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The Methodist Churc

Radyr Methodist Church

Radyr Methodist Church was built in 1901, with a new Sanctuary added in the 1970's,
when the old Sanctuary became the Church Hall. The Church is part of the Cardiff and
Caerphilly Circuit.

In 2022, the old, manually controlled electric heaters in the Church Hall needed
replacing. After discussing with their local electrician, far infrared heaters were chosen
as suitable replacements. The Church and their electrician, Andy, worked with Kiasa
Heating, a Leicester-based firm, who assessed the building to calculate what size
heaters, and how many of them, were required.

In the main hall space, three 1.2kW bar heaters were installed, with two being installed
in the classroom space and one in the prayer room. These are all controlled by a Hive
system, meaning a member of the church no longer needs to physically go to the church
to control the heating. There was an initial chemical smell when the heaters were first
installed and used, but this quickly ended and feedback from users of the building,
including yoga, tai chi and art groups, has all been positive.

The building has also had persistent issues with damp, as there was no damp proofing
under the floor. The combination of the new heaters and a permanent dehumidifier has
resolved this.

Following the success of the hall installation, the decision was made to switch the
Sanctuary to infrared heating too. Combined with switching to direct water heaters in
the kitchen and toilets, this has allowed Radyr Church to completely stop using gas.
Working with Kiasa again, the decision was made that larger heaters were required and
so six 2.4kW heaters were installed. As infrared heaters heat the people rather than the
air, the thermostat can read 14 or 15°C, and the congregation can still be comfortable!

While Radyr has been able to decommission their boiler, they're not stopping there! The
next plans are to add insulation to the Hall building and install a solar PV array on the
church roof, adding insulation to the roof at the same time. They also plan to install
batteries. In the future, they may also consider cladding the Church, to insulate the
building further.

The installation in the Hall cost £6,000 and in the Sanctuary cost £8,000- £6,000 of this
was covered by grant funding. The Church is on three phase electricity, so no upgrades
were needed to the electricity supply to allow the switch to infrared heaters, helping to
keep costs low.
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Radyr’s top tip for other churches looking to do Net Zero work is to find good, local
contractors you can rely on and use their guidance to find suitable suppliers, such as
Kiasa. Radyr would highly recommend Kiasa, who worked closely with the church
throughout the process and were quick to deal with any teething problems as the new
systems were commissioned.

Kiasa Heating have written about their installation at Radyr, as well as sharing photos
and a video of the project. You can find their write up here.

With thanks to Phil Gatley for sharing Radyr’s story.
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