate Research Companion to World Methodism which was published early in 2013.  The Methodist Collection of Modern Christian Art has been exhibited at Truro School, University of Central Lancashire as part of the 20-yearly Preston Guild celebrations, Westminster Central Hall, and Wesley Methodist Church, Chester.
Chaplaincy

4.
The opening of the new self-catered accommodation blocks has had a major impact on chaplaincy opportunities, with a need to find new ways of engaging with resident students.  Ministry to academic and support staff has been significant during the year.  Morning Prayer takes place daily in the Westminster Chapel. On Sunday evenings the Chaplain (the Revd Dr Robert Bates) offers a Bible study fellowship – there is also a weekly Bible study in the Westminster Chapel on Thursday lunchtimes.  With the Roman Catholic Chaplain Dr Bates has co-led a book discussion group with an opportunity for fellowship.  Dr Bates continues as a member of the Chaplaincy Council for Oxford Brookes University with the establishing of a multi-faith chaplaincy still a key area of development and discussion.  One of the Jewish Chaplains for the universities in Oxford took part in the annual Holocaust Memorial in the Westminster Chapel on 28 January 2013.  Other occasional services in the chapel have included the Carol Service and Ash Wednesday communion.   Dr Bates has provided an active link between Old Westminsterians and the university, joining them on a trip to the Languedoc and participating in reunions.  He has continued to lead worship at the Lime Walk and Cowley Road Methodist churches in the Oxford Circuit and occasionally elsewhere. The Chaplain serves as Director of Studies for the presbyteral probationers in the Northampton District and offers voluntary chaplaincy work at the Sir Michael Sobell House Hospice.  He also teaches sessions and modules to theology students at the university (both distance learning and on-campus) and offers a programme of worship within the distance learning schools.   He gives lectures and leads workshops and sessions to the Primary (English) PGCE students.  The chapel itself is being well maintained and serves as a valued venue for musical events within the university.
Estates

5.
The major project to provide new student residences - a 318-room development – came to a successful conclusion in the course of the year.  These buildings are known as the Westminster Residences, and two of the halls have been named for prominent Methodists associated with the site:  the Revd Trevor Hughes (a former College Principal) and the Revd Professor Frances Young (a former Chair of the company).    The opening was attended by senior church representatives as well as Professor Young and the family of Mr Hughes.  Over the past year the company has been asked by the university to respond to plans arising from a review of its overall estates strategy for a possible redevelopment of the Westminster Campus.  Some change in the contractual arrangements between the company and the university seems inevitable, although there is good reason to be optimistic about the continuation in some form of the valuable relationship which the existing arrangements have facilitated.   In considering the contractual options available, the company has taken independent legal and estates advice and has formally briefed the Strategy and Resources Committee of the Church.   It is anticipated that fuller reports on this matter in which the principal options will be laid out for the decision of the Conference will appear in volume 2 of the Agenda and on the Order Paper. 

Board

6.
The membership of the Board has remained unchanged during this period.  Mrs Susan Howdle has been re-appointed as Chair for a further three-year term with Mrs Susan Barratt as Vice-Chair; and the other directors have continued to be Mrs Ann Leck (General Secretary’s nominee), Dr Clifford Marshall and the Revd Dr Martin Wellings.
*** RESOLUTION

9/1.   The Conference received the report.
