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1. General Report
1.1 Methodist Homes is marking the 70th anniversary of its foundation this year, as well as celebrating the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the first Live at Home scheme. A service of thanksgiving was held in April at Coventry Cathedral, attended by several hundred supporters, residents and staff, including many people representing the earlier chapters of the MHA story. Other events during the year include the Reception at Conference on 5 July, a Gift of Thankfulness Service in St Helens on Sunday 3 November and a Day Conference on Stories of Ageing in Staffordshire on Wednesday 13 November.
1.2 MHA continues to develop staff members and encourage everyone to be involved in enabling residents to experience stimulation and enjoyment from personal care and daily routines in residential settings. Supporting the spiritual needs of older people remains at the heart of MHA’s work, and the role of our chaplains continues to grow and develop. Their work is valued by residents and their families, as well as by colleagues and managers, and they play a significant part in developing a sense of community within our homes. This investment in chaplains and other therapeutic support, which is one of the major uses of our charitable income, was specifically mentioned in the citation when MHA was recognised as the Best Care Provider in the 2012 Independent Health Care awards.
1.3 In addition to our dedicated staff, MHA has always benefited from the contribution of its volunteers, many of whom come from the local churches. We are delighted that in recognition of this, MHA was one of only 60 organisations to be awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Volunteering Award, said to be the corporate equivalent of the MBE.
1.4 A major challenge for Methodist Homes in the past year has been the on-going integration of the care homes acquired from other providers during the previous year. Refurbishment of the buildings and reordering of the care services provided in many of the homes, as well as dealing with some previously poor local reputation has taken a considerable amount of time and dedication, but the generally positive response of residents, relatives and staff members of the new homes has been encouraging, and we are sure that we are now providing considerably enhanced care and accommodation to around 1,000 older people in these acquired homes. 
1.5 We have continued to ensure that existing MHA services are appropriate to the needs of today’s older people, as well as exploring opportunities to extend the range of services available to older people. Alexandra House in Dovercourt and Aigburth in Leicester have been replaced by new care homes on the same sites, while Fulwood Park, our care home in Liverpool has been replaced by Fulwood Court, an independent living with care development on a new site nearby. We are also delighted that permission to redevelop Hall Grange at Shirley, Croydon has been acquired after a prolonged struggle. Meanwhile, a major redevelopment at Langholme in Falmouth has now been completed. New Independent living with care developments have been opened at Emmandjay Court, Ben Rhydding near Ilkley, Victoria Court, Leeds and Adlington House, Stockport, while Fairways, a care home at Chippenham has been opened as the first phase of a new retirement village.
1.6 The majority of those older people served by MHA do not live in one of our residential services, but are members of our Live at Home schemes. We have continued to extend this service by introducing additional services to many of our existing housing and community schemes, as well as exploring various models for extending our Live at Home provision and developing ways of using our residential facilities as the base for new forms of community outreach.
1.7 We are also grateful for the charitable income which we receive and which is vital to the continuation of our work. Every gift helps us to improve the quality of life for older people.  Legacy donations make up the majority of our charitable income but we have also continued to benefit from an increase in regular, monthly giving by many of our supporters. 
1.8 Methodist Homes Sunday in 2012 raised in excess of £250,000, for which we offer grateful thanks. The date of MHA Sunday 2014 has been fixed for Sunday 8 June, although as always it can be moved to suit local circumstances. Worship materials will once again be produced and distributed with the winter edition of Heart and Soul and through Circuit Local Preachers’ Secretaries.
1.9 The latest audited accounts are available on request from Head Office. The indications from the unaudited accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2013 indicate that MHA’s finances are in a most satisfactory position, which has enabled us to plan for the future with confidence.
1.10 When the Methodist Conference of 1943 brought MHA into being, few people could have imagined how the original vision would have developed. But as we celebrate this Platinum anniversary year, we do so in the service of around 16,000 older people, living in more than 90 care homes, 60 independent living services, or as members of around 70 Live at Home schemes. And the work continues to pursue the original mission of improving the lives of older people, inspired by Christian concern.
2. 
Conference appointment to the Boards of MHA

2.1
In accordance with SO 241, the Conference is asked to continue to recognise Keith Salsbury as the Conference’s nominated Board member.  Keith is MHA’s Chair, first nominated by the Church in 2011.
***RESOLUTION

14/1.
The Conference received the General Report of Methodist Homes.
14/2.
The Conference confirmed Mr Keith Salsbury as the Conference’s nominee to the Board of MHA under SO 241.

