69.
Special Resolutions from the 2004 Conference

Under Standing Order 126, special resolutions of the Conference require to be confirmed the following year after appropriate consultation before they can become effective.   For the purpose of consultation, they are either referred to the Methodist Council (unless moved on the Council’s behalf, in which case they are referred to the Law and Polity Committee) or dealt with as provisional legislation under Standing Order 122 and submitted to the Synods and the Law and Polity Committee.  At the Conference of 2004, there were three special resolutions in the first category and one in the second.  The bodies consulted may approve or disapprove the resolution but may not amend it.

A.
REFERRED TO THE METHODIST COUNCIL

The resolutions referred to the Council under Standing Order 126(1)(c) were the following:

1.
Resolution 67/6 (Special Resolution)  The Conference amends the Deed of Union by:

(a)
amending the title of clause 42 to read “Chairs of Districts”;

(b)
substituting ‘Chair’ for ‘Chairman’ wherever it appears in clauses 14 and 42;

(c)
further amending clause 42(c) to read: “....a casual vacancy in the office of Chair of that District shall be deemed to have arisen; provided further that if any casual vacancy arises in the chairmanship of that office in a home District, ...”.

The Methodist Council approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

69/1.
The Conference confirms the amendments to the Deed of Union set out in A1 above.

2.
Resolution 67/7 (Special Resolution)  The Conference amends paragraph 1 of the Model Trusts by substituting ‘Chair’ for ‘Chairman’ in the definition of District manse.


The Methodist Council approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

69/2.
The Conference confirms the amendment to the Model Trusts set out in A2 above.

3.
Resolution 67/12 (Special Resolution)  The Conference amends clause 14(6) of the Deed of Union as follows:


Synod Representatives.  Except as provided in heads (i) to (xB) of sub-clause (2) and in clause 17(a) all members of the Representative Session of the Conference shall be elected by the Representative Sessions of the home Synods, the numbers of ministers, deacons and lay persons to be elected by each Synod being specified by or on behalf of  the preceding Conference in accordance with rules prescribed by Standing Orders.


The Methodist Council approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

69/3.
The Conference confirms the amendment to the Deed of Union set out in A3 above.

B. 
REFERRED TO THE SYNODS OF THE HOME DISTRICTS AND TO THE LAW AND POLITY COMMITTEE

The resolution referred to the Synods of the home Districts and the Law and Polity Committee under Standing Order 126(1)(d) was the following:

1.
Resolution 7/1 (Special Resolution)  The Conference amends clause 14 of the Deed of Union as follows:


(4)  Other Conferences and Churches.  (a) Persons may be appointed as associate members of the Conference by or on behalf of other autonomous Conferences not represented under sub-clause (3), by other churches in Great Britain, by other Methodist churches and by united churches in which Methodists have joined.


(b) The numbers of such persons and the identities of the appointing bodies shall be prescribed by Standing Orders, which may make provision for the representation of some or all such bodies to be according to a rota.


(c) Associate members shall not be entitled to vote nor, except as otherwise resolved by the Conference at the time, to be present during any closed meeting of the Conference, and shall not be counted for the purposes of sub-clause (1), but shall for all other purposes, including the right to speak, be members of the Conference.


(d) The Methodist Council shall appoint annually as members of the Conference, from among those appointed as associate members by or on behalf of other autonomous Conferences, by other Methodist Churches or by united churches in which Methodists have joined, two persons who shall thereupon cease to be associate members.


27 Synods approved the resolution.


The Law and Polity Committee approved the resolution.

***RESOLUTION

69/4.
The Conference confirms the amendment to the Deed of Union set out in B1 above.

C.
FURTHER REPORT ON SPECIAL RESOLUTION 15/1(a) OF THE 2004 CONFERENCE

The Conference in 2004 adopted Resolution 15/1(a), which amended the wording of paragraph 16 of the Model Trusts to allow managing trustees to apply trust income for the purchase of trustee indemnity insurance.  The conditions on which this would be permissible were still being negotiated with the Charity Commission, so the Conference adopted Resolution 15/1(b), which set out how the date upon which the amendment would take effect should be determined.  The negotiations have still not been completed, so the Conference is asked to adopt the following resolution:

***RESOLUTION

69/5.
The Conference resolves that the amendment to the Model Trusts adopted by Resolution 15/1(a) of the Conference in 2004 shall take effect on the earlier of the following dates:


(i)
the conclusion of the Conference of 2006;


(ii)
such date as the Methodist Council shall determine upon being satisfied that procedures acceptable to the Charity Commission for the exercise of the power contained in the amendment are in place;

and directs that the relevant date be recorded in the Journal.
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