Visit to the work of PRICA-PROCMURA.
In Northern Cameroon.
24 — 28 November 2025

PRICA-PROCMURA: (Programme des Relations Islamo-Chretiennes en Afrique/
Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa).

The Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa (PROCMURA) is the only pan-
African ecumenical Christian organisation which specifically works to build constructive
relations with Muslims and to witness together for peace and peaceful coexistence. Founded
in 1959 PROCMURA’s constituencies are made up of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox,
Evangelicals, Catholics, and indigenous (Independent) Churches. PROCMURA is currently
established in 20 countries in East, West, Central and Southern Africa and operates in ten
more countries where it is not yet well established.

Its” Vision is to work towards:
A continent where Christian and Muslim communities in spite of their differences,
work together for justice, peace and reconciliation, towards the holistic development
of the human family and the environment.

Its’ Mission seeks to offer:
Faithful Christian witness to the Gospel in an interfaith environment of Christians
and Muslims that respects the spirit of good neighbourliness and Christian
constructive engagement with Muslims for peace and peaceful coexistence.

And its’ overall goal is:
To see an African continent where Christians and Muslims uphold the principles of
religious freedom and all that it entails; constructively relate to promote peace in the
society and peaceful coexistence between Christian and Muslim communities; and
jointly respond to environmental challenges.

O O ||

North

Y

The PROCMURA-PRICA Team in Maroua,

ern Cameroon.



Background and Rationale to the visit to Northern Cameroon.

Since independence, Islam and Christianity - introduced respectively from the 17th and 18th
centuries - have long coexisted in an environment of mutual respect in Cameroon,
contributing to the country's social stability. However, this harmony has been weakened over
recent decades by emerging local, regional, and international dynamics. In the Far North,
attacks by Boko Haram in 2014 profoundly disrupted social and religious balances. Villages
were affected by repeated violence, abductions, population displacement, and increased
mistrust among communities. This has had a lasting impact on social cohesion and has
highlighted the need for stronger engagement from religious and community actors to prevent
violent extremism.

In response to these successive crises, PRICA Cameroon has positioned itself as a key actor
in Christian—Muslim dialogue, community mediation, promoting peaceful coexistence,
preventing radicalisation and strengthening social cohesion. Since 2014, PRICA has been
implementing field-based initiatives involving religious leaders, traditional chiefs, women,
and youth to fulfil these goals.

Purpose of the visit:
The visit was planned:

1. To engage with religious leaders, traditional chiefs, women, and youth on current
challenges related to social cohesion.

2. To learn about PRICA Cameroon’s initiatives in preventing violent extremism and
fostering community mediation.

3. To understand the concerns, expectations, and proposals coming from communities
affected by security and intercommunity crises.

4. To strengthen collaboration between PROCMURA Europe and PRICA Cameroon in
implementing peacebuilding actions.

5. To enhance the visibility of the role of religious and traditional leaders in conflict
prevention.




It was hoped that this would enable :

e Religious and community leaders to express their needs and share their contributions
to peacebuilding.

e PRICA Cameroon’s actions to be better understood, highlighted, and strengthened
through PROCMURA Europe’s support.

e Anawareness of community concerns in order to guide future interventions.

« Relationships among PROCMURA Europe, PRICA Cameroon, and local authorities
to be strengthened.

o To deepen a framework of cooperation to promote peaceful coexistence.

The visit brought together approximately 60 participants, including:

e 15 Muslim, Christian, and traditional religious leaders.

e Traditional chiefs.

« Women and youth from local communities.

o Representatives of administrative and municipal authorities.

The gathering took place over three days in Maroua and its surroundings and in Garoua, with
representation from communities affected by crises in the Far North and North regions. The
visit represented a genuine strategic opportunity to strengthen peacebuilding efforts in the Far
North region of Cameroon.

Main Causes of Radicalisation as identified by local participants:

Violence, extremism and radicalisation are a growing problem across the Sahel region and
increasingly in other parts of Africa. However, there is no single cause. Participants identified
the following multiple factors contributing to social and political instability. These are being
taken advantage of by external ideological influences for geopolitical reasons.

Injustice Bad governance Insecurity

Corruption Climate change impact Ethnic/Tribal conflict

Poverty Lack of parental responsibility External ideologies

Unemployment Hopes not satisfied Pressure on land use
Poor education opportunities




Proposed Responses:

All involved recognise PRICA/PROCMURA’s programmes as Vvital in promoting
peacebuilding, enhancing coexistence and countering radicalisation at a local and regional
level. Proposed responses to the challenges above as listed by the local participants include:
e Ongoing support for and expansion of PRICA/PROCMURA’s work and programmes
is essential.
e Increasing Citizenship education.
e Networking with other religious/community leaders across the region to share strategy
and processes for wider implementation of peacebuilding and interreligious dialogue.
e Increasing collaborative community projects to address poverty issues....”Why talk
about peace if you can’t eat?”
e Addressing governance issues.
e Education in reality of Christianity and Islam. (Not extremism).
e International advocacy on issues of Climate Change and Justice.

It was clear that my visit was deeply appreciated by all who participated in the meetings. It
helped to consolidate community ties, encourage interreligious and intergenerational
dialogue, and to reinforce collective engagement against radicalization, hate speech, and to
address intercommunity tensions. Two individual encounters stood out for me:

The first was with the local King/Tribal Chief of the Maroua region in his village 50kms from
Maroua. Although a Muslim, he is committed to interreligious coexistence and mutual
harmony and respect. In a region that is vulnerable to radicalisation and faces all the
challenges listed above, and which has suffered extremely violent incursions from Boko
Haram terrorists in recent years, he stood firm in his advocacy for peaceful coexistence and
his absolute opposition to extremism and violence.

“As Christians and Muslims we are brothers and sisters together,” he said. “We have always
lived in harmony in this area. | will make every effort to support peaceful coexistence and am
against all violence and extremism.” He went on: “I oppose all efforts to radicalise the young
people and the ideology of Boko Haram does not represent true Islam.” This is a courageous
position to take in such a vulnerable context. He lives in a simple ‘palace’ in the heart of his
village and is loved by his people.




The second encounter was with the Chief Imam of the Grand Mosque of Garoua. The mosque
is an important Sunni religious ‘hub’ for the northwest of Cameroon and is a place of
architectural, religious and cultural significance for the north of the country. The Imam
warmly welcomed myself and the Chair of PRICA Cameroon, Rev. Robert Goyek, who is
also President of the Lutheran Church in Cameroon. He spoke warmly of the historical
coexistence of the Christian and Muslim communities in the region and of the importance of
continued dialogue and respect. Like the Tribal Chief of Maroua, he noted his absolute
opposition to the ideology espoused by extremist groups and his commitment to countering
radicalisation. As a respected and moderate Muslim leader in the Sahel region, he expressed
his interest in coming to Britain to meet with Christian and Muslim leaders here and to share
his experience of interreligious dynamics in the challenging global context of increasing
radicalisation and extremism and to learn how we cope with these challenges.

Everything | heard and witnessed confirmed:

e the importance of PROCMURA’s commitment in the Sahel region;

e the importance of local agency in strengthening synergies between local
organizations, community leaders, and regional and international partners working for
peace;

e and the importance of international support for and engagement with this process.




