
 

Martyn’s Law Guidance 

 

Introduction  

 

The Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025, also known as Martyn’s Law, is 

intended to improve security and preparedness across the UK by requiring those 

responsible for certain buildings to be prepared and to consider how they would 

respond to a terrorist incident. Martyn’s Law received Royal Assent on 3 April, 2025 

and there will be an implementation period of at least two years before the law 

comes into force.  

  

This short guidance note outlines the duties for managing trustees under this act so 

they can prepare for these changes and requirements. There is nothing to be done 

immediately. The Connexional Team and TMCP are actively monitoring the guidance 

the Government releases about Martyn’s Law and further information will be shared 

with the Methodist Connexion.  

 

Overview  

  

Martyn's Law establishes a tiered approach for public buildings, which for the 

purposes of the law, are defined as “premises”. If a building qualifies as a premises, 

the tier it falls into is linked to the number of individuals it is reasonable to expect may 

be present “from time to time” at the same time at the premises. The legislation will 

apply across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.   

  

Premises which have maximum attendance of under 200 people are not affected by 

the Act, although they may qualify as premises due to their use.  

 

Standard Duty Premises: it is reasonable to expect attendance of 200–799 

people at times 

 

Enhanced Duty Premises: it is reasonable to expect attendance of 800 or 

more people at times 

  

The phrase “from time to time” reflects that many types of buildings have fluctuations 

in the number of people that they host. The thresholds may be met only on certain 

nights of the week, or at certain times of the year, but can overall be considered to be 

met ‘from time to time’. Where that is the case, and similar attendance can be 

expected in the future, the building will qualify as premises into one of the two tiers. 

‘Time to time’ does not refer to an average attendance, for example over a day or a 

week. It also does not refer to a building that unexpectedly hits the threshold as a 

one-off and it is not expected to do so again. 
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Premises that satisfy the following four criteria fall within scope of the Act:  

 

1. “There is at least one building (or the premises are in a building).” 

 

2. “The premises are wholly or mainly used for one or more of the uses specified at 

Schedule 1 to the Act, eg a restaurant or a shop” 

 Methodist churches and chapels will qualify as places of worship. Buildings 

that qualify for Martyn’s Law are used for different purposes such as shops, 

primary and secondary education, libraries and museums, and places of 

worship.  

 

3. “It is reasonable to expect that at least 200 individuals may be present at least 

occasionally;”  

 

 Two-hundred or more individuals (including staff) must be reasonably 

expected to be present from time to time in a Methodist church or building for 

it to be in the scope of Martyn’s Law. Where a Methodist building has multiple 

uses, it will fall within the scope of Martyn's Law because it is primarily used 

as a place of worship.  

 

4. “The premises are not excluded under Schedule 2 to the Act”  

 

 Some public buildings are specifically mentioned as not being included in 

Martyn’s Law. Methodist churches are not excluded because they qualify as 

places of worship. 

 

For standard duty premises, the focus is on planning and training and not on 

purchasing expensive equipment. The requirements for these smaller buildings are 

focused on activities that are expected to be simple and low cost. There is no 

requirement to put in place physical measures for smaller buildings. The aim of these 

requirements in the Martyn’s Law guidance is to improve staff preparedness and 

responses. 

 

Enhanced Duty Premises 

 

“If 800 or more individuals may be expected, the premises will be an enhanced 

duty premises unless the Act says otherwise.” 

 

 For public buildings that have 800 or more individuals in them from time to 

time, further public protection procedures will be required. Most Methodist 

churches will not fall within this category of buildings for Martyn’s Law. Further 

guidance will be issued as necessary in due course. 
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Resources 

 

There are Home Office factsheets which provide the full details of the new law and 

additional examples of how to assess the reasonable expectation of the number of 

individuals present.  

 

1. Martyn’s Law Factsheet – Home Office Blog 

homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2025/04/03/martyns-law-factsheet  

 

2.  Martyn’s Law Factsheets – Home Office (in English and Welsh)  

gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-

factsheets  

 

3.  Protect UK   

protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law 

https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2025/04/03/martyns-law-factsheet/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-factsheets
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-factsheets
https://www.protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law

