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Welcome to this month's edition of Property Matters
For the latest property guidance, please refer to the Property pages.
Meet the Property Support Team

Property Matters Publication Schedule Update

Dear Subscribers,

Thank you for your ongoing support and for taking the time to engage with
Property Matters each month. Over the past year, we have been reviewing how
Property Matters is delivered and exploring new ways to ensure the content we
share is more focused, meaningful, and valuable to you.

As part of these improvements, we’ll be adjusting our publication

schedule. Beginning March 2026, Property Matters will move from a monthly
release to an every other month cycle. As a result, the next edition will be
published in April 2026.

To ensure you remain informed between editions, any important updates or time
sensitive information will be shared through a ‘News Flash’ so you won’t miss
anything that requires prompt communication.

We appreciate your continued interest and look forward to sharing more
thoughtfully curated updates with you.

Best wishes
Stephen Hetherington
Director of Property Support


https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/cr/AQieeBDJt6gHGIO4syeREA4mkVCagVHRYz9izL8WvsGJvx15DuZjKURmK-xwUA
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/property-support/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/property-matters/

Action For Hope
Corner

This section of Property Matters is where we share news, resources and events
linked to Action for Hope and our commitment to care for creation.

Each area receiving money will form a
neighbourhood board, made up of local
residents, faith leaders, local businesses,

community organisations and others, who

Pride in Place Funding
The Government’s Pride in Place funding
programme will give ?5 billion to nearly 250

areas across the UK over the next 10 years.

will decide how the money is spent.

Money can be used on energy efficiency measures and decarbonisation, as well
as creating and improving green spaces, improving town centres and supporting
community level health provision- you can find more indicative interventions here.

The areas receiving money can be viewed on a map here, and there’s more

information about the programme as a whole available here. For churches looking

to be involved, information will be released by local authorities.

Historic England’s Case Studies

Historic England has recently published a set of case studies on the installation
and running of air source heat pumps in large historic buildings. Their findings
show that ASHP technology can be installed quickly and has lower capital costs
than other heat pump technologies, making it a key technology in decarbonising
these buildings. They also found that the visual and noise impacts of the ASHP
units were not an issue for any of the users. You can find the case studies here to
learn more.

Eco Church Awards

A huge congratulations to all Methodist Churches who have achieved an Eco
Church award. As of the end of January, there are 495 Methodist Churches with
Bronze awards, 185 with Silver awards and 18 have Gold awards. The Eco
Church award scheme (or Eco Congregation in Scotland) equips churches to care
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for creation, covering five key areas of church life, including our buildings, lifestyle
and worship & teaching. For churches just getting started with the Eco Church
scheme, you can find some Baby Steps to Eco Church here.

Resources

A reminder of the resources available to help with Getting Your Building Down to
Net Zero- there are case studies for churches and manses, fact sheets on net zero
technologies, a contractor directory and a net zero glossary, as well as information

about energy audits and funding options. These can all be found from here, and as
new resources are developed they will be added to this page.

I’'m always on the lookout for more case studies, so please do get in touch if you've

done any net zero work to your church or manse that you'd like to share so others
can learn from your experience.

Inspiration from Yorkshire

Historic Wesley Centre Reopens with New
Café

After three years of careful restoration,
Malton’s historic Wesley Centre is entering
an exciting new chapter with the opening of
its brand new café, Chapel Kitchen.

The launch marks a key milestone in the

[I* listed building into a thriving hub for
classical music, the arts, and community life

Led by local resident and former mayor Paul Emberley, the project has reimagined
the much loved landmark while preserving its heritage for future generations.

Click here to read the article



https://www.methodist.org.uk/action/climate/take-action-become-an-eco-church/baby-steps-to-eco-church/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/net-zero-carbon/
mailto:newlovea@methodistchurch.org.uk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/malton-wesley-centre/
https://www.maltonwesleycentre.org/

We would love to share your Story?

Do you have an Inspirational Story to share, please get in touch — no project is too
big or small. Sharing your project experience will help encourage other churches
who are thinking of embarking on a similar journey.

Please click here to access the questionnaire that will help you write your story.

Training & Events

Celebrating the History, Heritage and
Chapels of Anglesey

The Capeli Cymru Project will be hosting two
events for this celebration — a drop in session
in the afternoon and a private talk session in
the evening

Date: Tuesday, 24 February 2026
Times: 12noon — 5pm (Drop-in session) & 6pm (Public Talk)
Venue: Market Hall, Stanley Street, Holyhead, LL65 1HH

For more detailed information about this event in English and Welch, click here

Circuit Steward: Connexional

@ ©
Community of Practice CI rc u It
Connexional monthly sessions for St d
Circuit Stewards to grow in ewa r s
community, build skills and share Connexional
Community of Practice

o
The Methodist Church
Learning Network

knowledge. These take place every
last Wednesday of the month and it’s a
good opportunity to learn (or recap)
about your role and responsibilities as
a Circuit Steward.
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Next Sessions:

Wednesday, 25th February 2026
Topic: Wellbeing: Looking after Ourselves, our Ministers, and our Circuits

Wednesday, 25th March 2026
Topic: Stewarding in Changing Structures

Time: 7pm
Venue: Online

Click here for more information and to register your attendance.

Smarter Volunteer Recruitment: A Practical

and Inspiring Session

Join the National Churches Trust for this event. NATIONAL
Volunteers are at the heart of thriving places. CHURCHES

Working alongside your existing team, new
volunteers can bring fresh energy, skills and T R U ST
ideas. Yet many churches, chapels and
meeting houses tell us they struggle to attract
and retain volunteers.

This practical and inspiring session is designed to help you think differently about
volunteering and support. It will explore how to broaden your appeal, strengthen
relationships, and create welcoming opportunities for people to get involved.

Date: Monday, 16th March 2026
Time: 2pm - 3pm

Venue: Online

Click here for more information and to register for the event.
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Compliance Corner

PAT - Portable Appliance Testing:
Myths vs Facts

There are many common myths about
Portable Appliance Testing (PAT). 3

Health and Safety
The Health & Safety Executive (HSE) HSE Executive

website has a dedicated FAQs section

that address the key facts about the
inspection and testing of portable
electrical equipment.

Click here to access the information.

Important Reminders & Resources

The 2026 Annual Data Protection Checklist
This year marks the sixth cycle of the

mandatory Annual Checklist. Just like the
Connexional

Annual Returns, completing the Checklist is
not optional. Every set of Managing Trustees
who rely on TMCP’s registration with the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) is
required to submit it each year.

Click here for more information, full guidance notes and instructions on how to
complete the Annual Data Checklist
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Property Steward's Handbook - Updated
Just a gentle reminder that the Property
Steward’s Handbook has been updated

and a 2025 edition is now available to
download on the Methodist Church
Website.

Click here to access and download the PDF
version of the handbook

Methodist Insurance February E-News
This month, Methodist Insurance highlights
their online hub designed to support you

and your church in planning effective
fundraising.

2025

The
Property Stewards’
Handbook

Aguid
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They also share with us their comprehensive guide to help you safely plan and

organise church events and activities.

Click here to access the full e-news

Listed Buildings Section

Listed Buildings Advisory Committee
(LBAC) - Who are they? and what do they
do?

Following a number of enquiries about the
function and purpose of the Listed Buildings
Advisory Committee (LBAC) we thought we
would offer some information on their work,
particularly in terms of who they are and what
they do.
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The LBAC is a statutory committee required as a consequence of our
arrangements with Government over our handling of listed building applications
under the Ecclesiastical Exemption. The committee is set up to provide expert
advice independent of the local church, enabling the Church to maintain robust and
transparent administration of its listed building procedures. The committee is made
up of a balance of church and conservation experts and is appointed under
Standing Order 332, specialist advice varies from Methodist heritage, worship,
architecture, archaeology, and the care of historic buildings.

The Committee is administered by the Connexional Conservation Officer who
handles all applications for works to listed buildings and makes a recommendation
to the Connexional Council. The LBAC is only one of a number of consultees on
our listed building applications, other consultees include Historic England/Cadw,
Local Authorities, and the national amenity societies. All comments are considered
with equal weighting and all comments are important to us in arriving at a decision.
Around 300 projects affecting listed buildings and buildings in Conservation Areas
are dealt with each year; most minor works are handled directly by the
Connexional Conservation Officer. Both the Committee and the Connexional
Conservation Officer ensure a balanced approach is taken to protect the special
interest of our historic buildings whilst ensuring the continuation of the Church's
mission. Indeed, our historic buildings play an important part as tools for mission,
and we are very keen to be involved with such projects.

If you would like to know more about the work of the Committee or the
Connexional Conservation Officer then please do get in contact or look at our
pages on the website for further information.

Upcoming Listed Building Advisory Committee (LBAC) Meeting

Dates:
e 21st April 2026 - Deadline for submissions is 31st March 2026
e 14th July 2026 - Deadline for submissions is 23rd June 2026
o 20th October 2026 - Deadline for submissions is 29th September 2026

Property Matters is a monthly newsletter focused on giving updates on
property related guidance and legal updates as well as providing information
and links to related subjects. To view the most current content, please refer
to the Property pages on the Methodist Church website. We cannot know
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about everything that’s going on, so please do email us if you have any
feedback or ideas for items to include.

Methodist Church House, 25 Tavistock Place Road, London, WC1H 9SF 020 7486 5502
methodist.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1132208
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