
 

Scotforth Road, Lancaster 

Lancaster Methodist Church is part of the North 

Lancashire Circuit and has two buildings. One of 

these, the Scotforth Road Church, was constructed 

in 1909 and is a large building, across three floors. 

It is used throughout the week, with Sunday 

services and community groups during the week, 

including a male voice choir, brass band, yoga and 

pilates classes and a toddler group. In 2004, the 

Church removed the pews and undertook other 

works to make the building more suitable for 

different users. 

In 2023, Woohoo surveyed the Church and 

produced a net zero report, giving the Church 

details on what they could do to get the building 

down to net zero. Scotforth Road’s top tip to other 

churches considering how they might reach net 

zero is to have a similar report done, as it will help 

with your planning, budgeting and decision making. These reports are also known as 

Energy Audits- you can find more information on them here, including a list of 

companies who have worked with churches before. 

Woohoo’s report included the recommendation to install an array of solar panels, 

alongside batteries. The Church have subsequently installed 22 panels, each 415kW, 

alongside 14.4kWh of battery storage. The majority of the panels are on the South 

facing roof, with some on the West facing roof. The Church is not Listed or in a 

Conservation Area, but a Planning Application was needed as the top of the panels 

would be close to the ridge of the roof. Planning Permission was granted in May 2024 

without any major problems- a 

large tree provides visual cover 

from the road so the panels are 

well screened. However, this 

does result in some over-

shadowing of some panels at 

certain times of the day or year. 

Off-Grid North West Limited did 

the installation, and the Church 

https://woohoo.ltd/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/net-zero-carbon/energy-audits/
https://www.uksolarpanelinstallations.co.uk/


 

was very happy with their work. The total cost of installation was £20,764- 

approximately a quarter of this was covered by a District grant, the remaining was 

funded by a Legacy gift that had been left to the Church. The estimated payback period 

is four years- this is based on assumptions about generation levels, estimated to be 

7,860kWh annually, and electricity prices, so the exact period may increase. Another 

recommendation of Woohoo’s report for Scotforth Road was the installation of a heat 

pump, in a hybrid system with their existing gas boiler. The Church have future proofed 

for a heat pump and the associated increase in electricity use by installing more panels 

than they currently need. 

 

With thanks to Brian Smith for sharing Scotforth Road’s story. 

Photos courtesy of Adrian Friday. 


