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Introduction
1.1. An Anglican-Methodist Covenant was signed in 2003. The Joint Implementation Commission (JIC) was, therefore, due to produce its second quinquennial report in the summer of 2013. It is intended that this report contains an assessment of progress in the first ten years of the Covenant. In order to provide an accessible overview whilst at the same time doing justice to the necessary detail, the JIC discussed at its meeting in October 2012 the merits of publishing a long report, probably electronically, with a short report alongside it. The former would present material at length and would set out the reasoning and the parameters for the short report. The latter would focus on an assessment of how far the Covenant journey had come, and on the challenges and next steps for the two Churches.

1.2. Such a way of proceeding would require a lot of extra work. At the same meeting, therefore, the JIC discussed the possibility of seeking permission to delay the publication of the reports. Discussions with the then Clerk to the General Synod and the Assistant Secretary of the Conference about this and about how the Conference and the General Synod might best deal with the material led to the recognition that the short report should be the one debated in those bodies, but that this should be in the context of the long report having been placed in the public domain and in the light of detailed consultations with various bodies in both Churches about it. That in turn led to the recommendation that the long report be published by the end of August 2013, and that the short report be brought to the General Synod and the Conference in July 2014.

2. Proposed Way of Proceeding 
2.1. The JIC aims to publish the long report electronically in early September. An approved draft version of the short report will be signed off at the same time. The period from publication to January 2014 is available for interested persons and bodies to respond to the long report, and for the JIC to consult with a number of relevant bodies and groups in our churches, and in partner churches, about both the long and the short report, prior to debates in the General Synod and the Conference in July 2014. The Table below sets out the proposed timetable of consultation with bodies of the Church of England and the Methodist Church and with other Partner Churches.

2.2. All responses to both reports will be expected by the end of January 2014. The JIC will meet before the end of February 2014 in order to consider those responses. Parts of the long report may be lightly revised in the light of these comments, but major revision will be resisted. The key task for this meeting will be to consider a revised version of the short report. Following this meeting the final version of the short report will be signed off electronically by the JIC before the end of March 2014. This version will be presented to the General Synod and the Methodist Conference in July 2014.

	JIC Report: Consultation - September 2013 to January 2014


	Church of England Bodies


	Methodist Church Bodies

	The Faith and Order Commission

The Faith and Order Commission (meeting December 2013) will be asked to respond to the long report by the end of January 2014.


	Faith and Order Committee

The Faith and Order Committee (meeting July  2013) may wish to agree how to respond to the long report by the end of January 2014.

	The Council for Christian Unity

The Council for Christian Unity will be asked to consider 

· the long report at its meeting on 7 and 8 October and 

· the short report at its meeting on 27 November, 

and to respond to both by the end of January 2014. 

The Council’s comments will help to shape the final draft of the short report and the resolutions which will be the focus of debates in the General Synod and the Conference.
	The Methodist Ecumenical Stakeholders’ Forum (ESF) 

The ESF will consider at  its Autumn meeting 

· the long report and

· the short report, 

and respond to both by the end of January 2014.

The Forum’s comments will help to shape the final draft of the short report and the resolutions which will be the focus of debates in the General Synod and the Conference.



	The House of Bishops

The House of Bishops will be asked to comment on the short report with the long report as a resource for the debate (meeting in December). The normal pattern is for documents to be accompanied by a short covering paper. The Co-Chairs and Co-Conveners will take responsibility for drafting the covering paper.

The comments from the House of Bishops will help to shape the final draft of the Short Report and the resolution which will be the focus of debates in the General Synod and the Conference.
	The Methodist Council and Connexional Leaders’ Forum

The JIC recommends that the Conference directs the Methodist Council and requests the Connexional Leaders’ Forum to consider the short report with the long report as a resource for the debate. The Co-Chairs and Co-Conveners will take responsibility for drafting a covering paper.

The comments from the Methodist Council and the Connexional Leaders’ Forum will help to shape the final draft of the Short Report and the resolution which will be the focus of debates in the General Synod and the Conference.

	Joint Anglican Methodist meetings



	The Joint Faith and Order Meeting (September 2013)

The JIC recommends that the long report should be considered at the joint meeting of the Faith and Order Commission and the Faith and Order Committee in September.



	The Ecumenical Officers Consultation

The Ecumenical Officers of the Church of England, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church will be meeting in December for their annual consultation. The main focus for this consultation will be the long report. 


	Consultation with other  Churches



	The JIC will request comments on the long report from the faith and order bodies of the United Reformed Church, the Church in Wales and the Scottish Episcopal Church, as they directly relate to aspects of the proposed report.




***RESOLUTIONS

32/1.
The Conference received the Report.

32/2.
The Conference appointed the current Methodist members of the JIC for a further period of one year from 1 September 2013, namely Professor Peter D Howdle (Co-Chair), the Revd Kenneth G Howcroft (Co-Convener), Mr Steven Cooper, Deacon Susan Culver, Mrs Jenny Easson, the Revds Catherine Gale, Ruth M Gee, and Neil A Stubbens.
32/3.
The Conference directed the Faith and Order Committee to consider the Joint Implementation Commission’s long report and to respond to the Commission by the end of January 2014.
32/4.
The Conference directed the Methodist Council to consider the Joint Implementation Commission’s short report and to respond to the Commission by the end of January 2014.
32/5.
The Conference requested the Connexional Leaders’ Forum to consider the Joint Implementation Commission’s short report and to respond to the JIC by the end of January 2014.
32/6.
The Conference encouraged the Methodist people to study the long report as individuals and also in appropriate local church, circuit, district and connexional bodies, whenever possible with ecumenical partners, and to send any responses to the Commission by the end of January 2014. 
