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ORDER PAPER 
Thursday 25 June 2026 

PRESBYTERAL SESSION 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

14:15 Holy Communion  

 

15:30 Tea Break 

 

16:00 Preliminary business and administration 

 

Membership of the Conference (Agenda pages 718-728 and Order Paper 

pages 2-3) 

 

 Letters of greeting to presbyters with more than 70 years’ service: 

The Revd Neville Ashton (1956) 

The Revd Howard R Bowes (1955) 

The Revd W Graeme Butler (1954) 

The Revd Kenneth Cupit (1954) 

The Revd Roger C Driver (1956) 

The Revd John M Edwards (1955) 

The Revd T Aneurin Evans (1955) 

The Revd Douglas J Ford (1956) 

The Revd Harry W Gillespie (1949) 

The Revd Ronald W C Hoar (1955) 

The Revd Ivan R Homer (1954) 

The Revd W Colin W Lake (1956) 

The Revd H Gordon Lemmon (1956) 

The Revd Leslie J Marsh (1956) 

The Revd John L Mitchell (1952) 

The Revd Dr Albert W Mosley (1948) 

The Revd C Irving Penberthy (1955) 

The Revd Henry D Rack (1956) 

The Revd Peter A Reasbeck (1956) 

The Revd Eric J Renouf (1954) 

The Revd J Stuart Rhodes (1956) 

The Revd John E Stanfield (1948) 

The Revd R G Gregory Stevenson (1955) 

The Revd Alan M Thompson (1954) 

The Revd Dr John J Vincent (1953) 

 

 Hours of session: Thursday: 14:15-15:30; 16:00-18:30; Friday: 09:15-10:45; 

11:15-12:15; 12:30-13:00; 14:15-16:15; 16:45-18:30. 

  

  

The Methodist Conference 

2026 



2 

Appointment of Scrutineers 

   The Revd Peter Rayson (Chief Scrutineer) 

   The Revd Jason McMahon-Riley 

The Revd Thomas J Osborne 

The Revd Janet Park 

The Revd Cliff Shanganya 

The Revd Zena Smith 

   The Revd Rebekah Stennett 

  

 Appointment of Attestors of the written portion of the Daily Record 

   The Revd Julia Reid  

   The Revd Cleopas Sibanda      

 

 Membership of the Presbyteral Session Business Committee 

 

 Agenda Item 4: Report of the Presbyteral Session Business Committee (pages 

65-66) 

 Resolution 4/1 (page 66) 

  

 Agenda Item 5: Conference Arrangements (pages 67-69) 

 Resolutions 5/3, 5/4 (page 68), 5/5 and 5/6 (page 69) 

   

 Draft of Stations 

 

 Presentation of the text of the obituaries 

  

 Method of dealing with Memorials and Notices of Motion 

 
16:30  The Ultimate Desire of Jesus: John 17 as a Prayer for our Churches and our 

Times  
 Led by Professor David Ford 
 

18:15 Evening prayer 

 

18:30 Adjourn 

 

AMENDMENTS AND CORRECTIONS TO THE CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE PRESBYTERAL SESSION (Pages 718-728) 

 

West Midlands 

91 The Revd Juliet Kisob vice The Revd Joanna Thornton 

 

Yorkshire West 

162 The Revd Christopher Holmes vice The Revd Tanya M Short 

 

Overseas 

Bishop Silvio Cevallos is unable to attend. 
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PRESBYTERS ATTENDING THE PRESBYTERAL SESSION UNDER THEIR OWN 
ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Delete: 
The Revd Gillian H Hulme 
The Revd Julia I Reid 
The Revd Kim Shorley 
 
Add:  
The Revd Jemima E Strain 

 

 ADDITIONAL OBITUARIES 
 

The Conference is asked to accept these additional obituaries. If, when necessary 

checks are carried out, changes need to be made prior to publication in the Minutes of 

the Conference, the Conference gives permission for such changes to be made. 

 

Colin Hough: Born in Stoke-on-Trent on 27 March 1934, the middle of three children of 

William and Jessie Hough. After his father died in a mining rescue attempt, Colin grew up 

with his brother Gordon and sister Gwen and was educated at Milton School and Hanley 

High School. Following several early jobs and two years  National Service in the RAF, he 

sensed a call to ministry through Youth for Christ and entered training for the Methodist 

ministry. He studied at Hartley Victoria College, Manchester, gained a London BD, and 

married Barbara in 1958. After his first appointment in Kimberley, Nottinghamshire, he 

was ordained in 1960 and served in British Guiana during a time of political unrest, 

working with others for peace. Returning to Britain, he served the Gainsborough Circuit 

(including chaplaincy at Gringley-on-the-Hill Borstal) and as District Overseas Missions 

Secretary. The couple raised three daughters, Susan, Carolyn and Gillian, and also knew 

the grief of losing a baby, Noelle, born prematurely. In 1970 Colin moved to Guernsey and 

Alderney, where he served for 28 years of ministry. He combined pastoral leadership with 

education and community work, teaching, lecturing at the new FE college, contributing to 

the educational ship SS Uganda, and serving as Channel Islands Branch Secretary of the 

United Nations Association. He served in Jersey at St Brelade, working ecumenically and 

helping develop church life at St Aubin and the Communicare Centre. He also sustained a 

practical commitment to overseas mission, supporting aid work and leading teams in 

Kenya and, in 1986, at a leprosy hospital in Tanzania, later encouraging projects in 

Zimbabwe and South Africa. Colin served two terms as President of the Jersey Council of 

Churches and in 1990 became Chair of the Channel Islands District. Sabbaticals and 

study, including in Jerusalem, enriched his later pilgrimages, and he enjoyed travel and 

outdoor life. After retirement he lived in Oxfordshire and then Diss, serving as interim 

minister at Diss United Reformed Church from 2002 for three years until sadly 

oesophageal cancer curtailed his work.  Following treatment he continued to support a 

closer relationship between the Methodist and URC congregations. Colin and Barbara 

celebrated their Diamond Wedding in 2018 and Barbara died later that year. Colin died 

on 14 March 2026 at Walcot Hall, in the ninety-first year of his life and the sixty-sixth year 

of his presbyteral ministry. 

 

Doreen Margaret Sparey-Delacassa: Born on 13 January 1947 in Portsmouth, to Peter 

and Margaret Boosey, becoming an older sister to Gwen. After time in Hertfordshire and 

Oxford, they returned to Portsmouth, where Doreen came to Christian faith which shaped 

her whole life and how she treated people. Doreen trained as a teacher at Rolle College 
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in Exmouth. Her care and dedication were obvious, especially valuing work with children 

who would today be described as having complex SEND needs. Soon, Doreen met Roger 

Sparey and liked to say, when she opened the door to him, her eyes went heart-shaped. 

Six weeks later they were unofficially engaged, and married on Holy Saturday, 10 April, 

1971 and honeymooned in Bavaria. Their children Charles, Rebecca, Naomi and Richard 

arrived amidst moves around the country following Roger’s career in the Royal Corps of 

Naval Constructors. Eventually they settled in Millbrook, Cornwall, where Roger died of 

cancer. Doreen, raising four children under eleven on her own, was steady, loving, and 

completely committed to them. Life was a hectic round of church, folk music and country 

dance activities, Spring Harvest, mission trips, worship bands, evangelism events. 

Doreen heard her call to presbyteral ministry as a teenager but could only explore it once 

the children had gone to university. Doreen trained at Wesley College, Bristol, served in 

the Bristol and South Gloucestershire circuit at Brentry when she married Mike 

Delacassa. She served as a probationer in the West Devon Circuit which involved 

supporting the community through the Foot and Mouth outbreak. Sadly, towards the end 

of her time there, Mike passed away. Doreen then served as Cornwall Methodist District 

Evangelism Enabler, then as Superintendent of Camelford and Week St. Mary Circuit, 

revelling living in Canworthy Water. From childhood, Doreen wanted to be a pirate and, 

alongside introducing people to Jesus, an engaging maverick streak was characteristic of 

her ministry! Reluctantly becoming a supernumerary in 2019, retirement did not suit her. 

A keen reader, Doreen volunteered in Launceston Christian Bookshop, energetically 

ministered in two churches, showed visitors round Wesley Cottage, Trewint, and shared in 

Open the Book schools’ work. Doreen died on 6 March 2026 in the seventy-ninth year of 

her age and the twenty-sixth year of her presbyteral ministry. 

 

 

RESIGNATIONS ACCEPTED BY THE PRESIDENT DURING THE YEAR 

 

Jason Cooke   no status 

Rosemary E Coles  no status 

Russell G Herbert  no status 

David G Palmer  no status 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

There will be a service of Holy Communion in Newport 1 at 8:30am on Friday morning.  

 

 

John 17 

17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 

him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And 

this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 

before the world existed. 

6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
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everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have 

given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 

behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 

yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And 

now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 

me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so 

that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 

things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14 I have 

given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of the 

world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world, 

just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As 

you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their 

sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

20 “I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory 

that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in 

them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know 

that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I 

desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 

glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you, and these know that 

you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that 

the love with which you have loved me may be in them and I in them.” 

 


