Since the terrible events of 7th October 2023 the land has continued to
see tragedy following tragedy. It is still not possible to have any
confidence that there will be peace in January 2026. However, with one
of the leaders of this group having visited twice since 2023 and the

presence of the Methodist Liaison Office in Jerusalem we are hopeful that

a safe trip will be possible. Due to the security situation we do require
that people are mobile and fit enough to relocate rapidly in an
emergency situation.

The trip may be subject to cancellation (even up to the last minute)
depending on the political/security situation. Therefore, we strongly
advise participants to bear potential cancellation in mind when it comes
to insurance and flights.

The Methodist Church cannot be liable for any monies lost as a result of
cancellation.

Living Christianity
in the Holy Land

A visit to the land of Jesus in 2026

January 215t — February 3™
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The Dome on the Rock, Jerusalem.

Photo: John Howard

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Jerusalem. Photo: John Howard
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This is not a traditional pilgrimage to the Holy Land. We
do visit many of the holy sites but the emphasis is more
upon the people of the land called Holy (often called the
living stones) rather than the buildings.

While the primary focus is upon the Christians of the land
we will also meet and hear from Jews and Muslims.

The dates have been chosen in order that we can share in
some of the events of the "Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity’ in Jerusalem.

Banksy Graffiti, Bethlehem. Photo: John Howard

We will be based in two centres, Bethlehem and Tiberias.

The visit is suitable for people who have never visited the
Holy Land before and for those who have been before but
would like to go deeper into the issues of the land.

We expect all participants to commit to joining in the
whole itinerary, visits, religious services and reflection
times etc.

As well as being an educational and religious experience
the visit will also seek to act as an encouragement to
peace activists as an act of solidarity.

Accommodation: We plan to stay in two guest houses,
one to be confirmed in Bethlehem and Casanova in
Tiberias.

Travel: On the basis of past experience we are going to
suggest that participants book their own flights from two
recommended flights from Gatwick and Luton to Tel Aviv.

For further information:
Please contact Revd. John Howard
john_d_howard@hotmail.com

Some bursaries, for qualifying persons, are available
through the Global Relationships Office (see application
form) participants are also encouraged to contact their
Circuits or Districts to enquire about available grants.

Applications will be considered on a rolling basis,
although numbers will be limited and we cannot
guarantee every one a place on the visit but we will
operate a reserve list.

Last date for applications: 31° October 2025



