3.
Youth Conference Report

1.
Trinity Methodist Church, Basingstoke, in the Southampton District hosted the 10th annual Youth Conference taking place on the 19th-21st November 2004. This year’s business was discussed, in small groups, as in previous years, but also saw the introduction of two specially-chosen open debates, following the evaluation and comments of those who attended the previous year’s event in Bolton. Again a large number of delegates were attending for the first time, giving us solid new hope for the future.

2.
Resolutions passed by the Youth Conference.

2.1
Get Scruffy (Casual)

Youth Conference noted that people outside and inside the church consider the style of dress adopted by many for worship as a barrier. Youth Conference requested that a Casual Sunday be organised to encourage the idea that you need not dress “up” for worship.

2.2
Young families

The Youth Conference raised concern as to the distinct lack of young families and those aged 20-40 years in most Methodist churches. It was recognised that this age group was essential for the development and life of the Church and MAYC. Youth Conference requested that the Methodist Youth Executive consult with the Council for Methodist Youth Work, Generation Cross and the 20-40s group as to their work and expertise in this area. It also asked the Youth Executive to prepare a report for Methodist Youth Conference 2005 recommending a course of action to tackle this issue, a resolution to be tabled to take this forward.

2.3
Smoking

Youth Conference noted that smoking was now banned in many public places across the United Kingdom; it recommended that smoking should be similarly banned on all public church property.  Youth Conference called upon the Methodist Conference to support a smoking ban in both public places and in public church property. It asked the Church to support those trying to quit smoking and asked the Methodist Youth Executive to prepare a letter to the Prime Minister on this issue.

* See Resolution 3/2.

2.4
Charter 95

Charter 95 was published ten years prior to this year’s Youth Conference and developed by young people as their vision for the Church. It was identified that Charter 95 had been influential in the subsequent development of the Methodist Church’s document “Our Calling” and more recently the establishment of its Priorities. Youth Conference believed that the Methodist Church had completed some of the goals noted in this document (Charter 95) but also had a way to go on many of them. Youth Conference requested that the Methodist Church work towards the

completion of one initiative at a time and for its work to return to many of the core issues identified in Charter 95.
2.5
Anglican-Methodist Covenant

Youth Conference noted that the work of the Methodist Youth Executive, producing an interactive resource suitable for young people explaining the Anglican-Methodist Covenant, had been hampered by several members of the group believing its vocabulary and style made it difficult to read and understand. Youth Conference asked the Methodist Youth Executive to write a letter to the Conference and Communications Co-ordinating Secretary asking for young people to be consulted further when creating resources.

2.6
Year of Prayer

Youth Conference warmly greeted the decision of the Methodist Conference that a Year of Prayer be established throughout 2005. It believed that this decision, largely in response to Youth Conference’s support for 24/7 should be supported. Youth Conference agreed that it would again host 24/7 prayer events.

2.7
Zimbabwe 1

Youth Conference identified that many people in Zimbabwe were suffering greatly from starvation, political oppression and human rights abuses. 

* See Resolution 3/3.

2.8
Zimbabwe 2

Youth Conference believed that as followers of Christ we must seek to stand alongside anyone who needs our help, regardless of political situation, in a sensitive and compassionate way. Youth Conference asked its delegates to pray for Zimbabwe during the first week of Advent and consider actioning fundraising events wherein the money raised could be distributed by the Methodist Youth Executive to those suffering from starvation in Zimbabwe.

2.9
Make Poverty History

Youth Conference reaffirmed its commitment to stay true to the Bible and to support and campaign on behalf of the poor to try and achieve greater fairness and equality between all people. Youth Conference encouraged delegates to take an active part in the Make Poverty History campaign and with MAYC World Action and MRDF attend Edinburgh on 2nd July before the G8 Summit. 

2.10
Holy Spirit

Youth Conference recognised a lack of presence of the Holy Spirit within our weekly services and the need for the power and presence of the Holy Spirit to be more widely understood and appreciated. Youth Conference asks that ministers focus more on the Holy Spirit in services and provide support and understanding to their congregations to make them increasingly aware of its power. 

* See Resolution 3/4.
2.11
Single Transferable Voting

Youth Conference noted that the use of single transferable voting for elections which included multiple candidates applying for a post with several vacancies was complicated and not the fairest way of conducting elections. Youth Conference therefore immediately implemented the use of multiple votes with an equal weighting when electing more than one person to the same position.

2.12
Future Youth Conference Business

Youth Conference noted that the different format of debate used for Youth Conference since 2003 had slowed down debate, whilst also widening participation to those people who were not sufficiently confident to speak to the whole Conference. Youth Conference requested that future debates be a mixture of both styles and that the style adopted for each resolution be at the discretion of the Chair and Business Committee.

2.13
Church and the Local Community

Youth Conference acknowledged that within local communities there are often barriers between the church and the local community and it was recognised that initiatives like Soul in the City have helped in breaking down these barriers.  Youth Conference challenges every church to do something to bless their community over a set weekend to show the unconditional love of God for all. This event is to be co-ordinated by the Methodist Youth Executive.  In order to progress this work, the Methodist Youth Executive in consultation with the Council for Methodist Youth Work should aim to organise a week of action leading up to Breakout 2006.

2.14
Pastoral Support

Youth Conference recognised the value of pastoral support as a vital part of our Church’s ministry. However, concerns were expressed that often pastoral support was offered to young people through the parents/guardians and this alienated young people whose parents/guardians did not attend church. Youth Conference also noted that individual young people within a congregation were often overlooked when it came to being asked about membership.

Methodist Youth Conference requests that the Methodist Conference recommends that in the training of pastoral visitors, special consideration is given to the engagement and approach of young people and that pastoral support is offered to all people regardless of membership.

* See Resolution 3/5.

2.15
Worship Leaders

Youth Conference agreed that worship leaders are not as widely used as they could be and that their role is often misunderstood. It was believed that to make better use of worship leaders as a valuable resource their role within congregations needs to be clearer. 

Youth Conference requested that the Methodist Youth Executive writes to the Local Preachers’ Office to request that better publicity and guidance on the role of a worship leader be given to all churches in a format that can be widely understood by the congregations.

3.
Methodist Youth Conference Officers 

Youth Conference elected the following people to the Methodist Youth Executive 2004-05:

Chair: 
Rosalind Jones

Chair-Designate:
Ceri Howard

Secretary: 
John Cooper

Secretary-Designate:
Paul Nixon

Youth President:
Chris Cornell

Youth President-Elect: 
Kevin Jones

Other Executive Members:
Sarah Brown


Becky Smithson


David Jewitt


Yvonne Woodward


Matthew Selby


Rachael Earnshaw


Sunny Opeyokun

***RESOLUTIONS
3/1.
The Conference receives  the Report.

Under Standing Order 250(5), the Youth Conference may adopt and submit to the Methodist Conference, if it wishes, resolutions on any connexional issue. Four such resolutions are submitted below:

3/2.
The Conference supports a smoking ban both in public places and in public church property and asks the Church to support those trying to quit smoking.

3/3.
The Conference calls upon Church leaders actively to encourage and support people in our churches to take the initiative to find out for themselves what is happening in Zimbabwe and prayerfully respond as they see fit.
3/4.
The Conference asks that ministers focus more on the Holy Spirit in services and provide support and understanding to their congregations to make them increasingly aware of the Spirit’s power. 

3/5.
The Conference recommends that in the training of pastoral visitors special consideration is given to the engagement and approach of young people and that pastoral support is offered to all people regardless of membership.

APPENDIX

Hosting of the Youth Conference

In accordance with Resolution 31/1 of the 2004 Conference, the Youth Conference will be held in the following regions (locations shown where known):

2005
West Midlands (Stafford)

2006
South East (Norwich)

2007
Wales

2008
East Midlands

2009
South West

2010
North

2011
Lancashire

2012
Yorkshire

2013
South East

2014
West Midlands

2015
Wales

2016
East Midlands

2017
South West

2018
North

2019
Lancashire
54
53

