34.
Resourcing Mission Grants Committee

The Resourcing Mission Grants Committee (RMGC) is responsible for allocating grants from the Connexional Advance and Priority Fund, the Fund for Home Mission, and the Mission Alongside the Poor Fund, together with a small allocation of grants from the Fund for World Mission and the Epworth Fund (Miscellaneous Grants).  

As a result of the review of Circuit and other Advance Funds, approved by the Conference of 2004, the Committee asked the officers to take a Roadshow around stationing regions during February and March 2005.  This was an opportunity for the Resourcing Mission Office to present the implications of the review and for Districts to consider, with the RMO, implications for the way in which Districts will work with the RMGC in the future.

One of the implications of Team Focus for the Committee has been a cut of 20% in the Fund for Home Mission and Epworth Fund.  With the commitments Fund for Home Mission has made in previous years, this left little in the fund.  With some additional support from the Connexional Advance and Priority Fund the Committee was able to make most of the grant awards it was asked to make.  However, this will not be possible in future years and so from 2005/6 there will effectively be a cut in available connexional grants.

As a response to these changes RMGC agreed that (1) Districts are becoming the primary focus for connexional grant-making, (2) the Connexional Advance and Priority Fund might be distributed to a greater extent to Districts to meet the needs of their policies for mission, according to their needs, whilst (3) grants based on donations, primarily the Fund for Home Mission, might be used for innovative or risk-taking projects, and (4) whatever the future policy and administration of connexional grants they need to be owned connexionally and particularly by the Districts. So the Committee has proposed a District Consultation during the autumn of 2005.  

Only a few reports have been received from Districts about their District Advance Funds.  These enable RMGC to oversee overall spending on ministry and mission grants and explore possibilities for partnership between the Connexion and Districts.  In view of the poor response this year and the increasing importance of these reports next year, following the review of Circuit and other Advance Funds, the committee will ask the Conference to amend the standing order so that District Advance Fund reports go first to the RMGC and are copied to District Synods.  There is a need for a common understanding so everyone knows what each District has and to what they are committed.

Standing Order 963(3) sets up District Advance Funds, describes their purposes and the means to report to District and Connexion about their use.  The latter gives accountability to Synod and enables the RMGC to monitor the use of the District Advance Funds. The current wording of the standing order does not allow the RMGC to specify what information it needs in the report, or by what date in order to report back to the Committee and take any necessary action. The suggested change to wording will allow the RMGC to specify a required format or content of 

the report and to receive the information in time to inform its grant making for the following year.
	Ministry and Mission Grants - All Funds 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	2001-02
	2002-03
	2003-04
	2004-05
	2005-06

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Total Grants payable
	£1,679,889
	£1,912,412
	£2,013,562
	£1,972,722
	£2,012,633

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Circuit Support grants
	£505,424
	£419,377
	£349,082
	£297,690
	£362,390

	% of total
	30.09
	21.93
	17.34
	15.09
	18.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	New Work grants
	£684,986
	£765,395
	£834,064
	£829,530
	£854,989

	% of total
	40.78
	40.02
	41.42
	42.05
	42.48

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other grants
	£489,479
	£727,640
	£830,416
	£845,502
	£795,254

	% of total
	29.13
	38.05
	41.24
	42.86
	39.51


In addition to the above Ministry and Mission Grants figures for the current year, CAPF grants for property schemes amounting to £243,750 were approved up to the 11th March 2005 (projected total for 2004/05 approx £750,000).

The accounts of the Connexional Advance and Priority Fund are appended to this report as required by Standing Order 978.

Epworth Fund Applications

The following applications to the Epworth Fund were considered by the Committee and the recommendations to the Conference are as follows:  

a) Group for Evangelisation – Ecumenical event at Coventry Cathedral planned for 2006. Grant recommended £1,000.

b) ‘Face to Face’ project, Centre for the Study of Theology and Health. Research, training and publication on issues pertaining to sexual abuse and its impact on the Christian Church. Grant recommended £45,000 spread over a three-year period.

c) ‘Colloquy’ Art exhibition for the Conference of 2006 in Edinburgh. Grant recommended £4,000.

In addition, the following applications were approved on a discretionary basis by officers authorised by the Conference of 2004 from the contingency fund and are reported for information:

a) Conservation work on the Wesleyan Historical Roll. Grant agreed £4,820.

b) ‘Worship Explosion’ Ecumenical event at Llangollen. Grant agreed £5,000.

c) Development of further resources on the ‘ReJesus’ web site. Grant agreed £25,000.

d) Resourcing Mission Office CD-ROM project – Resources for Mission. Grant agreed £8,000.

Dates and Deadlines

The dates for the grant-making meetings of the RMGC in the next connexional year are:

23rd-24th November 2005
(for which applications must reach the Resourcing Mission Office by the 14th October 2005)

30th-31st March 2006
(for which applications must reach the Resourcing Mission Office by the 31st January 2006)

***RESOLUTIONS

34/1.
The Conference adopts the Report of the Resourcing Mission Grants Committee.
34/2.
The Conference adopts the annual accounts of the Connexional Advance and Priority Fund for the year ended the 31st August 2004.
34/3.
The Conference approves the recommended grants from the Epworth Fund.  
34/4.
The Conference approves the use of unallocated funds from the Epworth Fund Grants budget as a contingency fund, so that officers of the Resourcing Mission Grants Committee may make discretionary grants if required during the year 2005-06 and report any such grants to the Conference of 2006.
34/5.
The Conference amends Standing Order 963(3) as follows:


(3) Each Synod shall establish a district Advance Fund for the purpose of making grants out of capital or income for the support of personnel serving in the District or any of its Circuits, for property schemes approved under Standing Order 930 and, where applicable, Standing Order 931 and for ecumenical work.  The Synod shall establish a process and criteria for dealing with such grants, and shall receive an annual report as to the grants made. A copy of the.  An annual report shall be sent to the secretary of the Resourcing Mission Grants Committee appointed under Standing Order 971(3). by the end of October each year, covering the previous connexional year. A copy of the report shall be presented to Synod.
34/6.
The Conference appoints the Resourcing Mission Grants Committee as follows:


Appointment Ends
i)  ex-officio members as specified in Standing Order 201
President 

Vice-President

Secretary

Ex-President  

Ex-Vice-President

President-designate

Vice-President-designate


Appointment Ends
ii)  three Chairs of District

(i)
The Revd William R Morrey (Chair)
2006


(ii)
The Revd Stephen J Poxon
2007


(iii)
The Revd F John Carne
2009

iii)  three Circuit Ministers

(i)
The Revd Dr Madeleine E Andrews
2006


(ii)
The Revd David H Howarth
2006


(iii)
Vacancy (from September 2005)
2011

iv)  a member of the Diaconal Order serving in a Circuit appointment to be nominated by the Diaconal Order
Deacon G Peter Ogle 
2010

v)  five lay persons

(i)
Mrs June Anderson
2007


(ii)
Mr John Bell
2007


(iii)
Mr Allan Dyer
2008


(iv)
Mr Brian Collis
2008


(v)
Mrs Shirley Crook
2009

vi)  one representative of the Methodist Council
Mr Ron Calver 

vii)  five members of the Connexional Team nominated by the Methodist Council to represent its concerns for church life, church and society and work in London


(i)
Mr Alan Pimlott


(ii)
Dr Chris Sissons

(iii)
The Revd Dr Stuart Jordan


(iv)
Mr Mike Seaton


(v)
The Revd Graham Horsley

Such other members of the Connexional Team as have responsibilities for advice on grant applications may attend from time to time as they or the Committee may determine.

Reasoned Statement

Mr Mike Seaton replaces Ms Liz Sturgess as a member of the Connexional Team with responsibility for children’s and youth work.
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