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1. 
Introduction


The Annual Report of Action for Children (published September 2012) is available from the Action for Children website and hard copies can be found at the Action for Children stall at the Conference. The Annual Report provides a snapshot of the range of services provided, together with the consolidated accounts for the year.  The Conference is invited to thank God for the vision, values and commitment that drives the work of Action for Children and for all that is being achieved through Action for Children as the children’s charity of the Methodist Church. 


The current economic situation has profoundly impacted on increasing numbers of children, young people and families and we have seen a marked increase in those who need our services. For Action for Children itself, it has brought an imperative to focus even more clearly on our core purpose: always to be there for the most vulnerable and neglected children, in local communities across all nations of the UK, both through our services and through campaigning for change. Our priority continues to be to focus as many of our resources as possible to the front line so that we can continue to support the most vulnerable children and young people, for as long as it takes to make a difference in their lives.

2.
Shaping our Future for Children

The extensive change programme, called ‘Shaping our Future for Children’, was implemented during 2012. Its purpose was to ensure that we are working in the smartest, most effective and efficient ways possible, while faced with some of the most severe external challenges in our history. We look to protect our existing services, win new ones, and continue to speak out with and for the most vulnerable children, while providing the best possible value for the children we serve and for our funding partners.

3.
Making a Difference Together

We are deeply thankful to so many people who have supported the work of Action for Children. Our Methodist supporters have always been there for us – just as we try always to be there for the children and young people who need us most. Methodists regularly give of their time, their know-how, their energy and their prayers. We value our partnership together and, in what follows, supplement the Annual Report with a brief update on the development of aspects of our work where our partnership with the Church is key.

4.
Partnership with the Methodist Church


During the last year we have continued to develop our cooperation in areas that can be of mutual benefit. These have included: 

· our Public Policy team and the Joint Public Issues Team sharing briefings and working together to plan and support campaigns to influence national governments

· engagement with the Methodist Children and Youth Assembly including facilitating workshops on bullying

· cooperation around safeguarding policy and practice

· celebrating Action for Children Sunday

· supporting child care development in Southern Africa, Zimbabwe and Belize through our International Partnership agreement with the World Church Relationships office
· support for fundraising activities through our Partnership Fundraising team.
5.
Annual Review of Neglect


In February 2013, we published our second annual review of child neglect in the UK – The state of child neglect in the UK. Based on polls of the public and professionals, as well as surveys and focus groups with professionals; key messages from the research are that neglected children are not getting the early help they need and that everyone, professionals and the general public, can do something to help. For further information and to support the latest actions in our campaign please visit our web site www.actionforchildren.org.uk 

6.
My Action for Children


The My Action for Children website (www.my.actionforchildren.org.uk) enables supporters to identify projects that are close to their home or heart and to see how their financial support is making a practical difference in the lives of vulnerable and neglected children and young people. Many Methodist supporters have been requesting a resource like this for some years and we are encouraged by the response to the website.

7.
International Partnership Work

A creative partnership with the World Church Relationships office of the Connexional Team has enabled us to support child care work through partnerships with Methodist churches in southern Africa, Zimbabwe and Belize. The partnership strategy agreed by the Council of Action for Children and the Methodist Council enables us to make the best use of our joint knowledge and experience, so we can assist in developing professional child care policy and practice and support locally delivered services as effectively as possible.
8.
In 2012 Pamela Chesters stepped down as Chair of Action for Children, having served as in that capacity since from 2006.  During this period she offered inspirational leadership to the charity. 
***RESOLUTIONS
7/1.
The Conference received the General Report of Action for Children.

7/2.
The Conference noted that the trustees of Action for Children for the current year are:

Chair: John O’Brien (2012), Vice Chair: Catherine Dugmore (2006), Methodist Church Appointee: Ruby Beech (2008), Allan Burns CBE (2010), Les Clifford (2011), Nicky Douglas (2009), David Findley (2007), Stanley Goudie (2011), the Revd John Howard (2011), Gareth Matthewson OBE (2008), Andrew McDonald (2007), Gerald Russell (2005), Heather Schroeder CBE (2008), Paul Snell CBE (2009), Terence Wynn (2007), Joe Barrell (2012)

7/3. 
The Conference expressed  its gratitude to Pamela Chesters for her commitment and 
leadership during her time as Chair of Action For Children. 

