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Welcome to this edition of Property Matters News Flash.

News Flash publications will be used to communicate important time sensitive
property-related updates and other information that we need to bring to your
attention in between the normal Property Matters Newsletter publications.

Meet the Property Support Team

CALL TO ACTION FOR CHAPEL
TRUSTEES ACROSS WALES

Help shape the future of Wales’ chapel heritage — take part in the National
Census and join upcoming workshops

A major new National Census of Nonconformist Chapels in Wales has been
launched by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Wales (RCAHMW) as part of the Capeli Cymru project, offering a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to build a clear, national picture of chapel life and
sustainability.

This is the first comprehensive survey of its kind for over a century, aiming to
record which chapels remain open, how buildings are used, and the condition of
both active and closed sites. Mapping this information will provide a vital evidence
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base to inform future funding, conservation strategies and community reuse across
Wales.

Why trustees should act now

Trustees and chapel officers are strongly encouraged to complete the census on
behalf of the local church. The survey is straightforward, taking around 5-10
minutes, and captures essential information about your chapel’s status, use and
facilities.

By contributing, you will:

o Ensure your chapel is accurately represented in national data

« Help shape future heritage funding and support programmes

o Strengthen the case for investment in chapel buildings and communities
o Safeguard the legacy of Nonconformist heritage for future generations

The census will also track the fate of closed chapels, whether reused, vacant or
lost, helping to identify trends and opportunities across Wales.

The deadline for completion is the end of May 2026. A link to the survey
is here

Share your voice through stakeholder workshops
Alongside the census, the Capeli Cymru project is hosting a series of stakeholder
workshops, events and online sessions exploring the challenges and opportunities
facing chapel buildings today, including adaptation, repair, and community use.
These sessions provide an important platform for trustees, congregations and
communities to:

« Share practical experiences of managing historic chapel buildings

o Contribute ideas for sustainable futures and new uses

« Influence emerging strategies to support chapel heritage

o Connect with other stakeholders across Wales

Workshops are being held both in-person and online, with topics ranging from
repair and adaptation to reuse and closure processes.

Hurry, these workshops start next week! A full list of the workshops available can
be found here

A national effort to safeguard a defining heritage

Nonconformist chapels are widely recognised as a defining element of Wales’
cultural and architectural identity. The census forms a critical part of a wider effort
to develop practical strategies to safeguard this heritage, working in
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partnership with denominations, congregations, heritage organisations and local
communities.

With thousands of chapel sites identified historically but no current definitive record
of their status, trustee participation is essential to ensuring that the national picture
is accurate and complete.

Get involved

Trustees and chapel representatives are encouraged to:

» Complete the census (and share widely within your circuit or network)

* Attend a workshop or webinar to contribute your experience and insight

* Contact the Capeli Cymru team for further information or to participate further
Together, these actions will help ensure that Wales’ chapel buildings, so central to
community, language, and identity, are understood, supported and sustained for
the future.

Thank you
Joanne Balmforth
Conservation Officer

This is all for this edition of Property Matters News Flash.

Your usual Property Matters Newsletter will land in your inbox soon filled
with lots of valuable information, tips and inspirational stories from around
the Connexion.

In the meantime to view the most current edition of Property Matters, please
refer to the Property pages on the website.
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