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A
GENERAL

1 In addition to the matters dealt with in the resolutions contained in this report, the committee has advised on matters referred to it by the Methodist Council and other committees and individuals.

2 The committee has considered the Special Resolution which was referred to the Law and Polity Committee by the Conference of 2004 and has approved the Resolution as reported elsewhere in this Agenda.

3 The committee is charged under Standing Orders with the scrutiny of all new legislation which it is proposed to bring to the Conference in order to ensure its coherence with existing usage.  Various members of the committee undertake this task and have commented upon all the proposals submitted to the committee by the Methodist Council and various other bodies.

4 In consultation with the Stationing Committee, the committee has prepared a report and proposed amendments to Standing Orders regarding the curtailment of appointments.  This appears as part of the Stationing Committee’s report to the Conference.

5 The committee has appointed the Law and Polity Conference Sub-committee under Standing Order 338(6) as follows: The Secretary of the Conference, The Revds James A Booth, Jennifer M Dyer, Kenneth G Howcroft, Mr James Cruddas, Mrs Susan R Howdle, Miss Elizabeth Ovey, Mr David S Walton and The Revd David Gamble (convener).

***RESOLUTION

59/1.
The Conference adopts the General Report.

B
MINOR AMENDMENTS TO CPD

As usual the committee submits a list of corrections to Constitutional Practice and Discipline consequent upon decisions already taken by the Conference or to remedy minor errors and omissions.

In addition, the Conference is asked to revoke S.O. 366, as the time limit set out in S.O. 366(6) means that there are no further beneficiaries of the provision.

***RESOLUTION

59/2.
The Conference, by way of minor and consequential corrections, 

(i)
amends Standing Orders as follows:


S.O. 002(1)(xxi) ‘the stations’ and cognate expressions;


S.O. 022A(9) ….of clause 8(a) above applies,…..


S.O. 022B(5A)(i) ….under Standing Order 022A(9C)


S.O. 102(3) …..under clause (1)(i)(h),…..


S.O. 951(1) ….in the Circuit or in to the opportunities…..


S.O. 974(1)(ii) (ii) a priority appointment, designated as such by the Stationing Committee, is to be opened or sustained 


S.O. 922(3B) ….premises are local, circuit or district……

(ii)
amends Book VI, Part 2 Guidance, Section 8, District Policy Committee by making the following deletion from item 8: 

570(5)

(iii)
revokes 


S.O. 005 (iii
) 


S.O. 366 Ministers’ Children
C
AMENDMENT OF DAILY RECORD, 2004

***RESOLUTION

59/3.
The Conference, in exercise of the power conferred by clause 36(f) of the Deed of Union and in accordance with Standing Order 123(3), amends the Daily Record of the Conference of 2004 by replacing as 5/28/3:

“The Conference adopted 5/28/3, for ‘item 8/23/3’ reading ‘8/21/3’.”. 

D
MODEL TRUSTS 16

The Conference in 2003 and 2004 by Special Resolution amended paragraph 16 of the Model Trusts, as applying in England and Wales, by deleting “and” at the end of (l), replacing the stop at the end of (m) by “; and” and adding  ‘(o)  apply income in paying premiums on a policy or policies of insurance to indemnify the managing trustees (or any of them) against personal liability for acts or omissions affecting the property, provided that this power may not be exercised unless every such policy excludes cover in respect of (i) fines, (ii) the costs of unsuccessfully defending criminal prosecutions for offences arising out of the fraud or dishonesty or wilful or reckless misconduct of any managing trustee, (iii) liabilities which result from conduct which the relevant trustee knew, or must be assumed to have known, was a breach of trust or of duty or as to which that trustee was reckless about whether or not it was such a breach, and (iv) any liability to account where the relevant trustee has received a benefit.’  

However, pending the outcome of negotiations with the Charity Commission, the Conference of 2004 also resolved that this amendment should not take effect until ‘the earlier of the following dates:

(i) the conclusion of the Conference of 2005;

(ii) such date as the Methodist Council shall determine upon being satisfied that procedures acceptable to the Charity Commission in the exercise of the power contained in the amendment are in place.’ 

The negotiations with the Charity Commission are still not complete, so it is necessary for the Conference in 2005 to pass a further resolution determining the date at which the amendment shall take effect.

***RESOLUTION

59/4.
The Conference resolves that the amendment to the Model Trusts agreed by Special Resolution at the Conferences of 2003 and 2004 shall take effect on the earlier of the following dates:

(i) the conclusion of the Conference of 2006;

(ii) such date as the Methodist Council shall determine upon being satisfied that procedures acceptable to the Charity Commission in the exercise of the power contained in the amendment are in place. 

E
THE POWERS OF THE METHODIST COUNCIL

By Standing Order 211(1) the Methodist Council is authorised, between the close of any Conference and the opening of the next, to act on behalf of the Conference, “provided that such action is not contrary to the Deed of Union or Standing Orders or to any subsisting resolution of the Conference”.

The Conference of 2003 received a report on government proposals and consultations about the employment status of a number of categories of persons hitherto self-employed, including Methodist ministers, deacons and probationers.  Since it appeared possible that before the 2004 Conference national legislation on that topic might come into force which would require urgent action, including amendments to Standing Orders, the Conference suspended Standing Order 211(1) for one year and in its place gave the Methodist Council similar powers, but widened to cover that possibility.

By the Conference of 2004 no national legislation had been enacted, but the subject was still being pursued by the Government and the Conference passed a similar suspending resolution to that of 2003.  Subsequent negotiations with the DTI suggest that the Government does not now intend to legislate on this matter for the time being.  Nonetheless, the general principle is important, so the committee has decided to bring its recommendation to the Conference. 

In the view of the committee neither a succession of annual suspending resolutions nor (even if permissible) an indefinite suspension of the Standing Order is a satisfactory means of dealing with such a situation.  Although the issue has most recently arisen in relation to the specific subject of employment status there is a general need to provide for the possibility that changes in the law of the land may make existing arrangements illegal, including some which Standing Order 211(1) protects from amendment by the Methodist Council.  That is best done by amending, rather than suspending, the Standing Order.  

The committee judges that the resolutions of 2003 and 2004 achieve the desired balance between conferring adequate powers and providing appropriate safeguards, and has incorporated similar wording into its proposed amendment.

***RESOLUTIONS

59/5.
The Conference adopts the Report.

59/6.
The Conference amends Standing Order 211(1) as follows:

211  General Powers.  (1)(a)  Between the close of any Conference and the opening of the next succeeding Conference the Council is authorised to act on behalf of the Conference, provided that with the exception expressed in sub-clause (b) below such action is not contrary to the Deed of Union or Standing Orders or to any subsisting resolution of the Conference..  

(b) The exception referred to is that if legislation is at any time enacted in any territory within the Home Districts in consequence of which any Standing Orders or subsisting resolutions of the Conference are illegal, or no longer achieve their intended purpose, or fail to give effect to legal requirements, the council may, so far only as it judges necessary to meet any such defects within that territory before the next meeting of the Conference, revoke, amend, add to or suspend any such Standing Orders or resolutions or take other actions which would, but for this sub-clause, be contrary to their effect. 

(c) The council shall not delegate any powers exercisable only by virtue of sub-clause (b) above.  

(d) If the council takes any action authorised only by sub-clause (b) above it shall be reported to the next Conference and shall cease to have effect at the close of that Conference unless meanwhile ratified by it. 

F
COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINE

Since a major review of the current complaints and discipline process is just beginning, this is not an appropriate time at which to bring substantial amendments to that process.  Experience over the past year, however, points to two areas in which immediate amendment might be beneficial.

First, S.O. 020(10) currently offers to Complaints Officers, members of District Complaints Panels, teams convened from such panels and members of church courts a degree of protection against complaints arising out of the performance of their responsibilities in connection with the complaints and discipline process.  That protection does not extend to the Secretary of the Conference, the President or a Co-ordinating Secretary in relation to similar responsibilities.  It is proposed to correct the anomaly.

Second, there are two respects in which the procedure for an appeal from a decision of a team convened from a District Complaints Panel might be improved.  One is by making clear that the person considering the appeal should have the documents which were before the team when meeting in accordance with S.O. 022B(3).  The other is by enabling part of a complaint, rather than the whole complaint, to be referred back to the team if the person considering the appeal does not uphold the team’s decision, a possibility which S.O. 022B(5) does not at present cover.

The amendments below give effect to those proposals.

***RESOLUTIONS

59/7.
The Conference adopts the Report.

59/8.
The Conference amends Standing Orders as follows:

“020(10)  No action shall be taken on a complaint made against a person carrying out the responsibilities of a district Complaints Officer or a member of a district Complaints Panel or a team convened from such a panel or sitting as a member of any church court in respect of the performance of those responsibilities, or against the Secretary of the Conference, the President or a Co-ordinating Secretary in respect of acts or omissions in the performance of the duties of that office relating to complaints and discipline, unless:


(i)
the complaint is made on the ground that the person concerned acted in bad faith or that his or her conduct constituted sexual or racial harassment or abuse, or abuse of a person with a disability,; and


(ii)
the Secretary of the Conference or, in the case of a complaint against the Secretary, the President or a person appointed for the purpose by the President after making such inquiries of the person proposing to make the complaint and the person against whom the complaint is proposed to be made as he or she may think fit, has agreed in writing that the complaint may be made.

022B(5)  …  The appeal shall be considered by a person falling within Standing Order 231(3) appointed by the President, with who shall consider the documentary material before the team at their meeting and the team’s record of its decision and the grounds upon which it was taken, and shall have power either to uphold the decision of the team or to refer the complaint or any part of the complaint back to the original team or another team convened from that district Complaints Panel for further consideration…” 

G
Guidance on District Boundaries, Resolution 82/1 (2004)
The Conference in 2004 received a Report in which it was noted that while S.O. 401 sets out a procedure for changing Circuit boundaries, our Standing Orders contain no procedure for changing District boundaries.  Resolution 82/1 adopted the Report and instructed the Methodist Council, in consultation with the Law and Polity Committee, to bring recommendations for amendments to Standing Orders to the Conference of 2005.  The Law and Polity Committee prepared the following report for the Council.  The Council approved it for submission to the Conference.

1.
The Deed of Union (clause 38) and Standing Orders (401) require consultations and special procedures when Circuit boundaries are altered.  For no apparent reason (except perhaps that, if one goes far enough back in Methodist history, Circuits are older structures than Districts) there is no corresponding provision for alterations of District boundaries.  According to Standing Order 400 the adoption by the Conference of the stations for any connexional year is all that is required to define the “constitution and enumeration” of the Districts for that year.

2.
In practice alterations in District boundaries have probably not occurred without prior consultation and a wide measure of agreement.  Nevertheless that is not required, whereas it seems to the committee that similar considerations apply to such alterations as to those in Circuit boundaries, and that there is no good reason why there should not be comparable provisions at both levels.  It therefore brings proposals to that end.

3.
In paragraphs 1 and 2 above the committee has used the term “boundaries”, as now employed in Standing Orders (although not in the Deed of Union), but that does not transparently reveal the subject matter.  Methodism does not have parishes or dioceses, with geographically defined borders.  What is actually happening in an alteration of Circuit “boundaries” is that one or more Local Churches are moved from one Circuit to another, or form a new Circuit.  The committee’s proposals therefore include a change in terminology which reflects that reality.  Standing Order 400 already provides that Districts shall be “composed” of specified Circuits, and to speak of changes in the “composition” of the relevant unit therefore seems appropriate language.

4.
The committee is not aware of any significant complaint about the operation of Standing Order 401.  Its provisions have therefore been the starting point in framing a new Standing Order concerning District changes, with appropriate changes of “level”, so that the Districts and Synods concerned replace the Circuits and Circuit Meetings, the Circuits moved to another District replace the Local Churches moved to another Circuit, and the Methodist Council replaces the District Policy Committees.

5.
In the amendments to Standing Orders below, changes in the composition of Circuits have been moved from Part 4 (The Districts) to Part 5 (The Circuits), where they more properly belong.  The text of the existing Standing Order 401 appears twice, once as the basis, with amendments, of a new Standing Order having the same number, but now dealing with changes in the composition of Districts, and once as the basis of new clauses (2) to (7) of Standing Order 501, dealing with Circuits.

6.
The opportunity has been taken of making some technical improvements, not intended to affect the substance of the provisions.  Clauses 401(1) and 501(2) provide previously lacking explanations of what the Standing Orders cover, and 401(1) also deals with the relationship between the two Standing Orders.  401(2) and 501(3) specify more explicitly than hitherto the steps to be taken during the process of consultation.  501(4) clarifies what happens when changes in the composition of Circuits involve more than one District.  The present 401(4) is no longer needed, its content being covered by 401(2) and 501(3), but in its place, at 401(4) and 501(6), are express powers, at present lacking, for the Conference to give necessary transitional directions, for example as to how offices in a new or altered District or Circuit are initially to be filled.  In 401(5) and 501(7) the existing power for a dissenting Circuit (or now District) to delay alterations for a year is clarified and made slightly less rigid.

7.
Since clause 38 of the Deed of Union, prohibiting changes in the composition of Circuits without prior consultation with Synods, provides the entrenched minimum requirement underlying the more detailed provisions of Standing Orders, it seems right to extend it to include changes in the composition of Districts.

8.
Because of the need for confirmation in 2006 of the amendment to the Deed of Union it is proposed that the amendments to Standing Orders shall not take effect until then.  For that reason, but more importantly because the formation of the London District has already involved lengthy and widespread consultation and will inevitably continue to require special arrangements at every stage, it is not to be expected that the present proposals will apply without modification to the alterations in District boundaries which that major change will entail.  The relationship between the two items of business will be clearer in 2006 and can be dealt with by appropriate resolutions during the Conference of that year, for example when the amendment to clause 38 of the Deed of Union falls to be confirmed.

Amendments to Deed of Union


38
The Home Work.  (a) The Local Churches in Great Britain, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, Malta and Gibraltar forming part of the Methodist Church shall be formed into Circuits for mutual encouragement and help (especially in meeting their financial obligations) in accordance with directions from time to time made by the Conference, and the Circuits shall be arranged by the Conference in Districts in like manner, but the Conference shall not direct the division or combination of existing Circuits or Districts or the formation of new Circuits or Districts unless and until the Synod or Synods of the District or Districts of which such existing Circuits or proposed new Circuits form or would form parts involved  have been consulted.


(b) The Circuits and Districts formed in accordance with this clause shall be referred to as the ‘home Circuits’ and ‘home Districts’ respectively.

Amendments to Standing Orders


400
Constitution.  Subject to Standing Order 401 the constitution names and enumeration of the Districts shall be set out year by year in the stations appointed by the Conference and they shall be composed of the Circuits there specified.


401
Circuit Boundaries Changes in Composition.  (1) In this Standing Order any reference to a change in the composition of Districts is to a change in the District in which one or more Circuits are placed.  This Standing Order applies to all such changes, except those effected under Section 48A, but not to transfers of Local Churches from one District to another arising solely out of changes, within Standing Order 501(4), in the composition of Circuits which themselves remain within their respective Districts.  If proposals involve both a change within this Standing Order and a change within Standing Order 501 each such change shall be dealt with under the relevant Standing Order.


(1)(2)  All proposals for the division or amalgamation of Circuits Districts or the other alteration of changes in their boundaries composition shall be considered by the district Policy Committee Methodist Council, which shall obtain the judgment of consult the Synods and Circuit Meetings involved, formulate a draft recommendation, obtain the resolutions of the Synods and Circuit Meetings on that draft and report those judgments resolutions to the Synod Conference with its own substantive recommendation. and advise the Synod on the proposals, having regard to the staffing and other circumstances of the Circuits and the density and general character of the population.


(2) Where alterations in circuit boundaries involve Circuits in another District the district Policy Committee shall advise the Synod, which shall initiate the necessary consultations.

(3) When any proposal recommendation for alteration change in circuit boundaries the composition of Districts is before the Conference any Synod or Circuit Meeting or Church Council involved has the right to make representations to the Conference.


(4) If agreement cannot be reached between the Synod and any Circuit Meeting involved the resolution of every Circuit Meeting involved, as well as that of the Synod, shall be laid before the Conference.  Upon making any change in the composition of Districts the Conference may give consequential directions, in particular as to transitional arrangements, including directions as to the making of appointments to district committees and offices.


(5)  In any case within the last preceding clause If, in the judgment of the Conference, any alteration change resolved upon by the Conference is substantially out of accord with the reported resolution of any Synod involved it shall take effect only if confirmed by the Conference of the year next following.


501
Constitution and Changes in Composition  (1)  Subject to the following clauses of this Standing Order the constitution names and enumeration of Circuits shall be that set out year by year in the stations appointed by the Conference.


(2) In this Standing Order any reference to a change in the composition of Circuits is to a change in the Circuit in which one or more Local Churches are placed, and this Standing Order applies to all such alterations. 


(1)(3)  All proposals for the division or amalgamation of Circuits or the other alteration of changes in their boundaries composition shall be considered by the district Policy Committee, which shall obtain the judgment of consult the Circuit Meetings and Church Councils involved, formulate a draft recommendation, obtain the resolutions of the Circuit Meetings and Church Councils on that draft and report those judgments resolutions to the Synod with its own substantive recommendation. and advise the Synod on the proposals, having regard to the staffing and other circumstances of the Circuits and the density and general character of the population. The Synod shall make its own recommendation to the Conference, reporting with it the resolutions received by the district Policy Committee.

(2) (4)  Where alterations in circuit boundaries changes within this Standing Order involve Circuits in another more than one District the relevant district Policy Committees shall advise the and Synods, which shall initiate the necessary consultations shall consult, with a view to making joint recommendations where possible.

(3) (5)  When any proposal recommendation for alteration in change in the composition of Circuits boundaries is before the Conference any Circuit Meeting or Church Council involved has the right to make representations to the Conference.


(4) (6)  If agreement cannot be reached between the Synod and any Circuit Meeting involved the resolution of every Circuit Meeting involved, as well as that of the Synod, shall be laid before the Conference.  Upon making any change in the composition of Circuits the Conference may give consequential directions, in particular as to transitional arrangements, including directions as to the making of appointments to circuit committees and offices.


(5)  (7)  In any case within the last preceding clause If, in the judgment of the Conference, any alteration change resolved upon by the Conference is substantially out of accord with the reported resolution of any Circuit Meeting involved or, where more than one District is involved, with the recommendation of any Synod, it shall take effect only if confirmed by the Conference of the year next following.

Consequential amendments
1.
In Standing Order 48A4(3)(ii) for “401” substitute “501(2) to (7)”, and for “circuit boundaries” substitute “composition of circuits”.
2.
In the Guidelines for the Synod, CPD Book VI, Part 2, Section 8, item 3, after “440” insert “501”.

3.
In the Guidelines for the district Policy Committee, CPD Book VI, Part 2, Section 8, item 3(a), for “401” substitute “501”.

***RESOLUTIONS

59/9.
The Conference adopts the Report.

59/10.
(Special resolution)  The Conference amends clause 38 of the Deed of Union as above.

59/11.
The Conference amends Standing Orders 400, 401 and 501 as above.

59/12.
The Conference amends Standing Order 48A4(3)(ii) and the Guidelines for the Synod and district Policy Committee as set out in the “Consequential Amendments” above.

59/13.
The Conference directs that resolutions 3 and 4 shall take effect upon the confirmation of the amendment to the Deed of Union in resolution 2 above.

H
Chairing a District
1.
The need for fresh attention to this subject arises out of two independent but related developments.  One is the proposal that the new London District should have not one Chair but three co-Chairs.  The other is the increasing practice of naming one or more “deputy Chairs” to assist the Chair of a District.

2.
Neither of these is at present sanctioned by our constitutional documents.  Clause 42 of the Deed of Union and Section 42 of Standing Orders clearly contemplate the appointment of only one Chair.  Standing Order 426 provides for what it calls “deputies”, but only while the Chair is “temporarily” unable to fulfil all his or her duties, and they are authorised only to fulfil those which the Chair is “unable to perform”.  Section 48A authorises the adoption of modified District constitutions, but none has yet been approved and in any event they could not at present contravene the “one Chair” provisions.

3.
The two matters are connected because if it is to be possible for the responsibilities and authority of the office to be shared, the different ways in which that can be done, and the relationships between them, need to be considered as a whole. There needs to be adequate flexibility, without an excessive number of different categories, a terminology which distinguishes naturally between the categories, and clarity as to who appoints and who has financial responsibility in each case. The provisions for co-Chairs should be capable of application more generally than just in London (for example, if Section 48A were used, as it can be, to create a regional District out of two or more existing Districts).  

4.
The committee judges that there should be wide consultation before detailed provision for these and other matters is presented in the form of Standing Orders.  Meanwhile, however, since amendments to the Deed of Union are required, which cannot come into effect until confirmed after a year, they need to be presented to this Conference so that, if confirmed in 2006, they and associated Standing Orders can be brought into effect at once by the Conference of that year, in time for the inception of the London District.  The year between the two Conferences will be used to consult about and draft the Standing Orders.

5.
The committee therefore recommends the adoption by the Conference of the amendments to the Deed of Union set out below.  They authorise the existence of co-Chairs and deputies and provide the broad framework within which the details will be developed in Standing Orders.

6.
The opening sentence of clause 42(a) now provides for the Conference to determine whether a District shall have one Chair or more than one co-Chair.  In either event they are then governed by the existing requirement that they be ministers appointed by the Conference.  It is envisaged that where the Conference authorises co-Chairs the District will be of a size which makes it appropriate for all of them to have seats in the Conference, and the amendment to clause 14 provides for that.  The remainder of clause 42(a) authorises the appointment of two categories of persons.  The first, to whom the title “deputies” would be confined, would be appointed by the Synod and would have continuing responsibilities.  The second would cover for temporary inabilities and could be appointed by “or on behalf of” the Synod, which would enable the present provision in Standing Order 426 for their appointment by District Policy Committees to continue, if desired, but they would no longer be called deputies.  The amendments to clause 42(b) make consequential and somewhat more flexible provision than at present for chairing Synods and other District meetings.  Clauses 42(c) and (d), about casual vacancies, are extended by the new clause 42(e) to co-Chairs.

7.
Clauses 14 and 42 of the Deed are already the subject of pending amendments to replace “Chairman” by “Chair” wherever it occurs.  Since, however, those amendments have not yet been confirmed, and also for the benefit of anyone referring to the text of those clauses in The Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church, the text used as the base for the committee’s new amendments does not include those earlier amendments which, where adopted and incorporated into those now proposed, have been shown in the same way as the latter.

Amendments to Deed of Union

14
The Representative Session.   


(2) Membership.  The Conference in its Representative Session shall comprise:


(v)
the Chairman or co-Chairs of each home District; 


42
Chairsmen of Districts.  (a) The Chairman of For each District there shall be either a single Chair or two or more co-Chairs, as determined from time to time by the Conference.  Every Chair or co-Chair shall be a minister and shall upon first appointment as Chairman of such to that the relevant District be elected by the Conference by a clear majority of the votes cast.  If a District has co-Chairs one of them shall be identified by the Conference as Lead Chair, and any reference to a Chair in this Deed or Standing Orders which can by its nature apply only to a single person shall in relation to such a District be construed as a reference to the Lead Chair.  Standing Orders may provide for the appointment by District Synods, and the functions, of deputies for Chairs or co-Chairs, and for the appointment by or on behalf of District Synods of persons to undertake specified duties on behalf of Chairs, co-Chairs or deputies temporarily unable to fulfil them.

(b) The Chairman or Lead Chair of each District shall, be ex officio, the Chairman of preside over the Synod of that District and of the Chair or a co-Chair over all other district meetings having relation to that Synod, when present, save that (i) any Chair, Lead Chair or co-Chair entitled as above to preside may at his or her absolute discretion, without leaving the Synod or any other such meeting, invite another co-Chair, or a deputy or other person appointed under the last sentence of sub-clause (a) above, to preside for a period, and (ii) the President of the Conference, if present, shall have the right to preside at the meetings of the Synod of which he or she is a member. 


(c) The Chairman of each home District elected by the Conference held in any year shall enter upon his or her duties on the first day of September after being elected and continue in office while appointed to that station under clause 20 above; provided that if the Chairman of any such District becomes incapable of acting or unfit to act or ceases to be a minister he or she shall be disqualified from being Chairman and shall thereupon vacate office as Chairman and a casual vacancy in the office of Chairman of that District shall be deemed to have arisen; provided further that if any casual vacancy arises in the chairmanship of  a home District, whether under the provisions of this present clause or by death or otherwise, after the end of the Conference it shall be filled by the substitution as Chairman of that District of such other person, being a minister in the active work stationed in the District, as the members of the district Policy Committee choose, being able and willing to act; and it shall be the duty of the President of the Conference, upon receiving notice of any such casual vacancy to convene a meeting of the district Policy Committee over which the President, or an ex-President designated by him or her, shall preside to ascertain their choice, and thereupon to appoint and declare the minister thus chosen to be the Chairman of such District until the entry upon his or her duties of a new Chairman duly elected by the Conference under sub-clause (a) above (whether already so elected when the vacancy arises or to be elected by the next succeeding Conference).  Until the casual vacancy has been so filled the President of the Conference shall act as the Chairman of the District.


(d) In relation to the provisions of sub-clause (c) concerning the incapacity or unfitness of a Chairman:


(i)
any issue whether a Chairman is unfit to act on grounds apt to be the subject of a charge involving his or her standing as a minister shall be determined in accordance with the regulations of the Conference for the time being in force in relation to disciplinary proceedings;


(ii)
any issue whether a Chairman is incapable of acting or unfit to act on any other grounds shall be determined in accordance with regulations from time to time made by the Conference for that purpose;


(iii)
pending determination of any such issue there shall be power to suspend a Chairman from all or any of his or her functions in accordance with the relevant regulations.


(e) In sub-clauses (c) and (d) above “Chair” includes “co-Chair”.
***RESOLUTIONS

59/14.
The Conference adopts the Report.

59/15.
(Special Resolution) The Conference adopts the above amendments to the Deed of Union.
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