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Introduction

1. 3Generate:Methodist Children and Youth Assembly 2012 took place at Whitemoor Lakes in Staffordshire. 

2. The aim of 3Generate is to be a place where children and young people can have fun and make friends, have their voice heard by the wider Methodist Church, and connect with God. 

Membership, Attendance and Representation

3. The event was attended by 276 children and young people including 37 volunteers and 28 districts were represented. There were 76 delegates in the 8–13 age stream, 116 delegates in the 14–17 age stream and 47 in the 18–23 age stream. Places in all three age streams sold out before the event leading to the introduction of spaces for day delegates, of which there were 39.  Overall attendance has risen but fewer districts were represented than last year. This was partially a consequence of the event selling out before the booking deadline. 

Elections

4. In accordance with SO250(6) and (7), the following elections took place:

Youth President 2013/14  


Tamara Wray

Representatives to the Methodist Conference
Roxanne Bainbridge, Abby Watterson, 








Thomas Williamson

Representative to the Methodist Council

Rebecca Belshaw

Representative to the British Youth Council 
Rachel Allison

Ecumenical representatives  


Emma Johnson, Sam Hutchinson

Planning the event

5. The 8–13 age stream and 14–17 age stream were planned by ‘Shaper Groups’ facilitated by members of the Children and Youth team in the Connexional Team. These consisted of children’s and youth workers from around the Connexion who gathered ideas and views from the groups that they work with. Some of these groups then took on the planning and delivery of specific aspects of the event. The 18–23 age stream was planned by a group of 18–23 year olds, also facilitated by a member of the Children and Youth team. The group gathered wider views by using online questionnaires. 

Worship

6. Interactive prayer stations were running continuously around the venue and a ‘Spirited Journey’, a reflective pilgrimage around the National Memorial Arboretum, was led for young people on the Saturday afternoon. Prayer, worship and Bible study took place in different creative and fun forms in the three age streams, ensuring that spiritual engagement was woven throughout the event. In addition delegates from the three age streams were bought together at various points for all age worship. These times were planned and led by young people who are part of a youth worship project in Northampton. Our time together included sung worship, Holy Communion led by the President of the Conference, and discussion and activities in small groups of about ten people. We also took an offering for the work of Street Child World Cup, an organisation which children and young people have chosen for us to support. 

Fun and friendship

7. Children and young people were able to take part in a variety of activities including climbing, archery, sports, a giant inflatable assault course, pampering sessions, and arts and crafts. A relaxed ‘Live Lounge’ area with games consoles and pool tables proved very popular with large groups laughing together and building relationships. Feedback showed that young people valued the opportunity to spend time as part of a larger group of people of a similar age connected to the Church. 

Having a voice

8. According to the United Nation convention on the Rights of the Child, ”every child has the right to say what they think in all matters affecting them, and to have their views taken seriously”. During the weekend delegates chose which of a variety of ‘logins’ they wanted to attend, each giving them an opportunity to consider and voice their views on a different issue relevant to their age group. These small group discussions came up with key outcomes which were then voted on at the end of the weekend by all delegates from the 8–13 and 14–17 age streams. The 18–23s did not vote on outcomes as they can express their views via the traditional adult routes.  

9. Opinions from the logins were formulated into either recommendations or resolutions, which follow in this report. This year, recommendations come from the 8–13 and 14–17 age stream logins, and recommendation and resolutions from the 14–17 age stream logins. Recommendations are offered to a variety of places as a challenge or consideration, for example to the planning groups of 3Generate 2013 or to local churches. 

10. Not everything discussed at 3Generate or every opinion of every child and young person can be included in this report, but hopefully it will provide a fair and effective snapshot of the event and the views of children and young people in the Methodist Church. 
11. All the outcomes from 3Generate Methodist Children and Youth Assembly will be reported in the Big Sleepover material which is designed to enable a continuation of these discussions at a local level.

Justice Village

12. Exhibition stands were set up in the style of houses in a village, each one offering creative participatory activities focused on a particular issue. Delegates walked around the village engaging with the topics which included votes at 16, child domestic workers and aid and defence spending. 

8 – 13 Age Stream

Getting On

13. In this login the 8–13 year olds looked at what can make getting on with your life more difficult, including issues around bullying, pressure at school, and relationships. The recommendations from this login were:
(i) We would like 3Generate delegates to return home and be brave enough to inspire their church with stories from 3Generate.
(ii) We would like 3Generate 2013 to provide space to discuss the issues of bullying and relationships.
(iii) We would like the 3Generate report to the Methodist Conference to reflect the important need for churches to work in meaningful ways with their local school.  For example, delivering relevant and fun school assemblies.
Getting Involved

14. In this login the 8–13 year olds looked at the issues that caused young people their age to want to get involved and make a difference. They talked about the importance of communication and having people in church to talk to, what a relevant and interesting church community looks like and engaged with specific issues such as peace and healthy living. The recommendations from this login were:
(i) We would like 3Generate delegates to return home from our assembly and organise an event, eg a 3Generate Big Sleepover, at their church, school or group that will be interesting and exciting.
(ii) We would like 3Generate 2013 to provide space to discuss the issues of conflict and how to journey towards peace.  
(iii) We would like the 3Generate report to the Methodist Conference to reflect the important need for the Methodist Church to listen to us in the way that God listens to us.
Big Questions

15. In this login the 8–13 year olds had space to think and talk about the big questions that they have. The questions were many and varied. The recommendations from this login were:
(i) We would like 3Generate delegates to return home and ask questions.  We would like them to ask their churches, schools and groups for space to think their questions through.
(ii) We would like the 3Generate report to the Methodist Conference to reflect that 8-13 year olds have many big questions and the Church needs to provide us with the space to ask these questions, even if people do not know the answers.

14-17 Age Stream

Bullying – It’s Your Fight

16. In this login the 14–17 year olds talked about why and how bullying happens and what they can do to help. The recommendations from this login were:
(i) We would like to challenge 3Generate delegates to raise awareness and make it known how serious a problem bullying is in their own location.
(ii) 3Generate would like to affirm that the topic of bullying matters and would like help to investigate the best way to help young people dealing with these issues through the use of social media.
Under Pressure?

17. In this login the 14–17s talked about expectations from other Christians, non-Christians and themselves. They also compared stereotypes and realistic perceptions of Christians today and discussed judgment and guilt. The recommendations from this login were:
(i) We would like 3Generate 2013 to provide space to talk about what all-age worship is and what it should be; about how we respond to stereotypes of Christians, and about prayer.
Exam Stress

18. In this login the 14–17 year olds talked about the things that cause stress, the effect that stress has on our bodies and techniques that can be used to relax and reduce stress. There were two resolutions sent to the Conference from this login. (Resolutions 4/2 and 4/3)
Big Questions

19. In this login the 14-17 year olds discussed the big questions that they have in life. There were two recommendations and one resolution to the Conference from this login. (Resolution 4/4)
i) 
We encourage local churches, circuits and districts to enable younger people to be involved in the thinking about the following big issues, by signposting resources and equipping those working with young people to open up these issues:
a) Human sexuality
b) The purpose of life
c) Heaven and Hell
d) Facing death
e) How can we be more Christ-like.
ii)
We encourage the wider Church to have greater confidence in communicating the teaching of the Church at all levels of society as well as contributing to public debate.

Mating, Dating and Waiting

20. In this login the 14–17 year olds discussed friendships, relationships and the place of sex within a loving relationship. They expressed concerns about the image of sex as portrayed in the media, and talked about same sex couples, same sex marriage and the issues that surround it. The majority view was that the blessing of civil partnerships and same sex unions should be permitted on Methodist premises and the decision of the 2012 Conference to ask the Methodist Council to consider the issues around the blessing of civil partnerships as raised in M29 (2012) - Blessing Civil Partnerships was welcomed. There was one recommendation from this login. This topic was voted on by the 14–17 year old age stream but not the 8–13 year old age stream, as it was felt inappropriate due to the sensitive nature of the topic.
(i) We would like 3Generate 2013 to provide space to debate the biblical context and interpretation of language around sexuality. 
18-23 Age Stream

21. 18–23 year old logins were facilitated by a young person from that age group with an expert in the subject on hand. 

How to challenge and change the Methodist Church – how does the Methodist Church work?

22. This session was largely informative, aiming to give delegates a better understanding of the structure of the Methodist Church in order that they are able to engage with it more effectively. Most people had little previous knowledge of the structure of the Methodist Church outside of their local environment and feedback from the session was very positive.
How to challenge and change the Methodist Church – what do we want to change and how are we going to change it?

23. Participants shared their views on the way the Methodist Church works and thought of different ways things could be done.  

Responsible living: how can we live responsibility in terms of our relationship to others and the world around us?

24. In this insightful login participants considered the impact their lives have, reflected on their Christian responsibility and thought about how they can change the world. Issues highlighted were those that many participants had not previously thought of, particularly around the topic of sustainable living, and suggestions of achievable actions were given. 

Poverty – causes and affects

25. This introduced the current situation of domestic poverty within the UK, signposting to the participants current campaigns and opportunities in which they could get involved. 

Relationships

26. This login took the form of a ‘sofa chat’; a more informal discussion based setting. It was a very well-attended session and delegates appreciated the opportunity to discuss the important topic of relationships with peers.  Topics included "is it ok to be single?", "are open relationships acceptable to God and the Church?" and "is it important to be in a relationship with a Christian?". 

Cohabitation

27. This login continued the conversation about cohabitation which began at 3Generate 2009 and led to a resolution to the Conference and an ongoing piece of work by the Faith and Order Committee. Participants engaged enthusiastically in discussions sharing their views on cohabitation as well as leading onto the wider issues of relationships and sex. The conversations were fed back into the work being carried out by the Faith and Order Committee.
How can the Church be active in today’s society?

28. This dynamic and exciting workshop explored how the Church can act locally to bring change globally. Participants engaged in thoughtful activities centred around what the Bible says about justice, the wide variety of issues of injustice in our world, the interconnected nature of these issues, and the difference that we can make when we express our faith by fighting against injustice. 

What happens now?

29. This login took place at the end of the weekend and challenged delegates to consider what they would do in response to their time at 3Generate; actions they would take to make a difference to themselves and others, ways they would engage with the Methodist Church and commitments to make to God. The login also included an opportunity for delegates to give feedback on the weekend. 

30. The 18-23 year old age stream also held Bible studies, a late night worship session, and had an opportunity to ask questions of those standing for election as  Youth President.

​

Generate+

31. Generate+, a training event for children’s, youth and families workers, ran alongside 3Generate. It was run by staff from Cliff College and was particularly focused on participation training. The workers used the skills they had learned to lead an evaluation session for the 3Generate delegates at the end of the weekend. 

Feedback from delegates

32. Some comments from the 3Generate delegates:


“It gave me a ‘faith kick’ and ... an extra burst of life. I want to take my passion back to my church”


“Amazing, truly professional – a real asset to the Methodist Church”


“I have really felt both inspired and supported this weekend”


“3Generate is one of the highlights of my year”


“I love being able to connect with other young people. At home, you don’t realise how many other young people are in the same position as you.”


“My favourite bit was being elected as a rep, because it’s like you can take part of 3Generate with you. I’m really proud that I am representing children and young people”


“I am so excited to see what comes out of the weekend”

***RESOLUTIONS

4/1.
The Conference received the report.
4/2.
The Conference, in supporting the view that local churches should be more aware of, and better at understanding the pressures young people face during exam periods, urged Districts to facilitate youth groups to provide relief from the pressures associated with exam stress.
4/3.
The Conference encouraged youth groups to avoid crucial examination times when facilitating key events, so that such events do not conflict with revision thereby enabling young people to attend free of exam stress.

4/4.
The Conference urged the whole Church to recognise the value to children and young people of having a safe environment within local churches in which to discuss, raise and explore important questions without fear of being judged.
4/5.
The Conference directed the Methodist Council to ensure that the views of young people on understandings of chastity be taken into account as part of the ongoing Pilgrimage of Faith as well as in any consideration of M29 (2012).
