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Summerbridge Methodist Church

Summerbridge Methodist Church was built in 1894 and is part of the Pateley Bridge
Methodist Circuit. The Church’s 2020 Vision, Mission and Values includes the
intention to develop their creation care and social justice work and in August 2020
they were awarded Gold Eco Church status, which you can read more about here.

In November 2023, installation was completed on a solar panel array and battery
storage, as part of the Yorkshire North and East District "Net Zero Near You" project.
20 panels were installed, with a peak output of 7.9kW, alongside a 5.12kW battery.
The estimated annual generation of the panels is 6,772.99kWh, which gives an
estimated saving of £1,788.07 per year for electricity bills.

Yorkshire Energy Systems, who have worked across Yorkshire North and East

district, did the installation work and Summerbridge Methodist Church would
definitely recommend them. YES is MCS certified- MCS sets and maintains
standards for low carbon technologies, contractors and installations. Churches
outside YES's working area can use the MCS's directory to find a suitable installer.

In total, the installation cost £15,500. The church funded approximately 14% of this,
with other funding coming from the Circuit, District and the North East and Yorkshire
Net Zero Hub’s Energy Project Enabling Fund. The payback period for the church’s
contribution has already been met through energy bills savings and a small amount
of income from excess electricity which is exported to the grid.

As the church is not listed or in a conservation area, there was no planning
permission required and the church only needed District Consent. Additionally,
installation was simplified as the roof was structurally sound and no works were


https://www.summerbridgechurch.org/caring-for-our-world
https://www.yorkshirenemethodist.org/our-work/net-zero/
https://yorkshireenergysystems.co.uk/
https://mcscertified.com/
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required before the solar array could be installed. The scaffolding temporarily
blocked the main access to the church, though a second entrance remained
accessible. Churches with only one entrance should work with their installer to
ensure safe access.
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With thanks to Rose Gosling for sharing
Summerbridge’s story and for the photos.



