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Living Justly Videos - Extended Questions
Film 1 — Introduction

e The different speakers describe justice-seeking for them. How would you
describe it?

e Hannah says justice-seeking is a feeling of “uncomfortableness”. How would
you talk about the feeling of seeking justice — and why? Where is God in this
for you?tly

e Mark says, “Justice seeking for me is becoming aware of injustice, but also
then seeking help to work out what | can do to bring it to an end.” How have
you become aware of something that is unjust — and how have you tried to
bring it to an end?

e Kathy says, “Justice seeking is about longing and working for that restoration
of God’s Kingdom where people are in right relationship with each other and
the world that God’s made.” What does it look like when people are in right
relationship with others and the world?

e Where in the Bible do you see God acting justly? What attributes of God’s
character does this reveal to you?

e How do you demonstrate a commitment to justice seeking in your own faith
and calling?

e Future films will look at the different Principles for Justice in depth, but hearing
people talk a about them now, were there any words which resonated with
your own understanding or experience of God'’s justice — and why?

Film 2 — on Principle 1

God made humans in the image of God, each worthy of equal value and
dignity. The search for justice entails treating others with respect, and may
involve reclaiming lost worth.

e Kathy and Nick talked about how if humanity is made in the image of God,
then God is as diverse and different as humanity. What images, pictures or
stories have you come across that help you to understand this?

e Jongi shared one of his favourite phrases: “all people matter to God and
therefore all people should matter to us”. How does this challenge you? How
does it inspire you?

e Juan talked about finding a “little spark of God’s image in people’s lives” as a
place to begin change. When have you noticed a little spark of God’s impact
in a difficult situation? How did it affect you, and what did it lead to?
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Nick talked from his own experience of realising that if he was made in God’s
image as a Deaf person, then this might mean God is Deaf too. How did this
idea challenge you? How did it inspire you?

e Jongi talks about his experience of sitting across from one of the people who
imprisoned him for political action, and forgiving them. He explored the
challenge of forgoing some of our own identity in order to allow someone else
to reclaim their lost worth. What challenges you about this idea? Where do
you see hope in Jongi’s story?

e Kathy talks about finding our value in the eternal nature of God, rather than
transient values or ideas that can change and shift. Are there any stories or
themes from the Bible that help you put this idea into practice?

e Hannah talked about the importance of taking action to reclaim lost worth, and
to demonstrate the value of someone or something in creation. What action
could you take, in your own life or in your community, to begin to reclaim lost
worth?

Film 3 —on Principle 2

God desires the flourishing of creation and human community within it. The
search for justice does not diminish or limit the flourishing of others but seeks
to enable it.

e Mark uses the image of watering a seed which has been planted in dry earth
to explore the idea that injustice can often stop people’s potential from
flourishing. Where do you see potential in your life or community that is being
held back by injustice? What might watering the seed to enable flourishing
look like in this context?

e Juan talks about standing in resistance to injustice and violence in order to
remember that another way is possible. What stories or themes in the Bible
remind you of this idea?

e Hannah talks about the principle of Ubuntu — “| am because you are”. How
does this phrase challenge you? How does it inspire you?

e Mark and Kathy talk about the recognition that sometimes our own action
overshadows others. Where do you notice that your action, or even the action
of a group of people in your church or community, might overshadow others,
or even diminish others in the words of the Principle? What might be the next
step in recognising and changing this?

¢ Hannah talks about the Magpie River in Quebec being awarded rights to
protect its status and importance in the community. How could you listen to
the voice of creation in your decision-making, in your own life or in your
church?
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e Inderijit talks about Holy Communion as a revelation of the world as it is meant
to be. What aspects of communion give you a glimpse into a better world?
How might we carry them into the rest of our lives?

Film 4 — on principle 3

God consistently shows a bias to people experiencing poverty and those who
are excluded.

The search for justice must attend to those who live in poverty, and those who
are marginalised in other ways, as a priority.

o Kerry talks about the challenge of presuming that poverty is “out there” rather
than within our own community’s experience. What have been your own
experiences of poverty? Do you feel close to or distant from understanding
poverty?

¢ Inderijit talks about scripture showing us that God gives priority (or bias, in the
words of the Principle) to people who are excluded. What stories or passages
in the Bible help you to understand this?

e Inderijit talks about Jesus saying “the poor you will always have with you”.
How does this idea challenge or help you?

e Juan talks about how Jesus imparts dignity to Lazarus, in the Bible story of
Lazarus and the rich man. What situations in your own life or community can
you identify where dignity could be affirmed, restored or reclaimed in the life of
people experiencing poverty?

o Kerry talked about actions that might be “silencing” of people who are
experiencing poverty. Do you notice any ways this is happening in your
church or community? What steps could you take to change this?

e How does this Principle for Justice, and the phrase “nothing about us, without
us, is for us” challenge you to act?

Film 5 —on principle 4

God entrusts those in power with a special responsibility for upholding justice.
Those seeking justice will encourage and challenge those with power to fulfil
their vocation.

e Juan says “we all have power.” What power do you have and how do you use
it?

e What can we learn from Jesus about using power well and imitate that in our
lives?
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Juan mentions Archbishop Oscar Romero as an example of someone using
power in a godly way. What do you know about Romero? Who do you respect
and what to emulate in exercising power?

e Kerry suggests that people of faith often prefer the language of service to that
of power. How do you feel about these two terms and what dangers might
there be in not acknowledging the power we have?

e Where in your church do you have resources or relational power that could be
used to further justice in your locality?

e Kathy talks about her reservations about food banks. How can the activities

you engage in as a church provide choice and promote dignity to those who

attend and patrticipate?

Film 6 — on principle 5

God calls all people and nations actively to work for peace and justice,
liberation and transformation. It is never just someone else’s responsibility.
We all have a part to play.

e Juan says “we will not experience peace until we experience justice”. Can you
think of situations in the world where peace needs or needed justice to be
done and to be seen to be done?

e How is the Church in El Salvador breaking cycles of violence and what can
we learn from their example?

o Kerry talks about her experiences in Northern Ireland. How can bringing
opposing sides together and listening to one another be significant in peace-
making?

e Inderjit says that making peace is “more difficult than making war.” What
Bible stories or passages help you to be a peace-maker? What active steps
for peace can you take in your life and community?

e Kerry, Jongi, Nick and Inderjit all reflect on how they try to avoid being
overwhelmed by the amount of injustice there is in the world. What do you try
to do?

¢ Nick challenges us to ask what gifts and skills we have that can be used by
God to work bring about justice. What might yours be?
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Film 7 — on principle 6

God calls us to live in hope and in ways that reflect God’s character and the
pattern of God’s kingdom. Thus, seeking justice involves honesty and truth,
and may demand protest and resistance, restitution, forgiveness,
reconciliation and ultimately transformation.

e Hannah encourages us to look for glimpses of God’s goodness in the world.
Where are you noticing signs of God’s hope today?

e When previously has God shown faithfulness and held you, as Jongi
suggests? Can this past experience of faith help you find hope?

e What would it mean in your church to remove the physical barriers, and those
in people’s minds, that currently keep certain sections of the community out?

e Which image of God’s Kingdom resonates with you most? Why is this?

e Kerry talks about decolonising our ideas about God and God'’s Kingdom.
What challenges or hope does this present you with?

e Jongi says, “God is working in you to put something right.” What might this be
at the present time?



