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Trinity Methodist Church, Newport

Trinity Methodist Church, Newport was built in the 1960’s. There was underfloor
heating in the worship area, originally heated by an oil fired boiler, which was then
converted to gas. As the boiler was the original one which was over 50 years old, the
Church started to consider how to replace it. The existing system was very
inefficient, needing turning on at 10pm on a Saturday night for the worship area to be
warm for a Sunday morning service.

The initial plan was to replace the one old, inefficient gas boiler with two smaller
efficient ones, due to concerns about the electricity supply to the building and
whether this was sufficient to power an electric heating system. However, the
Church Council decided to investigate if an electric heating system would be
possible and found that, as the mains cable already runs through their grounds, an
upgrade to the electricity supply would only cost £2,500.

In phase one of changing
the heating system, the
Church focused on
switching the heating
system for the worship
area. The Church worked
with Herschel, visiting their
showroom in Bristol to
learn more about infrared
heating systems. There
were initial concerns about
whether the heaters would
be effective, or would
people end up with hot heads but cold feet! | Herschel heaters in the worship area.
Herschel worked closely with the Church They are fitted below the lights.

and their electrician to install the system in

the worship area and
guide them through how
it works. This first phase
costed approximately
£17,000.

The new system was a
massive transformation
for the Church. Compared
to having to turn the
heating on 12 hours
ahead of a service, the
new system meant it only
needed turning on 20



https://www.herschel-infrared.co.uk/heating-heritage-buildings/churches/



https://kiasa.co.uk/
https://media.methodist.org.uk/media/documents/Radyr_Methodist_Church_EObRVEP.pdf
https://media.methodist.org.uk/media/documents/Radyr_Methodist_Church_EObRVEP.pdf
mailto:newlovea@methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Net%20Zero%20Case%20Study
mailto:newlovea@methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Net%20Zero%20Case%20Study
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unnecessarily, users of the building are not able to control the heaters. Phase two,
excluding the electricity supply upgrade, costed approximately £22,000.

Both phases one and two were both funded through a fundraising event at the
Church, as well as grants from The Wales Synod Cymru advanced fund, The Synod
Charitable Trust and The Newport and Lower Wye Circuit. An application was
submitted for funding from the local council, but no decision has been made. Overall
the work took approximately two years.

Upgrading the heating to electric in both the worship area and other rooms has
meant gas is no longer used in this part of the building. The Church Council are very
happy with the decision to do this work. Gas continues to power the heating system
for the upper hall- the Church would like to switch this to electric heating too in the
future but needs to identify what system would be suitable given the high ceilings, as
well as dealing with electricity supply issues once again. Planning ahead in this way
allows churches to consider their options without the time pressure of a broken
boiler. An energy audit or heating options appraisal are suitable surveys to help
churches plan ahead for when their boiler needs replacing.

The Church would also like to install solar panels and a battery in the future and are
working towards an Eco Church Gold award, having achieved Silver in 2025. Finally,
the Church highlighted the importance of working with an electrician who you can
trust, and preferably has installed this type of system before.

With thanks to Roger Bafico for sharing Trinity’s story and photos.


https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/net-zero-carbon/energy-audits/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

