47.
Appointments of District Chairs
***RESOLUTIONS
47/1.
The Conference appointed the Revd Paul H Davis as Chair of the Lancashire District for a period of six years from 1 September 2013.

47/2.
The Conference appointed the Revd Dr David P Easton as Chair of the Scotland District for a period of six years from 1 September 2013.

47/3.
The Conference appointed the Revd Julian M Pursehouse as Chair of the East Anglia District for a period of six years from 1 September 2014.

47/4.
The Conference appointed the Revd Dr Sheryl M Anderson as Chair of the Liverpool District for a period of six years from 1 September 2014.

47/5.
The Conference appointed the Revd Gillian M Newton as Chair of the Sheffield District for a period of six years from 1 September 2014.

47/6.
The Conference appointed the Revd Peter E Barber as Chair of the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

47/7.
The Conference appointed the Revd Steven J Wild as Chair of the Cornwall District for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

47/8.
The Conference appointed the Revd Richard J Teal as Chair of the Cumbria District for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

47/9.
The Conference appointed the Revd Ruth M Gee as Chair of the Darlington District for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014. 

47/10.
The Conference appointed the Revd Nicola V Price-Tebbutt as Secretary of the Faith and Order Committee for a period of six years from 1 September 2013.

Reasoned Statements

The Revd Paul H Davis

Paul has been a minister in the active work since 1982.  He has served in the following circuits: Farnworth, Bolton (Bolton & Rochdale District), and as Superintendent in the Tamworth & Lichfield Circuit (Birmingham District), Superintendent in the South Ribble Circuit and in the Preston Ribble Circuit from 2010 (Lancashire District).

After studying for a degree in Biblical Studies and Christian Doctrine (at Durham) he trained for the ministry at Queen’s College, Birmingham. He has held offices in the Districts he has served: Synod Secretary in two Districts, Conference Arrangements Secretary, various chaplaincies.  He is a Director of Methodist Insurance.

Paul’s vision for the District is ‘to Continue, to Consolidate and to Challenge’.  He believes the District needs leaders who can see clearly what helps churches and Circuits as well as the Connexion. Paul has many gifts to encourage, influence and inspire people to make decisions that will in turn equip the Church now and for the future.

Paul has a passion for team-building which is proven in his work at circuit level. Paul uses the gifts and graces of team members to create a cohesive and productive partnership.  He recognises the value of Circuit Stewards and wants to build on the support that is already offered to them by the District.  He is committed to pastoral care across the District and will be very effective in this area of ministry.

Paul is enthusiastic about the Chair’s role of supporting the schools and believes that the ethos within our maintained schools has beneficial effects for both pupils and staff and believes that this is an effective means of evangelism.

Having trained at The Queen’s College, Birmingham ecumenism is in his nature and Paul sees himself as a bridge-builder in ecumenical matters.  He was a leading member of the Church Leaders Group leading up to Preston Guild in 2012.

As Synod Secretary, Paul is very well known throughout the District. The Synod strongly believes that upon appointment he will inhabit the role of Chair, making it his own. 

The Synod recommends to the Conference that Paul H Davis be appointed to serve as Chair of the Lancashire District for a period of six years from 1 September 2013.

The Revd Dr David P Easton

David Easton is currently Superintendent of the Ceredigion Circuit in Wales Synod and concurrently Area Minister of Ardal Ceredigion in Synod Cymru, where he has been since 2009.  This follows a period of 22 years in the Cornwall District in three different Circuits, two of them as Superintendent, while from 1981 to 1987 he served in the Motherwell and Wishaw Circuit.

David studied History and Comparative Education at Westminster College, Oxford, and proceeded to ministerial training at Wesley House, Cambridge.  More recently he completed a PhD from University of Wales, Lampeter, entitled The Reunion of British Methodism, 1860-1960.

As one brought up in, as well as serving in, Cornwall, along with his experience in Scotland, and now in his unique role in two Districts in Wales, where he has learnt to speak Welsh, David brings an unrivalled insight into working in different jurisdictions within the Connexion. He has gained much respect for his role along with others in the Policy Committee’s re-shaping of the role for the new Synod Cymru Chair.  His ministry and leadership have been recognised locally, particularly in relation to probationer support, Safeguarding issues, work with students, particularly where there was an urgent need for pastoral support, rapport with a range of ecumenical colleagues, and his demonstration of a vision for mission.  His ability to delegate and work as part of a team has been cited, as has his balance between leadership and moderation of differing views in meetings.   His creativity in writing hymns and a dry sense of humour add to the person who is much appreciated in his current Circuit, as a preacher, pastor, leader and challenger.

The Scotland District welcomes someone who views the opportunities for change that are faced, both within the Methodist Church and more widely in the nation, with enthusiasm, and who brings a fresh perspective to the issues facing us today.  His encouragement of the District to “wrestle in the power of the Spirit at the interface” will be exciting and  challenging for all of us, while at the same time his valuing our connexional identity as a Church and a Chair’s place within that Connexion will ensure that we maintain our Methodist vision as a discipleship movement, and continue to work together in further enabling that aim.

The Synod recommends to the Conference that David Easton be appointed to serve as Chair of the Scotland District for a period of six years from 1 September 2013.

The Revd Julian M Pursehouse

Julian Pursehouse is presently the Superintendent Minister of the Wharfedale and Aireborough Circuit and Deputy Chair of the Leeds District. He was the acting Chair of District for several months during 2012.

The son of a Methodist Minister, Julian candidated from the East Anglia District and after initial training at Lincoln Theological College has served in three Districts: Nottingham and Derby, Northampton and Leeds. In each of these appointments he has inspired and encouraged people to think strategically and theologically, and to focus on appropriate patterns of ministry and mission. He has experience of a number of contexts of ministry, including rural experience, apt for the varied contexts found in the East Anglia District.

Julian is known as a person of deep spirituality, a careful listener and a thoughtful, reflective and caring pastor. He is committed to teamwork and encouraging and enabling others to participate with confidence to the benefit of all is natural to him. He is a gifted communicator and leader of worship, known for his clarity and insightfulness.

Julian is excited about, and committed to, sharing and taking a leading part in shaping the District.

The Synod recommends to the Conference that Julian Pursehouse be appointed to serve as Chair of the East Anglia District for a period of six years from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Dr Sheryl M Anderson

Sheryl Anderson is an experienced presbyter having exercised effective and visionary pastoral charge in town centre, housing estate and city mission contexts. She also has considerable experience of diverse and multicultural communities and has both chaired a City Churches Together group and served as a Deputy Chair of District.

Sheryl’s current appointment within the Connexional Team involves participation in local, district and connexional processes involving delicate and confidential relationships, and she is adept and skilled at connecting ministry, care, vision, strategy, oversight and encouragement in creative tension.

She has interests in a variety of projects and causes expressing the social witness of the Church, in particular including homelessness and poverty issues.

Her capacity for clear but sensitive leadership, strategic thought, team building and working, pastoral care and the leading of inspirational worship is recognised widely both within and beyond the Connexion as is her deep and reflective faith in God as a disciple of Christ.

The Synod recommends to the Conference that Sheryl Anderson be appointed to serve as Chair of the Liverpool District from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Gillian M Newton

Following a career in banking Gill Newton trained for ministry at Wesley College Bristol between 1995–1997 and in 1999 graduated with a BA Degree in Ministry and Theology.

Gill was a probationer in the Barnsley Circuit in 1997 becoming Joint Superintendent of the Circuit with her husband, the Revd Leslie Newton, in 2002. In 2006 she became Superintendent of the Bramhall Circuit, in the Manchester and Stockport District, which she led through a merger with the Wythenshawe Circuit through a Regrouping for Mission project. As such she has facilitated a developing and yet real sense of cohesion between the District’s wealthiest and poorest circuits. A feature of Gill’s ministry is managing change.

Gill has experience of District and connexional ministry.  She served as Synod Secretary in the Sheffield District (2002/2006) and occasionally acted as Deputy Chair. This experience ensures a quick grasp of the needs and opportunities of the District. It also means that she comes with a real pastoral concern and affection for the Sheffield District. Gill has also served in various District posts in the Manchester and Stockport District including being a District representative to the Conference in 2011 and 2012. She is currently District representative on the Methodist Council.

Gill’s ministry focuses on mission-shaped discipleship with an interest in fresh expressions and deepening spirituality and community based initiatives. Gill enters fully into community life outside of the Church in both the public arena and extra-Methodist contexts.

Gill is a highly approachable person with a collaborative approach to leadership combined with an ability to take the initiative when necessary. Her pastoral heart gives her good people skills along with task focus characterised by an excellent attention to detail.  She is known for her sensitivity and creativity. She is also committed to service on the ecumenical and inter-faith platforms. 

The Synod recommends to the Conference that Gillian Newton be appointed to serve as Chair of the Sheffield District from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Peter E Barber

Peter Barber took up the role of Chair of the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District in September 2008 at a time of challenging organisational change across the Connexion, not least of which was the consideration of district mergers, but also the move towards fewer, larger Circuits. He has shown natural leadership skills with regard to change, thinking imaginatively about possible ways forward, and encouraging those charged with effecting change. He quickly perceives and evaluates difficult situations and positively offers a way forward which he has clearly thought through.  Within this, Peter has demonstrated his deep spirituality, a real depth of faith and an undergirding with prayer of all that is being done. His pilgrimage across the District was felt to be hugely affirming of each Circuit.

Also much appreciated has been his leading of worship and preaching, in many differing contexts from Synod to small chapels. His preaching style has been described as ‘challenging but gentle’. His leading of retreat days and small discipleship groups has enriched those present and deepened their discipleship, and his contribution to the development of local preachers in training has been significant.

Peter has shown a very active encouragement to emerging forms of church, and to those who lead them, giving them both space to experiment and ongoing support. He is passionate about the cultural relevance of the church to its context.

Pastorally, Peter has an obvious and genuine concern for people; his warmth, his ability to listen and offer a wise word have been much appreciated, as has his down to earth approach and sense of humour. 

In a landscape that is continually shifting, it is acknowledged that the best way forward for the district is continuity of leadership; and for Peter to continue to offer his gifts as Chair through what will undoubtedly be challenging times as the church seeks to provide an authentic and prophetic Christian voice in the twenty first Century.      

The Synod recommends to the Conference that the appointment of Peter Barber be extended for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Steven J Wild

The Revd Steven J Wild has served as Chair of the Cornwall District since 2008.  He has entered into the life of the District with characteristic enthusiasm and a real pastor's heart. We believe he represents our District well at connexional level, and has earned the respect of his fellow Chairs of District.  He has developed a close working relationship with the Bishop of Truro, and it is probably fair to say that increasingly he is a person recognised throughout the county by people who have no church connections.  He has a great affection for the county and a great interest in, and knowledge of, its Methodist heritage.  At a time when many changes are taking place, and more are likely, within the Methodist Church, and at a time when district structures are under review, we believe that our District will be best served by the continuity which will result from the extension of Steve's appointment.

The Synod recommends to the Conference that the appointment of Steven Wild be extended for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Richard J Teal

Richard began the role of chair of Cumbria Methodist District in 2008 and when approached, indicated a willingness to serve for a further five years from 2014. The District Nomination Committee undertook a wide ranging consultation across the District, the Connexion and with ecumenical partners. The result of the consultation is overwhelming affirmation of Richard’s ministry as District Chair in Cumbria and a very strongly stated desire for him to be invited to continue in this role.

Richard’s sense of humour and approachable personality are valued alongside the empathy he demonstrates in his special pastoral interest in, and knowledge of, individual people and their needs. His ability to respond and offer help in difficult situations has been seen in the support he gave in the painful community crises of shootings and flooding as well as his support of connexional and ecumenical colleagues, supernumeraries, circuit stewards and circuit ministers, including special care for stationing needs. 

Richard’s particular gifts in building relationships and working collaboratively with others, together with wise, sensitive and strategic thinking, have been highlighted in the part he has played in taking forward the Declaration of Intent towards Cumbria becoming an Ecumenical County and his work supporting the covenant between the Methodist Districts in the North West Region. His vision for Cumbria and passion for mission show real insight and knowledge of rural communities. This is expressed through strong spiritual leadership and the encouragement of the development of exciting new church and community initiatives.   His vital contribution within Cumbria and in the wider Connexion is marked by the consistent request for continuity in his appointed role, where he is seen as one who leads by example and is a valuable advocate for Cumbria, for Methodism and for the whole ministry and mission of the church.

In Richard’s commitment to this demanding role, we recognise the importance of identifying and ensuring that there is always appropriate support and opportunity for personal development that will enable Richard to continue to respond effectively to the diverse and complex range of responsibilities that are part of the role of a District Chair.

The Synod recommends to the Conference that the appointment of Richard Teal be extended for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Ruth M Gee

The Revd Ruth Gee has served as Chair of the Darlington District since 2008. In that time she has overseen not only some geographical re-structuring but also a re-ordering in the committees and systems of the District in order to make them more effective in furthering the worshipping and missional nature of our Circuits.

Ruth's style of leadership is collaborative and encouraging and her pastoral skills are frequently commented on as being greatly appreciated. She is also highly regarded by ecumenical colleagues across the region and has been described as bringing a 'gentle and gracious passion' to the role. Her involvement in a number of different groups from Lindisfarne Training to Tees Valley Ministry, to her leadership of retreats and quiet days show the breadth of skills Ruth brings to her role as Chair. In committee work, Ruth is always well prepared and pays attention to detail which enables informed decisions to be made. 

Alongside this lies her creative nature and her enthusiasm for embracing new ways of making the Gospel known which has played its part in furthering such things as the Dales Biblical Literacy Project.

At the heart of all of this seems to be Ruth's thoughtful prayerfulness which enriches her own spirituality in order that she might be used to enrich others through all she does.

The Synod recommends to the Conference that the appointment of Ruth Gee be extended for a further period of five years from 1 September 2014.

The Revd Nicola V Price-Tebbutt   
Accepted as a candidate for the ministry in 1999 Mrs Price-Tebbutt trained at Hartley Victoria College where she obtained a first in theology at the University of Manchester.  Going on to read for a masters degree in social and pastoral theology, she is now completing doctoral research on re-imaging the theology of human sexuality in the Methodist Church.  This reflects not only her academic ability, but also her commitment to theological enquiry against a broad context of social and ecclesial change.  As a member of the Complaints and Discipline Review group, she took a lead role in the exploration of the theological principles that underlie the revised processes.  In both circuit ministry and as a tutor in an ecumenical context at Hartley Victoria College (where she has served since 2008), she has displayed the ability to facilitate conversations on controversial issues in a way that permit all participants to express their views.  She has a clear understanding of both historical and contemporary Faith and Order issues and is alert to and engaged with a range of theological perspectives.  
Mrs Price-Tebbutt has strong administrative, organisational and planning skills and is able to quickly and concisely summarise complex documents for presentation in either written or verbal forms. Through a variety of experiences she has a proven record of being able to communicate theological ideas to groups of differing cultures and ages.   Such skills, combined with her commitment to theological enquiry equip her for the role of secretary of the Faith and Order Committee.
