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Jubilee Prayers for People and Planet1
 

 
 
An opening hymn may be included here. 
 

Call to worship 
 
Today we come before God, our Creator, with a thankful heart, 
remembering how great God’s deeds are for God’s creation. 
Come, people of God, gather with joy! 
For this is the year of the Lord’s favour. 
 
This is the time of God's mercy. 
We come to celebrate release and renewal, 
to proclaim good news for all creatures. 

  
The Lord has broken every chain. 
What was lost is being restored; 
what was burdened is being lifted. 
 
Let the trumpets sound! 
Let the Earth rejoice and creation sing! 
We come to worship the God of Jubilee— 
our Redeemer, our Restorer, our Joy. 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!  
Amen. 

(Adapted from Living the Jubilee Spirit - A GEM School Project Proposal, 
               De Jesus and Setyoputri, 2025) 

 
A hymn may be included here. 
 

Facts on the debt and climate crises  
 
On debt and poverty: 

“We work hard, but our labour enriches the wealthy 1%. We are tired of 
being resilient, of being asked to be resilient while those who profit from 
our poverty live in excess. We, the 99%, are tired of the exploitation of the 
false promises of loans that benefit a few while we pay sometimes with our 
very lives. 
 
Our countries borrow to meet our basic human needs yet we continue to 
live in poverty.  The debt burden is crushing us, our communities, our 
dreams. The indebtedness is overwhelming, but who really owes who?” 

 
1 The prayers were prepared on the occasion of the 30th Conference of the Parties of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change held in Belem and the Group of Twenty 
Leaders’ Summit held in Johannesburg in November 2025.  
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Twenty-five developing economies, the highest number since 2000, spent over 
20% of their government revenues in 2022 on total external debt servicing. The 
average low-income country spends more than 2 times more on interest payments 
than on social protection. Due to economic shocks, including the COVID 19 
pandemic, an estimated 165 million people fell into poverty (using the US$3.65-a-
day poverty line) between 2020 and 2023 – the entirety of those living in low- and 
lower-middle-income economies. 

(Adapted from The Human Cost of Inaction: Poverty, Social Protection and Debt Servicing,        

2020–2023, UNDP, 2023) 

 
On debt and climate: 

“Our debt burdens continue to rise. And the planet is warming. Typhoons, 
famine, floods, tornados, and droughts strike our lands. Our lives and our 
planet are in peril. Our homes, our lands, our livelihoods are at risk every 
day.  Green colonialism is on the rise. Just transition is needed now. But the 
wealthy 1%, who are responsible for the vast majority of greenhouse gas 
emissions, want the 99% to carry the burden. It is always mitigation and 
adaptation from us. Never an end to pollution, extraction and exploitation 
from them.” 

 
Many global south countries are trapped repaying vast sums to their creditors 
every year, hampering their ability to respond to the rising impacts and costs of 
the climate emergency. At the same time, extreme climate events entail recurring 
rebuilding and reconstruction, forcing indebted countries deeper into debt, 
keeping many locked in extractive production as the main source of income to 
guarantee debt service payment, and creating a vicious cycle of dependency. 
Climate finance itself continues to push vulnerable countries into debt as nearly 
70% is provided as loans.  
 
Countries which have done the least to create the climate crisis are paying the 
highest price. Without finance for addressing climate-related loss and damage, 
and sufficient finance for adaptation, Sub-Saharan African countries will have to 
take on an additional US$996 billion in debt over the next 10 years – a 50% 
increase on current debt levels as a percentage of GDP. 

(Adapted from The debt and climate crises: Why climate justice must include debt justice?, 
Woolfenden and Khushal,  2023)  

 
On debt and essential public services: 

“What used to be public is now private: hospitals, schools, roads. What 
used to belong to all – land and water – now belongs to the few.  Mothers 
die giving birth; essential medicines, vaccines, treatments are the reserve of 
those who can afford; health workers are poorly paid and lack the tools to 
treat the sick; and many communities do not have health facilities or 
services.  
 
Access to safe water is a faraway dream. Water borne diseases – cholera, 
dysentery, bilharzia, diarrhoea – are an everyday enemy that threatens our 
very survival. Water is life, but every sip for many is a dance with death. 
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Quality education has become the privilege of a few who can afford the 
expensive fees. Our schools are rundown and, in some communities, non-
existent. Children learn under trees. Many of them go to school hungry and 
feeding programs are inadequate or don’t even exist. Teachers are poorly 
paid and often go without pay. Learning materials are a dream. The 
education systems are broken.”  

 
According to a 2025 study, 11 lower-income countries that have been refused the 
opportunity to seek debt relief by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have 
instead cut health and education spending. Health spending has been cut by 18% 
in countries where the IMF is requiring large-scale austerity. Education spending 
has been cut by 16%. Overall public spending per person has been cut by 10%. 

(Adapted from The real debt crisis: The deadly combination of IMF austerity                                      
and paying debt, Debt Justice, 2025) 

 
Prayer of confession 
 
Let us come before God with open hearts, 
trusting in His mercy that sets us free. 
In this year of Jubilee, we confess our need for God’s grace. 
 
Merciful God, 
You call us to freedom,  
but we cling to what enslaves us. 
You offer restoration,  
but we hold on to brokenness. 
You proclaim good news to the poor, 
but we have ignored the cries of those in need  
and the groaning of creation. 
Forgive us, Lord, 
for the ways we have resisted Your renewal. 
Set us free from guilt, fear, and pride. 
Teach us to live as people of Jubilee —  
grateful, generous, and just. 
Renew in us the joy of salvation, 
that we may walk in your ways 
and proclaim your freedom to the world. 
In the Lord’s name we pray,  
Amen. 

(Adapted from Living the Jubilee Spirit, De Jesus and Setyoputri, 2025) 

 

Assurance of pardon 
 
Hear the good news!               
The chains are broken. 
The debts are forgiven. 
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The lands are restored. 
This is the year of the Lord’s favour! 
  
Thanks be to God! 
We are forgiven — 
welcomed, renewed, and set free  
to live in divine grace. 
Amen! 

(Adapted from Living the Jubilee Spirit, De Jesus and Setyoputri, 2025) 

 
A hymn may be included here. 
 

Scripture readings 
 
Leviticus 25: 25-55 (NIV) 
“The Sabbath Year 
25 The LORD said to Moses at Mount Sinai, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to 
them: ‘When you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must 
observe a sabbath to the LORD. 3 For six years sow your fields, and for six years 
prune your vineyards and gather their crops. 4 But in the seventh year the land is 
to have a year of sabbath rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or 
prune your vineyards. 5 Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of 
your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 6 Whatever the land yields 
during the sabbath year will be food for you—for yourself, your male and female 
servants, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, 7 as 
well as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the land 
produces may be eaten. 
 
The Year of Jubilee 
8 “‘Count off seven sabbath years—seven times seven years—so that the seven 
sabbath years amount to a period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet 
sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of 
Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fiftieth 
year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a 
jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family property and to your own 
clan. 11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap 
what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be 
holy for you… 
18 “‘Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in 
the land. 19 Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there 
in safety. 20 You may ask, “What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not plant 
or harvest our crops?” 21 I will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the 
land will yield enough for three years. 22 While you plant during the eighth year, 
you will eat from the old crop and will continue to eat from it until the harvest of 
the ninth year comes in. 
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23 “‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you 
reside in my land as foreigners and strangers. 24 Throughout the land that you 
hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land… 
35 “‘If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support 
themselves among you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they 
can continue to live among you. 36 Do not take interest or any profit from them, 
but fear your God, so that they may continue to live among you. 37 You must not 
lend them money at interest or sell them food at a profit. 38 I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your 
God. 
39 “‘If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves to you, do not 
make them work as slaves. 40 They are to be treated as hired workers or 
temporary residents among you; they are to work for you until the Year of Jubilee. 
41 Then they and their children are to be released, and they will go back to their 
own clans and to the property of their ancestors. 42 Because the Israelites are my 
servants, whom I brought out of Egypt, they must not be sold as slaves. 43 Do not 
rule over them ruthlessly, but fear your God… 
55…I am the LORD your God.” 
 
Matthew 25:42-45 (NIV) 
“For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes 
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.” 
 

Reflection(s) 
 
Reflections on the theme of Jubilee for people and planet from diverse faith 
traditions may be shared. 
 
A hymn may be included here. 
 

Prayers for Jubilee 
     
Let the nations breathe. 
Let the burdened rise. 
Let the weight of paper chains 
signed in silence, 
sealed in suffering, 
be lifted. 
 
This is the cry: 
not for charity, 
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but for justice. 
Not for pity, 
but for restoration. 
 
For what is debt 
when it crushes the hungry? 
What is interest 
when it devours our futures? 
What is economic growth 
When it lays waste to land and oceans? 
 
You taught us, God of Sinai, 
to sound the shofar 
in the fiftieth year, 
to release the captives, 
to return the land, 
to level the scales 
 
Let the creditors listen. 
Let the ministers speak. 
Let the people rise 
with spreadsheets and psalms, 
with policy and prayer, 
until the architecture of oppression 
becomes the scaffolding of peace,  
and the foundation of sustainability.  
Let this be 
our sacred accounting: 
where no child starves  
or works in the mines 
to balance a ledger, 
no mother weeps  
and no forests are felled 
for the interest of the Empire. 
Blessed are You, 
Source of Redemption, 
who teaches us to cancel debts— 
and call it holy. 
 
Jubilee — 
not as a dream, 
but as a demand. 
Not as a myth, 
but as a model. 
 
A restructuring of soul 
and system. 
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Where rules bend 
toward mercy, 
and finance bows 
to the dignity of the poor and climate-vulnerable. 
Where power tips the balance. 

(Adapted from Jubilee Service for G7, Jubilee USA, 2025) 

 
Jesus said: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19) 
So as God’s people, in this year of challenge, 
let us reaffirm our hope and our task. 
God’s kingdom is coming… 
Proclaim Jubilee, stand for justice, peace and dignity! 
 
For those swept into poverty… 
Proclaim Jubilee, fight for economic justice! 
For those weighed down by debt and climate destruction… 

 Proclaim Jubilee, cancel the debt, demand climate justice for all! 
For those living in fear of eviction from their homes… 
Proclaim Jubilee, fight for safe and affordable housing! 
For those enslaved by financial worries and beset by climate anxiety… 
Proclaim Jubilee, may they find safe harbour from their woes! 
For those who are blind to the situation of their neighbours… 
Proclaim Jubilee, may the scales fall from their eyes! 
For those held captive by narrow and short-term vision… 
Proclaim Jubilee, may their perspectives be widened by compassion!   
For all who need to hear good news… 
Proclaim Jubilee! 
May our proclamations and our prayers 
be accompanied by advocacy and action, 
and God’s kingdom come  
through our works and struggles for justice. 
Amen. 

(Adapted from Reset the Debt, Baptists Together UK, 2021) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our God who art in heaven, 
Defender of the widow and orphan, 
come to the aid of so many 
trapped in debts that cannot ever be paid. 
Hallowed be your name. 
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Reveal your loving presence to us 
as we seek to stand alongside the many 
who have nothing to call their own. 
Your kingdom come. 
Prevent us from denying the promise of your Kingdom 
by resigning ourselves to the inevitability of poverty and ecological devastation 
that is created by the debts of whole nations. 
Your will be done. 
Awake in us a hunger and thirst for justice, 
and put within us the political will to end 
the scandal of a financial system  
which enslaves people  
and fuels the climate emergency through debt. 
On Earth as it is in heaven. 
Remind us daily that we work for your reign on Earth 
where it is in our power to change 
the unfair way our economic institutions work. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Give us the sense of urgency to struggle 
for justice as intensely as that felt by those for 
whom each day is about hoping “just to survive.” 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Forgive us our acceptance of a system of credit and debt 
which gives the most to those who need the least 
and gives the least to those who need the most; 
and forgive, too, our complicity in an economy 
which uses land, our labour, and resources to profit 
rather than to meet human need and safeguard creation. 
And lead us not into temptation. 
Help us not to give into despair or to be defeated by setbacks, 
and help us to defend the impoverished peoples  
of deeply indebted and climate change-impacted countries  
against feeling utterly abandoned and broken in spirit. 
But deliver us from evil. 
Deliver us from the evil working of the world economy  
that puts debt repayment further and further away  
from the poorest, climate disaster-stricken nations;  
and from the evil within us  
that prevents us taking responsibility  
for the tragedy of the debt-loaded nations. 
Amen. 

(Adapted from Prayer Service for Debt Cancellation, Education for Justice, 1970) 

 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
Source of all that is and that shall be,  
Creator of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:  
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe!  
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!  
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Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
Your beloved community of peace and freedom  
sustain our hope and come on Earth.  
With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power  
that is love, now and forever.  
Amen.  

(Adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, The 
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, 1988) 

 
A hymn may be included here. 
 

What justice demands 
We demand nothing less than the transformation of the global system: 

1. Tax the 1%: Impose meaningful taxes on the superrich, financial  
speculators, and multinational corporations so, they pay their fair share and 
stop extracting from our communities.  

2. End illicit financial flows: Clamp down on tax havens, shell companies, and 
capital flight that strip billions from public coffers every year. 

3. Transform the debt system: Cancel illegitimate and odious debts. 
4. Restructure global finance to enable low- and middle-income countries to 

invest in us, their people, to drive sovereign development, and to build 
economies of care. 

5. Enforce corporate accountability: Hold transnational corporations legally 
accountable for environmental destruction, labour abuses, and human 
rights violations. 

6. Remake multilateralism: build truly democratic and representative 
multilateral institutions that ensure fair cooperation and respect sovereign 
development. 

7. Invest in climate justice: Ensure wealthy nations and corporations pay their 
climate debt to enable the just transition and adaptation of the countries 
and peoples worst affected by climate change to be more resilient against 
ecological, economic, and social collapse. 

8. Recognise and redistribute care: Build systems that value and resource care 
work. Prioritise public investment in health, education, child and elder care, 
as well as in the social safety-net.  

9. Secure us against hunger: Drive public investment into supporting local 
food systems, fair markets, and food sovereignty so that no one, anywhere, 
is left to starve in a world of plenty.  

(Adapted from The People’s Call to Action for Global Economic Justice,                                 

WeThe99, 2025) 
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Commissioning 
 
Go now beloved of God,  
and be bearers of hope and agents of change.  
Help bring forth solutions rooted in fairness and equity,  
economic systems that uplift and create hope for the downtrodden,  
and a future where every nation can build resilience to climate change  
and walk the path of sustainable development,  
free from the shackles of debt. 

(Adapted from Turn Debt into Hope Prayer, 2025) 

 

Benediction 
 
God leads us from despair to hope, 
from fear to trust,  
from debt into freedom, 
and from death into new life. 
May we follow where God leads 
and know God within us and among us today and for evermore. 
Amen. 

(Adapted from Reset the Debt, Baptists Together UK, 2021) 

 
A closing hymn may be included here. 
 


