Y Gymanfa
General Matters

A great deal of work has been undertaken over the last twelve months in recognising the need to take forward Methodism within Wales, building on Our Calling, and working in line with Priorities for the Methodist Church and the Team Focus process. The October 2004 meeting of the Methodist Council received and endorsed a report that set out how we would proceed with this vision. This report to Conference highlights that report, and what progress we have made since then.

One of the most significant developments that has resulted from our conversations with the three Synods and Districts within Wales is that our structure, and in particular the annual meeting of Y Gymanfa (The Assembly), has served its purpose. It was recognised that there was a need to increase and develop the relationship and dialogue with the three Synods, and what might have been relevant to our needs eight years ago was not sufficiently focused or adaptable enough to take forward our agenda for the foreseeable future. 

A special meeting of Y Gymanfa was held in July 2004, which passed a resolution  (subsequently endorsed by each of the three Synods) that Y Gymanfa should be replaced by a smaller group, Y Cyngor (The Council), as an extended form of Leadership Team in Wales. This group of fifteen members would comprise the President of Y Cyngor, Executive Officer and Treasurer, the three Chairs of District and the two Training and Development Officers, together with lay members selected by the three Synods, two each from North Wales and Cymru and three from South Wales. Y Cyngor will meet on a quarterly basis, whereas Y Gymanfa in reality only met on an annual basis. This new group would be asked to work flexibly and would, as the need arose, form ‘task and finish’ groups for special projects. The first meeting of Y Cyngor took place last September, and while these are early days we will naturally need help, guidance and patience if we are to face the challenges that lie ahead, but we seek to do so within the context of the full support of the Connexion in making this happen.

Ecumenical

Methodism in Wales has continued to engage with the ecumenical bodies within Wales. Of particular importance has been the nomination of The Reverend Will Morrey to become one of the CYTUN (Churches Together in Wales) Presidents for the period 2005 to 2007, while in November 2004 The Revd Pamela Cram, a Methodist Minister in Swansea, was inaugurated as the Moderator of the Free Church Council of Wales.

The main ecumenical discussions that have taken place over the last twelve months have concerned the integration of the Covenanted Churches in Wales (formerly known as ENFYS) into CYTUN (Churches Together in Wales) under the new title of ‘The Covenanted Churches within CYTUN’ from August 2005. 

In local ecumenical development, two united areas in Pembrokeshire and Bridgend have recently been established. The Pembrokeshire Forum includes Methodist and United Reformed Churches, while the Bridgend United Area has drawn together Methodist, United Reformed and Baptist Churches.  Work is also 

currently under way on establishing guidelines for local co-operation between the Presbyterian Church of Wales and the Methodist Church.

Appointments

President (Y Llywydd)
The Revd Philip Barnett

Treasurer
The Revd Anthony Gregory

Executive Officer (to 31/08/05)
Mr Chris Mainwaring

***RESOLUTIONS

55/1.
The Conference adopts the Report.

55/2.
The Conference suspends Standing Order 491(1), (which requires Y Gymanfa to hold an annual meeting).

55/2A.
The Conference further suspends the provisions of Standing Order 490(1)(ii) and (iii) and (4) in so far as they require annual appointments to be made and directs that the current appointments to the offices there specified shall continue until the end of the connexional year 2005-2006.

55/2B.
For the avoidance of doubt, the Conference confirms the delegation by Y Gymanfa of its responsibilities under Standing Order 491 to Y Cyngor for the period until the end of the connexional year 2005-2006.

55/3.
The Conference directs that new Standing Orders, as deemed necessary by Methodism in Wales, to replace Standing Orders 490, 491, 491A and 491B, be brought to the Conference no later than 2007.


