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In previous years our report to the Conference has looked at different parts of the Circuit’s work and, in this manner we have looked at Youth Work, Outreach, our Heritage Work and the Financial Aspects of our Work. This year, we invited two Old Leysians (Stephen Ludlow, 1980-85 and Nigel Washbourn 1951-55) to look at the continuing links with The Leys School in Cambridge and the ongoing influence of the tradition that emanates from the Leysian Mission. They brought a comprehensive report of a visit they undertook to the Chapel in February of this year. A slightly edited form of their narrative ran as follows:

The Leysian Mission was opened in 1886, soon after twenty Old Leysians had met to discuss financing a scheme to help disadvantaged families in the East Finsbury area.

By 1989, when the Leysian Mission merged with Wesley’s Chapel, Keith Payne had been running the Mission for around 50 years. Most Leysians were encouraged to join the annual visit for sixth formers. This is how many of them learned about the mission work in and around City Road and the fact that the Mission was an active Methodist Church.

There are 350 Old Leysians who support our work financially. Four Old Leysians serve on the Property and Finance Committee, another is one of the Treasurers and several support The Friends of Wesley’s Chapel. On the 1st November 2004, to celebrate the 226th anniversary of the opening of Wesley’s Chapel, the Friends visited Charterhouse Square to share in the Eucharist for the Feast of All Saints. This was held in the Chapel of Sutton’s Hospital in Charterhouse (where John Wesley had been a pupil), and was followed by a very successful social evening.

In 1998 a very generous Old Leysian set up a Scholarship Fund at The Leys School for the sole purpose of giving students from the Wesley’s Chapel Leysian Mission congregation the possibility of a Leys education. At the moment there are seven such scholars at the school in a scheme administered by Dr Joy Leitch.

On Sunday February 27th this year a section of the Leys School Choir came to the morning service and sang the “Te Deum” by C.V. Stanford. They were accompanied by the School Chaplain, The Revd Clifford Meharry. Five of the Wesley scholars also came on the visit and very ably dramatised the reading from St John’s Gospel. The sermon on “Strangers in a Strange Land” was given by Dr Joy Leitch, asking thought-provoking questions on welcoming strangers and how we relate to various social mixes - all very relevant to the many visitors who pass through the doors of the Chapel each year as well as the scholars at The Leys School.

Every June around 100 make the pilgrimage from City Road to The Leys School in Cambridge. There is always a cricket match with mixed results, followed by a very good tea and warm fellowship. This outing was started in the 1950s and has continued ever since.

In 2004 the Headmaster of The Leys, The Revd Dr John Barrett, retired. Strong links were fostered during John’s years at the School as he and The Revd Leslie Griffiths, Superintendent, have been good friends from college days. Everyone is now enjoying the arrival of the new Headmaster, Mark Slater, and it is clear that the scheme will go from strength to strength under his leadership.

Talking to the scholars, it is obvious that they value their time and opportunities at The Leys and the welcome that they have been given. Three have already left the school, one to go to Brunel University, another to study at drama school, and the third to study at Brookes University Oxford. They all return to join friends at the Chapel when time permits.

Joy Leitch is now The Leysian Correspondent in the place of Margaret Pook who has stepped down after many years of sterling service. 

No report of Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission would be complete without recording our gratitude to Leslie Griffiths whose enthusiasm and welcome encourages so many, even beyond the campus of the Chapel. As we know, this will now be extended to the House of Lords! So much would not be possible without his dedicated staff, including the commitment of Jennifer Potter, the Main Office, the Museum and those who do so much behind the scenes.

The Circuit is thankfully in good heart and its finances are also prudently managed to maintain our great church and its mission.

***RESOLUTIONS

70/1.
The Conference adopts the Report.

70/2.
The Conference appoints the committee as follows:


(i) to (vii) and (xii): the persons specified under these heads of Standing Order 222 (2)


(viii)
Two Circuit Stewards:
Mr Paul Appafram





Mr Peter Baugh


(ix)
Two Church Stewards:
Mr Alex Sarsah





Ms Anna Morrison 


(x)
Treasurers:

Mr Roger Chapman





Mr David Tee


(xi)
Nine persons nominated by the Committee: The Revd Gerald M Tedcastle, Mr Robert Lolley, Mr Richard Morley, Mr John Singleton, Ms Moira Sleight, Mrs Hilary Stockins, Mrs Brenda Thornton, Mr Brian Thornton, Mr Alan Watts
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