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HAPPY
NEW YEAR

Welcome to this Month's edition of Property Matters.
For the latest property guidance, please refer to the Property pages.
Meet the Property Support Team

Thank You For Your Feedback

Thank you to everyone who took time to

complete the Property Website Survey. g

You've given us some valuable feedback

and we really appreciate this.

Your feedback will go a long way in helping
us shape our website pages to serve you
better.
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Action For Hope
Corner

This section of Property Matters is where we share news, resources and events
linked to Action for Hope and our commitment to care for creation.

Love Your Yew Week
Running from 9th - 15th February, this week
is dedicated to caring for our ancient and

veteran yews. Caring for God’s Acre, in
collaboration with the Ancient Yew Group, are
asking custodians of yews to focus on the
root plate, clearing beneath the canopy to
ensure the roots are not being smothered.

Caring for God’s Acre have developed a list of FAQ’s, as well as two short films on
ancient yews more generally. You can find all of this on the Love Your Yew week

page.

The Environment, Mission and Worship

Events '1 STAUGUSTINE'S

COLLEGE oF THEQLOGY

St Augustine’s College of Theology have two
events coming up in the new year, in central
London, exploring creation, mission and
worship.

Creation, Mission and Outreach - Learn how church witness concerning creation
can draw people into Christian faith, and develop ideas for integrating mission and
the environment in your own church setting. With mission and environment expert
Revd Dr Cate Williams. Tuesday 3rd Feb at St Andrew’s, Waterloo, from 12
noon to 4pm. Cost £40 per head, including lunch - book here.

Creation, Worship and Liturgy - Learn about the new Feast of God the Creator,
launching in September 2026, and develop ways to integrate creation perspectives
into your context of worship. With liturgy expert Revd Dr Christopher Irvine and
eco-church leader Revd Dr Sharon Moughtin. Tuesday 28th April at St Andrew’s,
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Waterloo, from 12 noon to 4pm. Cost £40 per head, including lunch - book
here

As always, a reminder you can find more about Action for Hope here, guidance
on getting your building down to net zero here, and you can contact Anna here for
net zero support and guidance.

Inspiration from Durham

What began as a simple request to store
pots and pans blossomed into a thriving
collaboration between The Peter Lee o )
Memorial Methodist Church (Darlington // |
Methodist District) and East Durham /;
Trust, transforming the once- .
underutilised space into a vibrant centre
serving diverse community needs.

~

Click here to read how a simple request became a great Community initiative.

An Upcoming Events & Trainings

Creating The Perfect Welcome

Organised and hosted by the National

Churches Trust, this event will explore NATIONAL
how your place of worship can benefit CHURCHES

from tourism - whether by attracting
more visitors, raising funds, recruiting T R U S T
volunteers, or staging memorable

events.
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Ideal for anyone involved with churches and chapels who wants to learn more
about church tourism or find out where to start, just in time for the 2026 visiting
season!

Date: Tuesday, 27 January 2026
Time: 2pm - 3pm
Venue: Online

Click here for more information and to register

Circuit Steward: Connexional

Circui
Community of Practice IrCUIt
Connexional monthly sessions for Stewa rd G

Circuit Stewards to grow in community, Connexional
Community of Practice

The Methodist Church
Learning Network

build skills and share knowledge.

These take place every last Wednesday of the month and it's a good opportunity
to learn (or recap) about your role and responsibilities as a Circuit Steward.

Next Session: Wednesday, 28th January
Topic: Theology of Stewarding
Time: 7pm (Online)

Click here for more information and to book your Free ticket.

Save the Date: 'Church Prepare to

Build' Free Training Event

Snug, an award-winning architecture
practice, is hosting a free training event
in Hampshire for church teams exploring

building and redevelopment projects.

The event aims to equip and encourage church leaders, teams, and
representatives who are starting or considering the journey of church building and
redevelopment. This training is aimed at the general project process and is aimed
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at all Christian denominations, rather than specifically Methodist churches, this is to
ensure that a wide range of churches can benefit from the information shared.

Date: Monday, 2nd February
Time: 7pm — 9pm
Venue: St Wins Church, 92 Salisbury Road, Totton, SO40 3JA

Click here for more information and to register

Save the Date: Equipping For

Equality
Our Learning Network Colleagues are

hosting an online development session ‘ .
for those in the Methodist church who

are passionate about Justice, Dignity ‘ '
and Solidarity with the main focus

on Sensory Space Awareness

Date: Tuesday 10th February 2026
Time: 7pm - 9pm (online)

Click here for more information about this event and to book your spot.

Save The Date - The ChurchWorks Summit 9 feciing Me;;gm;%"hh

- Po;/erty, ' ‘ &Wellbelnq

This one-day gathering brings senior church
leaders, government ministers, public sector
representatives, and charity leaders to explore *SUPPMHQ
T k Childfen &
how churches and public institutions can work FORiics Ny

together for social good.

Date: Friday, 27 February
Time: 9am — 5pm
Venue: Central Hall Westminster, Storey's Gate, London, SW1H 9NH

Click here for more information and to get your tickets.
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Save The Date - Women in Conservation
S.P.A.B will be hosting a special event to
celebrate women in conservation in March in

recognition of International Women’s Day.

A unique panel discussion will be led by award
winning-sculptor Nina Bibey around the topic of
creativity skills, ambitions and barriers faced by
women working in the historic building
environment.

Date: Tuesday, 10th March 2026

Time: 17.30pm — 20.30pm

Venue: 6 Queen Square, London, WC1N 3AT
Price: £25 (full price); £15 (concession price)

Early registration is advised - click to register

Interesting Reads

Report Launch

Church Works recently launched a report:
‘A place of living’: The role of heritage
buildings on community wellbeing in a
‘Decade of Renewal’ by Esther Platt &
Alisha Palmer.

This research was conduced in collaboration with other partners and funded by
Historic England.

To read the report, click here
To watch a video of the launch, click here
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The National Churches Survey
The result for The National Churches Survey

NATIONAL
To read and/download the full report, CHURCHES
in English click here W

To read and/download the full report in
Welch - click here

Grants

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme

(LPWGS) - update A3

The 2025/26 Scheme will close on 31 March Department
for Culture,

2026, or once the £23m budget has been Media & Sport

reached, whichever is eatrlier.

Click here to access the Funding Tracker which shows the total funding available
until 31 March 2026, the amount already allocated and information on how to

apply.

Useful Information & Resources

Property Steward's Handbook - Updated 2025
The update Property Steward’s Handbook is
still available to download on the Methodist The

Church Website. Property Stewards’
: Handbook

Click here to access and download the PDF
version of the handbook
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Methodist Insurance January E-News METHODIST M.NS“RANCE
This month, Methodist Insurance shares "

useful information to help keep your property
safe and warm during the cold winter months
ahead.

You can also discover how the Methodist Grants Programme is helping to support
church communities around the country.

Click here for the full e-news

Listed Building Advisory Committee (LBAC)
Meeting Dates:
e 21st April 2026 - Deadline for submissions is 31st March 2026
e 14th July 2026 - Deadline for submissions is 23rd June 2026
e 20th October 2026 - Deadline for submissions is 29th September 2026

Property Matters is a monthly newsletter focused on giving updates on
property related guidance and legal updates as well as providing information
and links to related subjects. To view the most current content, please refer
to the Property pages on the Methodist Church website. We cannot know
about everything that’s going on, so please do email us if you have any
feedback or ideas for items to include.

Methodist Church House, 25 Tavistock Place Road, London, WC1H 9SF 020 7486 5502
methodist.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1132208
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Click here for a PDF version
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