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Welcome to this Month's edition of Property Matters
For the latest property guidance, please refer to the Property pages.
Meet the Property Support Team

Meet the Team Profile Series

Meet our Conservation Officer - Joanne Balmforth

1. Can you share a bit about your
background?

I've been working in Historic Building
Conservation for over 20 years, having been
employed at English Heritage, a Local Planning
Authority and for the past 12 years at the
Methodist Church. | work alongside the property
team ensuring that the Church complies with its
legal responsibilities under the Ecclesiastical
Exemption, which governs the considered
adaptation of listed churches and those in
conservation areas.

Whilst these are the heritage buildings | work with predominately, | am also called
upon to give support to Districts, Circuits and local churches on all matters relating
to the Historic Built Environment. | studied History at degree level and qualified
with a MSc in Architectural Conservation some time ago. | am a full member of the
Institute of Historic Building Conservation and enjoy seeing our older church
buildings regenerate and continue in the original purpose they were designed to
perform, as important Places of Worship.
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2. When did you join the Team? What is your role within the Connexional
Team and what are you most excited about in your role?

Quite some time ago! My role is often to provide support and advice to those local
churches embarking on a project which may impact a designated or non-
designated heritage asset. Principally those which are listed, in Conservation
Areas, in World Heritage Sites or on Scheduled Ancient Monuments. They may
also be locally listed and important to local communities largely because of their
heritage. It is my job to help sustain them, to identify possible partnerships and
opportunities and to preserve or enhance the special interest of their buildings. |
also try and help churches close well, but | do find the closure of significant
buildings quite upsetting, albeit | always appreciate that these decisions are not
taken lightly. | enjoy seeing churches grow and thrive, but | enjoy more explaining
the significance of our buildings to those who don’t consider them to be special,
and to see how our Methodist ancestors shaped their buildings — each example
being relatively unique.

3. What’s the most unusual job/most interesting project you’ve ever worked
on?

Working on the unfortunate collapse of one of our historic buildings. Whilst this was
an incredibly sad, complex and unfortunate incident | learnt a lot and made some
good friends as a consequence. The church is really good at working together
when it needs to! But | have worked with all kinds of buildings in my career, from
the conservation of Hadrian’s Wall, Carlisle Castle, multi- storey Woollen Mills,
Field Barns, Weavers’ Cottages and many more. | have even helped create a fish
pass beneath a Grade Il listed bridge and | often find myself up scaffolding
inspecting roofs and spires, whilst trying to hold on for dear life!

4. If you could have any superpower what would it be and why?

To bend space and time and go back to meet some of those who built our
churches and chapels, to understand what was significant to them, and to
understand how we should consider this intention in the conservation of our
remaining buildings.

5. What’s your most favourite way to unwind after a busy day at work?

| have a stack of books that are desperate for my attention! But | mostly enjoy
spending time with my family and trying to understand the complex language of
Gen Z, in the hope that | can one day converse with my teenage daughter without
the usual shrugs and grunts!



Click here to contact Joanne for all matters concerning Conservation and Listed
Buildings.

An Interesting Read

Seemingly Simple...

Our historic church buildings are often
considered to be of less interest than their
Anglican counterparts, or are workaday and
utilitarian, and therefore not of national
significance. Actually, the contrary is true.
That is what Joanne (our Connexional
Conservation Officer) uses this short, but
interesting article as an opportunity to
demonstrate this.

Click here to read the entire article.

Inspiration from Cornwall

Wadebridge Methodist Church —a New Life!
Contractors are making good progress
demolishing Wadebridge Methodist Church in
Cornwall. It is usually a sad thing to see a chapel
being knocked down, but not this time!

A new build church is taking its place (on the
exact same spot), which will provide a modern
accessible worship and community hub.

The build has at its heart the local Methodists commitment to using innovative
construction methods to achieve the highest environmental standards they can.
The project is also being delivered using predominately local trades and materials.

The Benefact Trust has helped make this build possible. Find out more about
Benefact Trust grants here Methodist Grants | Funding for Church and Community
Projects. If you are thinking about a major project, please get in touch to arrange a
call with one of our property support development managers.
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Action For Hope
Corner

Welcome to the Action for Hope Corner; the section of the Property Matters all
about creation care.

Upcoming Events
In last month’s edition we mentioned Churches Count on Nature, coming up on 7-
15 June. There’s still time to register your event- you can find out more

and register here.

The same week is also Great Big Green Week, all about community action to
tackle climate change and protect nature. Businesses, schools, churches and other
faith buildings can all get involved- you might want to combine an event with
Churches Count on Nature. You can find out more here.

The third upcoming event is the next Eco Community Network meeting on 21 May,
7-9pm. The Network brings people together from across the Connexion to learn
and share stories, inspiring and equipping members for their individual and
community creation care work. The focus for 21 May is “Greening our Spaces:
from window boxes to community gardens”. There’s more information and the link

to reqister here.

Net Zero Resources

Over the last couple of months, guidance on fundraising for net zero and energy
audits has gone live.

The Net Zero Checklists for Churches and Manses have also been updated- you
can download them from this page. I'm going to be developing guidance sheets on
different net zero technologies next and would love to link these across to case
studies of churches where those technologies are in action. If you have solar
panels, an all LED lighting system, improved insulation, electric car charging,
improved glazing, an electric heating system or any other net zero install!

Please do get in touch. Remember too that | am here to support churches, so if
you’re considering a net zero project and want some support, please get in touch.
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Have You Registered?

Wholehearted Monthly
Hosted by The Methodist Church in
Britain and open to all.
Join the Property Team after the main

session in our breakout room -

A Space(ious) Place for an open Wh0|ehearted

conversation with a special invited month|y
guest.

Topic - A New Vision - Restructuring and Repurposing our Buildings
Date: Tuesday 13th May 2025

Time: 7pm — 9pm

Venue: Online

Click here to register your attendance

The Big Update - are you attending? Historic Religious
Are you concerned about (or interested in) the Bu ||d | ngs A| | ia nce
future of historic churches and other religious a group within the Heritage Alliance

buildings - either a particular building or more
generally - then you'll almost certainly enjoy this
event.

For ticket prices, list of speakers, other important information about the event and
to secure your ticket, please click here

Important Reminders

The 2025 Annual Data Protection Checklist
Just a gentle reminder that the 2025 Annual
Data Protection Checklist needs to be
submitted to the Districts by the 31st of May
2025. Click here to read the complete notification
and to access the step-by-step guidance note on
how to complete the checklist.
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Beware of Fraudulent Letters from Scammers
Scammer are sending out fraudulent letters
impersonating the Charity Commission. The
Legal and Constitutional Practice Team (LCP
Team) wish to highlight the warning published by
the Commission about fraudulent letters sent out
on its behalf.

Click here to read the entire update from TMCP

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme

LPWG e
The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme Department
— . for Culture,
application portal is now open. Media & Sport

For the new Q&A application guidance and the
application form click here

Events, Funding, Training & Updates

Property Stewards' Handbook - Updated
The Property Steward’s Handbook has
been updated and a 2025 edition is now
available to download on the Methodist The
Church Website. Property Stewards’
Handbook

This was a minor revision of the handbook.
There are plans for further updates to the
handbook later in Autumn of this year when
the other Methodist Handbooks are also
revised.

Click here to access and download the PDF
version of the handbook
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Circuit Stewards' Online Training Course ci rcu it

Join the Circuits Stewards’ training course for

new and existing stewards on the MCBX Stewa rd S
learning platform. It is a course rooted in gg:‘n“':"‘l'n"l't‘;'of bl
mission and vocation that will enable you to

discover more about your role and

responsibilities.

The Methodist Church
carning Networ

It includes helpful resources and will take between 3 and 6 hours to complete.

For more information about this training and how to register, click here
**Please note that whilst the course launch date is May 2024, it can be accessed and
started at any time**

Annual John Wesley Lecture 2025

The John Wesley Lecture takes place every May
and its jointly organised by Lincoln College;
University of Oxford; Wesley Memorial Church,
Oxford; and the Westminster Oxford Research
Network. This year’s topic is ‘John Wesley and
the Architecture of Early Methodist’ and the
lecture will be delivered by Dr Mark Kirby (Child-
Shuffrey Research Fellow in Architectural
History, Lincoln College, Oxford).

Date: Thursday 22nd May 2025

Time: 5pm

Venue: Lincoln College

For information and to register your attendance, click here

Methodist Insurance E-news oY

(Sponsored Content) METHODIST " INSURANCE
This month’s E-news covers how to

safely charge electric bikes to avoid

causing damage to your home, a list of
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funders an Inspirational story from the
Benefact Trust Methodist Grants
Programme and information on how to
apply for this grant.

Click here for the full e-news

Changes to the Small Grants Application
Process

The small grant from the National Churches
Trust, has now been combined with the
Medium Grants Programme.

These grants can fund urgent maintenance
works and small repairs that have been
identified as high priority within a recent
Quinqguennial Inspection, Building Survey or
Condition Report, as well as small
investigative works and surveys.

Click here for more information and to apply.

Resilient and Sustainable Church
Buildings: Meet the Funder, Lancashire

National Churches Trust: Cherish Project is
holding a training day to meet major church
funders. This event is open to all churches,
chapels and meeting houses of all

denominations.

The whole day is free of charge and is
provided as part of the Cherish project..
For more information and to register, click
here

NATIONAL

CHURCHES
TRUST

NATIONAL

CHURCHES
TRUST
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Listed Building Advisory Committee (LBAC)

Meeting Dates:
e 15 July 2025 - Deadline for paper is 24 June 2025
e 14 October 2025 - Deadline for paper is 23rd September 2025
e 20 January 2026 - Deadline for paper is 20th January 2026

Property Matters is a monthly newsletter focused on giving updates on
property related guidance and legal updates as well as providing information
and links to related subjects. To view the most current content, please refer
to the Property pages on the Methodist Church website. We cannot know
about everything that’s going on, so please do email us if you have any
feedback or ideas for items to include.

Methodist Church House, 25 Tavistock Place Road, London, WC1H 9SF 020 7486 5502
methodist.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1132208
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Click here for a PDF version
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