View in browser

January 2026

Ah

PROPERTY The Methodist Church
MATTERS

Meet the Property Support Team

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme and the Places

of Worship Renewal Fund

Dear Trustees,

Many of you will have received news that on
22nd January 2026, the UK Government
confirmed the end of Listed Places of
Worship Grant Scheme (LPWGS).

They have instead announced a new funding package for arts and culture,
including places of worship: — Government announces bumper £1.5 billion
package to restore national pride — GOV.UK.

The specific part of the announcement relevant to places of worship reads as
follows:

‘In recognition of the important role religious heritage buildings play in the
UK’s national story, a new £92 million fund called the Places of Worship
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Renewal Fund will replace the £23 million Listed Places of Worship Grant
Scheme and bring these important buildings into line with other heritage

assets. It will give them access to the same level of financial support from
the government as historic houses, monuments and other heritage sites.’

While we welcome this, there is limited detail available yet on how the new Fund
will work. Full details of the scheme, including specific requirements and
application guidance will be published in due course. However, it is hoped that the
first year of the scheme will focus grant giving towards those churches who were
disadvantaged by the £25k cap on the LPWG Scheme, and who consequently,
reduced or modified their project to respond to this change in available funding.

If this applies to your church then do email the conservation team the details, as
we can help to bring these to the relevant bodies' attention on your behalf. Sadly,
this new fund will be for listed places of worship in England only. Churches in
Scotland and Wales are encouraged to consider other national funds such as
the Heritage Fund's Places of Worship Fund.

The most important message for now is that churches will not be able to claim
VAT back from the LPWGS after 31 March this year. Methodist churches with
any eligible invoices for works at their listed church buildings are urged to submit
their claims as soon as possible. The budget for claims for this year was £23
million, with less than 5 million remaining at the time of writing. Please use this
online tracker to check how much money is still in the pot: — Listed Places of
Worship Grant Scheme funding tracker.

Claims submitted after 31 March will not be considered.

If you have any questions then please do direct them to the conservation team
via email and please be aware that details continue to emerge on the Places of
Worship Renewal Fund.

When we hear more we shall include them in another Newsflash, in Property
Matters or on our News, Funding and Training Page

Best Wishes,

Joanne Balmforth
Conservation Officer
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Your usual Property Matters Newsletter will land in your inbox soon filled
with lots of valuable information, tips and inspirational stories from around
the Connexion.

In the meantime to view the most current edition of Property Matters, please
refer to the Property pages on the website.
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