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Meet the Property Support Team

T
Important Updates

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme -
officially closed

Dear Colleagues,
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We are writing to provide an urgent update %& g ' '

. . XIS Association
regarding the DCMS Listed Places of s
Worship Grant scheme

The scheme is now officially closed to new applications. While the funding
was intended to run until 31st March, the full £23 million budget has already been
allocated due to high demand.

This premature closure highlights the critical pressure on our historic church
buildings. The new Places of Worship Renewal Fund, to be administered by
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Historic England, is not yet in operation resulting in a funding gap in the short-term.
We are closely monitoring the situation and eagerly await news of the launch
(anticipated in April).

As this chapter of funding closes, we recommend reviewing the National Churches
Trust (NCT) analysis of the Government’s recent review of the scheme. It provides
vital context on the scheme’s impact and the ongoing necessity for VAT relief or
equivalent grant support:

Read the NCT Analysis here

Please be assured that we continue to liaise with the NCT, the Heritage Religious
Buildings Alliance (HRBA), and other partners to stress the urgent need for new
funding. We will update you as and when we hear more.

This update is brought to you by The Ecclesiastical Architects' & Surveyors'
Association (EASA).

Please direct any questions on the above to our Conservation Team via this email.

Treasurer's Handbook and New Finance Web Pages

We are pleased to launch The Treasurer’s

Handbook to help our treasurer’s across the
Connexion. Click here to download a copy.

As part of the launch, the Finance web pages
have been updated to include relevant
information for treasurers and as a result, some
pages have been moved elsewhere on the

website.

The primary changes are:
o Ministerial Grants, Methodist Ministers’ Pension Scheme and Accessing

Payslips has moved under Ministries
¢ Information about PASLEMC information has moved to Employees and

Volunteers
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e The Financial Accounts and Trustees Report has moved under the About
The Methodist Church section.
e The Standard Form of Accounts can be found under Annual Reporting.

If you have any feedback regarding the changes, please click here to contact the
finance team.

Free Faith Security Training — Offered by the Home
Office

The Home Office is pleased to announce
. . .. O\Q )
the launch of Faith Security Training (FST) o cds Defence & Security

o

a free security awareness scheme designed
specifically for faith communities across
England and Wales, which will be delivered
on behalf of the Home Office by CDS
Support.

This training will help you strengthen security practices, mitigate threats, and
ensure your places of worship remain safe and safe.

Who should attend?

Faith leaders, trustees, facilities managers, volunteers, and anyone with
responsibility for security at your place of worship. The training is also suitable for
any member of a congregation with an interest in improving security at places of
worship.

For more information, or to register visit the FST webpage or email their support

team.

Your usual Property Matters Newsletter will land in your inbox in April filled
with lots of valuable information, tips and inspirational stories from around
the Connexion.

In the meantime to view the most current edition of Property Matters, please
refer to the Property pages on the website.

Methodist Church House, 25 Tavistock Place Road, London, WC1H 9SF 020 7486 5502
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