Nominations for World Methodist Council (WMC) and Conference - Seoul, Korea - 2006

The 19th World Methodist Conference will take place from the 20th to the 24th July 2006 in Seoul under the theme, “God In Christ Reconciling.”  Taken from 2 Corinthians 5:16-20, the theme is particularly relevant for the world today. For the people of God, reconciliation is more than just a ministry or a theological issue. It is a life and death issue confronting all people. Each day’s business will therefore be governed by one of the following sub-themes:  Reconciliation Among Nations, Reconciliation in Society, Reconciliation in the Church, and Reconciliation for the Individual.

There is a World Methodist Conference, called and organised by the World Methodist Council, every five years. The last gathering was held in Brighton, England, in July 2001. More than 5,000 delegates from around the world are expected to attend the Kum Nan Methodist Church for the quinquennial gathering in 2006.  Any Methodist from Britain who wishes to attend may do so, at their own expense.  

The World Methodist Council itself, made up of representatives from 76 member churches with roots in the Methodist movement, is a formal meeting held within the Conference, to which we are invited to send official representatives. The remainder of this report indicates how the list of names has been prepared and invites the Conference to agree the Connexion’s representation at the World Methodist Council in Seoul.

The group that brings these nominations was composed of representatives of the World Methodist Committee (The Revd Dr Angela Shier-Jones [Chair], Mrs Anne Vautrey [Secretary] and The Revd Peter Sulston [Co-ordinating Secretary for Unity in Mission]).

Standing Order 106(3) specifies how the Conference shall appoint its representatives to meetings of the World Methodist Council.  The British officers of the WMC mentioned in Standing Order 106(3)(ii) (currently The Revd Dr John Barrett and Mrs Rosemary Wass) are appointed by the Conference but are not a charge on connexional budgets.  The others specified in Standing Order 106(i) and (ii), currently eight persons in all, are members of the WMC ex officio:

The President of the Conference 

The Vice-President of the Conference 

The Secretary of the Conference 

The Chair, British Committee, WMC

The Secretary, British Committee, WMC

The Assistant Secretary, British Committee, WMC

The Secretary, Exchange of Pastorates, British Committee, WMC

The Treasurer, British Committee, WMC

Because of travel costs to Korea and constraints on the connexional budget the number of representatives paid for by the Connexion must be limited to a maximum of sixteen.  Such a small number also means that almost all representatives need to 

be willing to serve as members of the WMC executive for the five years following the council meeting.  Nominations had been invited by a letter in the Methodist Recorder and by requests for nominations from District Chairs.  Thirty-two names were received in response to these requests.

The guidelines to which the group worked were as follows:

People who could represent British Methodism and bring something back into the life of the Church.

People with specific knowledge, experience and expertise, aware of what is happening in the British Methodist Church and the World Church.

Adequate representation from the existing British WMC committee to maintain continuity with the ongoing programmes of the WMC initiated during the last quinqennium.

Adequate representation from the Connexional Team to ensure an effective contribution from Britain to the programmes of the WMC in the period 2006 to 2011.

Representation was also considered against criteria of age, gender, ethnic origin, regional spread, proportions of lay and ordained, and range across the theological spectrum.  The group brought twenty-one names to the World Methodist Committee for their consideration. The committee arrived at the proposal to offer sixteen names to the Conference by holding in tension the budgetary constraint and the required breadth of representation. 

In addition, three reserves are nominated to fill any casual vacancies.

Given the limited number of places available it is not possible to attempt to fulfil all the requirements of Standing Order 106(3) and meet the selection guidelines set out above.  The committee therefore brings to the Conference a proposal to change Standing Order 106(3)(i) as follows (and at the same time to correct a minor error that had crept into the text):


106
Representatives and Delegates to Other Bodies. 


……….


(3) Before each meeting of the World Methodist Council the Conference shall appoint its representatives as follows:

(i)
the President, Vice-President and or Secretary of the Conference in the year in which the Council is to be held;


(ii)
the British officers of the Council and the chair, the general secretary, the assistant secretary and the treasurer of the World Methodist Committee and the secretary for the exchange of pastorates;


(iii)
other persons in such numbers as the Conference shall determine but not so as to raise the membership beyond the total required by the constitution of the Council.

Names now proposed:

(a)
In accordance with Standing Order 106(3)(i) as revised:

The President or the Vice-President or the General Secretary

(b)
In accordance with Standing Order 106(3)(i) as revised:

*The Revd Dr John C A Barrett
Vice-Chairperson, Executive Committee, WMC

*Mrs Rosemary Wass 
President, World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women (WFUMCW) and thereby Presidium member, WMC

The Revd Dr Angela Shier-Jones
Chair, World Methodist Committee 

Mrs Anne Vautrey 

Secretary, World Methodist Committee

Ms Yvonne Neblett

Assistant Secretary, World Methodist Committee

Mrs Dawn Edwards

Nominee as Secretary, Exchange of Pastorates

Ms Ruby Beech
Nominee as Treasurer, World Methodist Committee  

(c)
In accordance with Standing Order 106(3)(iii):

Mr Luke Curran 
Training and Development Officer, South Wales

The Revd Peter Sulston
Co-ordinating Secretary, Unity in Mission (or alternate)

Mrs Ann Leck 
Former Vice-President of the Conference; outgoing Chair, WMC Family Life Committee, with responsibilities at the Conference

Youth Representative 
To be nominated by the Methodist Youth Executive

Mrs Kathleen Pearson 
WFMUCW Unit President and Area Vice-President Designate, Scotland

The Revd J W Wesley Blakey 
Chair, Nottingham and Derby District

The Revd Karen Jobson 
Probationer minister, due to be ordained 2006, Darlington District, interests include World Church and ecumenics

The Revd Reynaldo Leao-Neato 
Minister, London North-West District; interests ministry, ecumenical and missionary work

The Revd Jennifer Ann Sweet 
Minister, London North-East District; interests front line ministry in Britain and South Africa, justice issues; theologian and author

Mrs Rosemary Wells
Currently WFMUCW unit president and member, WMC Executive; involved in organising seminar in Seoul; North Lancashire District

Reserves:

The Revd Paul Nzacahayo 
Superintendent minister, Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District; currently member WMC Executive

Mr Noel Rajaratnam
Circuit and Church Treasurer; formerly finance director in the Connexional Team, London North-West District

Ms Val Turner 
Local preacher, archaeologist; interests World Church and justice issues; Shetland District

* Appointed by the Conference but not a charge to the Connexion

***RESOLUTIONS

71/1.
The Conference amends Standing Order 106(3)(i) as follows:

Representatives and Delegates to Other Bodies.

……….


(3) Before each meeting of the World Methodist Council the Conference shall appoint its representatives in such numbers as the Conference shall determine.

71/1A.  The Conference agreed that the number of representatives to the WMC be 18.


71/2.
The Conference appoints the eighteen persons named above as its representatives to the World Methodist Council meeting in Seoul, Korea, 20-24 July 2006 (and thereby for the quinquennium 2006-2011), together with the three persons named to fill any casual vacancies that may arise.


