The Methodist Conference

DAILY RECORD No 6
REPRESENTATIVE SESSION

2026
Tuesday, 30 June 2026
6/1 The Conference assembled at 9.15.
6/2 BIBLE STUDY
The Revd David | H Hardman of the Methodist Liaison Office in Jerusalem led the
Conference in Bible Study.
6/3 25. CONNEXIONAL CENTRAL SERVICES BUDGET 2026/27 (continued)
The Conference engaged in conversation on the report.
6/4 31. CONNEXIONAL COUNCIL, PART FOUR: RESOURCING, Sections P, Q, R, S, T
6/4/1 The Conference adopted Resolution 31/1.
6/4/2 The Conference gave permission for Resolution 31/4 to be withdrawn.
6/4/3 The Conference adopted Resolutions 31/2 and 31/3,
p 353, deleting part (b)
6/4/4 The Conference adopted Resolutions 31/5, 31/6 and 31/7.
6/4/5 The Conference adopted Resolution 31/8,
p 356, replacing the ‘Responsibility payments’ section with:
Current Amount Due to be | Interval | Proposed amount
reviewed for 2026/27
% £ 2026/27 | 3years % £
President 30 | 9594 30 10,026
Secretary of the Conference | 30 | 9594 30 10,026
Assistant Secretary of the 25 | 7995 25 8355
Conference
Connexional Secretary® 25 | 7995 25 8355
Separated District Chair 25 | 7995 25 8355
Warden of the MDO 25 | 7995 25 8355
Superintendent 10 | 3198 10 3342
Training Institution Principal | 25 | 7995 25 8355
Other roles*:
Grade 7 | 25 | 7995 25 8355
Grade 6| 20 | 6396 20 6684
Grade 5| 10 | 3198 10 3342
Grade 14| O 0 0 0
* ministers serving in the Connexional Team or stationed to appointments within the
control of the Methodist Council, staff members of Training Institutions, and the
Deputy Warden of the MDO. Uplift to be agreed by the Resourcing Committee having
regard to the lay salary structure for such (or comparable) posts.

1 Where the post is held by a minister.
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p 357, Travel Allowances, Proposed amount for 2026/2027,
for ‘Car up to 10,000 miles - 45p/mile
reading ‘Car up to 10,000 miles - 55p/mile’

The Conference adopted Resolutions 31/9 and 31/10.

6. MISSIONAL USE OF PROPERTY
The Conference adopted Resolutions 6/1 and 6/2.

The Conference adjourned at 11.02.
The Conference reassembled at 11.30.

33. COMMITTEE ON METHODIST LAW AND POLITY (2), Section P
The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/11, 33/12 and 33/13.

63. MEMORIALS TO THE CONFERENCE (continued)
Memorial M5

The Conference received Memorial M5 and adopted as its reply that recommended
by the Memorials Committee, the Memorial and the reply appearing on Agenda
pp 694-695.

14. PREDOMINANTLY ONLINE CHURCHES
The Conference adopted Resolution 14/1.

The Conference gave permission for Resolutions 14/2 and 14/3 to be withdrawn.
The Conference adopted Resolutions 14/4 and 14/5.
The Conference adopted Resolution 14/6, in the form:

The Conference directs the Safeguarding Committee to publish guidance for
best practice in safeguarding for online communities as soon as possible.

The Conference gave permission for Resolution 14/7 to be withdrawn.

36. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REPORT
The Conference adopted Resolutions 36/1, 36/2, 36/3, 36/4 and 36/5.

32. CONNEXIONAL COUNCIL, PART FIVE: CONNEXIONAL POLICY OPTIONS
The Conference adopted Resolutions 32/1, 32/2, 32/3 and 32/4.

Memorial M4

The Conference received Memorial M4 and adopted as its reply that recommended
by the Memorials Committee, the Memorial and the reply appearing on Agenda
pp 692-694.

The Conference adjourned at 13.02.

The Conference reassembled at 14:15.
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55. JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE ETHICS OF INVESTMENT (JACEI)
The Conference adopted Resolution 55/1.

30. CONNEXIONAL COUNCIL, PART THREE: MISSION, Sections M, N, O
The Conference adopted Resolutions 30/1 and 30/2.

The Conference adopted as Resolution 30/3A:

The Conference requests that the Council produce and publicise a study
resource, drawing on other resources as appropriate, to support the Methodist
people in joining with Conference to hear the voices of our siblings in the region
and take practical actions of solidarity.

The Conference adopted as Resolution 30/3B:

The Conference asks the President of the Conference to write to the UK Prime
Minister and Foreign Secretary, and the governing bodies of other jurisdictions
in which the Methodist Church of Great Britain has a presence, urging them to
uphold international law and to take the actions outlined in the Time To Act
campaign.

The Conference renumbered Resolution 30/3 as Resolution 30/3C and adopted it.

Memorials M10, M11

The Conference received Memorials M10 and M11 and adopted as its replies those
recommended by the Memorials Committee, the Memorials and the replies
appearing on Agenda pp 703-705.

7. COMMITTEE ON METHODIST LAW AND POLITY (1), Section |
The Conference adopted Resolution 7/14.

The Conference, with the required majority, adopted Resolution 7/15.

33. COMMITTEE ON METHODIST LAW AND POLITY (2), Section K
The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/1 and 33/2.

The Conference adopted as Resolution 33/2A:
The Conference approves the Terms of Reference for the Conference Review
Task Group and directs the Secretary of the Conference to convene the group
and to bring a report with recommendations to the Conference of 2027.

The Conference agrees:

1. That the review be conducted by a group convened by the Secretary of the
Conference and comprising;:

(i)  (asthe chair) a Past President or a Past Vice-President (appointed by
“the Presidency of Six”, being the persons referred to in Standing
Order 110(6));

(ii) a representative of the Law and Polity Committee (appointed by that
committee);
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6/19

6/20

6/21

(iif)

(vii)

a representative of the 2027 Representative Session Business
Committee (appointed by that committee);

a representative of the Connexional Council (appointed by the council);
a representative of the JDS Committee (appointed by that committee);

a representative of the Chairs’ and Warden’s Meeting (appointed by
that meeting); and

a representative of the Conference Planning Executive (appointed by
the executive).

2. The terms of reference:

(a)

(i)

To review the current formula for representation at the Conference
under Standing Order 102 and to make recommendations, ensuring
that the necessary balance between lay and ordained representation
can be maintained.

To review the amount and content of business before the Conference
(including that brought by the Council) and the time within the
Conference allocated to it.

To review the conduct of business (Section 13 of the Standing Orders)
within the current time constraints.

To review the amount of time devoted to matters other than the
consideration of the Agenda and to make recommendations about the
balance of the use of time and the different tone of parts of the
Conference.

To review the use of workshops and other methods of engagement and
conferring during the Conference.

To review and make recommendations on clarifying the status and
purpose of the pre-Conference sessions.

To consider and to make recommendations as to the frequency with
which the Conference needs to address all aspects of its work.

To incorporate the outcomes to date of the review of the Presbyteral
Session.

To report, with recommendations, to the Conference of 2027.

49. BRIEFING FOR CONFERRING ON THE JUSTICE PRIORITY

Rachel Lampard, Director of Social Justice and Social Action, led the Conference in
conferring on the Justice Priority of Peacemaking.

The Conference adjourned at 16.17.

The Conference reassembled in closed session at 16.50.
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A report was presented to the Conference on behalf of the Conveners of Connexional
Discipline and Appeal Committees regarding disciplinary processes concluded during
the past year.

The Conference reassembled in open session at 16.54.

DAILY RECORD
The Daily Record for Monday 29 June was presented, taken as read, and adopted,

at 5/6, numbering the first line below the title as ‘5/6/1’, and renumbering
following subsections accordingly

at 5/12, for ‘Resolution 13/1 and 13/2’ reading ‘Resolutions 13/1 and 13/2’
at 5/25 Title, for ‘PART 2’ reading ‘PART TWO: MINISTRIES’

at 5/27 Title, for ‘PART 2, Section’ reading ‘PART TWO: MINISTRIES, Sections’
at 5/34/2, for ‘Dr James Tebbutt’ reading ‘Dr James N Tebbutt’

The Conference, with the required majority, corrected the Daily Record for Friday 26
June as follows:

at 2/17/2, for ‘has failed to fulfil’ reading ‘has not been able to fulfil’
at 2/34/1, for ‘the Revd Trevor J Dixon’ reading ‘the Revd J Trevor Dixon’

30. CONNEXIONAL COUNCIL, PART THREE: MISSION, Section O
The Conference adopted Resolutions 30/4 and 30/5.

15. SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE
The Conference adopted Resolutions 15/1, 15/2 and 15/3.

33. COMMITTEE ON METHODIST LAW AND POLITY (2), Sections L, M, N, 0, Q, S
The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/3 and 33/4.

The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/5 and 33/6,
p 379, replacing paragraph 3.3 with:

3.3 SO0 350(3) Prison Chaplaincy
(3) In the case of any presbyter to be appointed to full-time chaplaincy, the
Superintendent Chaplain shall first secure the agreement of the Stationing
Strategy Committee to the opening or continuation of a station for such an
appointment, and after selection has been made by the appropriate authority
shall forward the name of the person to be appointed to the Stationing Strategy
Committee.

3.4 SO0 544(3) Curtailment
(3) This Standing Order does not apply by virtue of clause (1)(a)(ii) above if the
possibility of curtailment arises because the person concerned is being
considered for an appointment to the Connexional Team, or for some other
appointment by the Conference for which the Connexional Council is required
to submit a nomination, or as a district Chair, or has been requested by the
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3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

Stationing Strategy Committee or any sub-committee or group acting on its

behalf to accept a change of statlon—eHeas—aephed—te—the—StaHem-ng—Aste#y

SO 770(6) Base of Ministry

(6) (b) The Secretary of the Conference shall invite the comments of the
Connexional Team member appointed to the Stationing Strategy Committee
under Standing Order 260(1)(iv) and, in the case of a deacon, the Warden of
the Methodist Diaconal Order upon any such application.

SO 772 Residence Abroad

(3) All other applications under this Standing Order by presbyters or deacons
in the active work or without appointment or by probationers shall be
conS|dered by the Statlonlng Advisory Strategy Commlttee—whreh—kf—&

te—the%taﬂemng—@m%mﬁtee wh|ch shall adwse the Conference In the case of

a deacon or diaconal probationer the applicant shall inform the Warden of the
Methodist Diaconal Order at the outset and the Warden shall be consulted by
the Stationing Advisery Strategy Committee and informed of the committee’s
recommendation...

(4) A presbyter or deacon in Full Connexion seeking to reside abroad as a
supernumerary shall apply to the Stationing Strategy Committee through his-er
her the presbyter’'s Chair or the Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order
respectively or, after the stations have been adopted, to the President, and
permission may be granted by the Conference or, after the stations have been
adopted, by the President or by the Vice-President on his-er-herthe President’s
behalf.

SO 773(1) Permission to Study

(1) A minister or probationer who wishes to be stationed for the purpose of
undertaking a course of study or research shall apply to the Stationing Advisery
Strategy Committee, and that committee shall make a recommendation to the
Stationing—GCommittee,—which may grant or refuse the application. Such a
recommendation shall specify the course of study or research to be undertaken
and its duration, whether the minister;-deacoen or probationer concerned is to
reside in the home Districts or abroad, and whether he-ershe-that minister or
probationer-is to be in receipt of a stipend from the Church. In the case of a
probationer the Ministerial Candidates and Probationers Oversight Committee
shall be consulted.

SO 774 Ministers without Appointment

(1) A minister may be without appointment by permission obtained under
clause (2), (3), or (4) below on the grounds specified in clause (5) below, or by
direction of the Stationing Strategy Committee or the President or Vice-
President under clause (9) below, or by the operation of Part 11 or Section 04,
or S:0- Standing Orders 775(3), 782(8), 783(7), or 790(4).

(2) A minister who wishes to be without appointment shall apply to the
Stationing Advisery Strategy Committee, and-that-committee—shalmake—a

recommendation-to-the-Stationrirg-Coemmittee; which may grant or refuse the

application.
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3.9

(4) A minister, probationer or student may... under the above clauses, make a
similar application to the President ... and the President or the Vice President
on his-er-her the President’s behalf may grant or refuse the application...

(6) ... but in exceptional circumstances the Stationing Advisery Strategy
Committee or the Ministerial Candidates and Probationers Oversight
Committee may recommend a payment under Standing Order 376(6)(ii).

(7) In cases where permission is granted under clauses (2) to (5) above...
Appl|cat|on shall be made to the Stationing Aelwsery Strategy Commlttee aﬂel

wh|ch may grant or refuse the application.

(8) At any time a minister granted permission to be without appointment under
clauses (2) to (7) above may by perm|33|on of the Statlomng Strategy

Gemﬂmttee return to or commence the active work In exceptlonal cases
permission may be granted and an appointment made to a station by the
President or the Vice-President on his-er-her the President’s behalf.

(9) The Stationing Strategy Committee, or exceptionally the President or the
Vice-President on his-er-her the President’s behalf, may require... A minister or
probationer without appointment under this clause may be appointed to a
station during the year by the President or by the Vice-President on his-erher
the President’s behalf...

(11) Where following disciplinary action under Part 11 or proceedings under
Section 04 the Stationing Advisery-Strategy Committee has been informed that
a minister has been designated ‘without appointment’ ... the person concerned
is offered the opportunity to meet the committee to discuss whether he-ershe
sheuld to make an application to the President to return to the active work...

SO 780(1) Types of Station

(1) (vi) in a mission partnership with an autonomous conference or united
church or other agency as approved by the Stationing Strategy Committee on a
recommendation from the Connexional Team member appointed to the
committee under Standing Order 260(1)(iv);

3.10 SO 781 Initial Deployment and Subsequent Review

(1) (a) In the penultimate year of pre-ordination training an interview shall be
conducted with each student concerning

(iy  hiserherthe student’s development in pre-ordination training;
(ii) changes in his-er-her the student’s personal circumstances...;
(iii) the type of appointment in which he-ershe the student might be

deployed and the terms and conditions of service under which he-ef
she the student might serve in the light of the above.
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(b) The interview shall be conducted according to connexional proformas and
guidelines provided by the Ministerial Probationers Oversight Committee in
consultation with the Stationing Advisery Strategy Committee.

(2) (a) In what is expected to be the penultimate year of an appointment within
the control of the Church... or, in either case, at other times upon his-er-her the
relevant interviewee’s request, an interview shall be conducted with each
presbyter, deacon and probationer to review the interviewee’s

(i) his-erher experience in the current appointment;
(ii) his-erher development as a presbyter or deacon;

(iii) his-or-her future deployment in light of the above and of any relevant
factors in his-er-her the interviewee’s personal circumstances.

(b) The interview shall be conducted according to connexional proformas and
guidelines provided by the Stationing Advisery Strategy Committee.

(c)

(3) After the interviews specified in clauses (1) and (2) above a report about
the initial or future deployment of the person concerned shall be submitted to
the Ministerial Candidates and Probationers Oversight Committee or the
Stationing Advisery Strategy Committee as appropriate, which shall review it;
and conduct any further investigations or interviews as it deems to be
necessary or as are requested by any of the parties concerned. Where clause
(1) above applies, the Ministerial Candidates and Probationers Oversight
Committee shall also—ard make a recommendation to the Stationing Strategy
Committee.

3.11 SO 790(3) Application to become Supernumerary
(3) A minister who is not within the scope of clause (1) or (2) above may apply...
to the Stationing Adwisery Strategy Committee, stating the grounds on which the
application is made. The committee shall make—a—+recommendation—to—the
Stationihg—Committee—which—shallHr—turr—make a recommendation to the
Presbyteral Session of the Conference or the Conference Diaconal Committee,
as the case may be.

3.12 SO 792(2) Continuing Ministry
(2) Where—aA supernumerary minister who undertakes pastoral work on a
regular basis in a Circuit or institution connected with the Church;-he-ershe
shall do so under a letter of understanding entered into with the consent of his
oer-her the supernumerary’s Chair and the appropriate Superintendent or head
of institution and, in the case of a deacon, the Warden of the Methodist
Diaconal Order. The letter of understanding shall be framed in accordance with
connexional guidelines issued by the Stationing Adwisery Strategy Committee...

3.13 SO 793(1) Return to the Active Work
(1) Subject to clause (2) below any application by a supernumerary presbyter
or deacon in Full Connexion for permission to return to the active work shall be
made to the Stationing AdviseryStrategy Committee. The convener of that
committee shall arrange for an Occupational Health assessment as specified
in Standing Order 715(2) to be undertaken by the applicant. The assessment
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6/27/3

6/27/4

6/27/5

shall be considered in accordance with the Health Policy adopted for
candidates under Standing Order 715(1) with any necessary modifications and
reported to the Advisery-Stationing Strategy Committee and, where application
has been made to become a member of the Methodist Ministers’ Pension
Scheme, to the Trustee of the scheme. The AdviseryStationing Strategy
Committee shall consult the Chair and Superintendent of the supernumerary
concerned, and, where the supernumerary is a deacon, the Warden of the
Methodist Diaconal Order, and make a recommendation te—the—Statiorinrg
Committee,-which-shalbn-turn-make-arecommendation-to the Conference. In
the case of urgent Stationing needs or other emergency the President or the
Vice President on the President’s behalf may consider the recommendation
from the Advisery Stationing Strategy Committee, grant immediate permission
and report to the Conference.

3.14 SO 801 Stipends.

(6) (a) A minister or probationer who is entitled to receive a stipend under
clause (1) above but does not wish to do so may inform the Chair of the relevant
District and, in the case of a deacon or diaconal probationer, the Warden of the
Methodist Diaconal Order-that-he-orshe-doesnot-wish-toreeceivea-stipendof
that wish. The Chair or the Warden shall hold a pastoral interview with the
minister or probationer according to guidelines issued by the Resourcing

Committee and make a recommendation through—the—Stationinrg—Advisery
GCommittee to the Stationing Strategy Committee.

3.15 SO 802 Remuneration of Part-time Chaplaincies and Other Work.

(7) If clause (b) above applies ... to the Chair and the Stationing
AdviseryStrategy Committee, who shall in consultation with—the—Stationing
Committee;—and, where relevant, with the Warden, together consider them as
the Adwvisery Stationing Strategy Committee does those for full time work in
appointments not within the control of the Church and give a decision.

The Conference adopted as Resolution 33/6A:

The Conference amends Standing Order 260(1A)(i) as follows:

(iv) a fay-chair and a fay-deputy chair, at least one of whom must be a
lay person, being the persons for the time being appointed to those
offices in accordance with clauses (2) and (2A), respectively, below;

The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/7 and 33/8,

p 380, first paragraph, lines 5-9,
replacing the text from “However, the initial decision...” to the end of the
paragraph with:

However, it is unclear in practice how and by whom the initial decision to
achieve a reduction of ministerial appointments in a Circuit will have been made
and which body or group might most appropriately initiate the curtailment
process. The Committee has considered possible amendments to Standing
Order 544 to meet this situation but has concluded that more consultation is
required to establish the best way forward. The Committee will work on this with
the Stationing Strategy Committee in the coming year.

pp 380-381, deleting the proposed amendments to Standing Order 544

The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/9 and 33/10,
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6/27/6

6/27/7

6/27/8
6/28

6/29

p 382, SO 801(1)(d)(i),
for ‘...in the Methodist Church context.’ reading ‘... in a Methodist Church
context.’

p 383, SO 801(1)(d)(iv)(B),
reading all text as if in italics

The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/14 and 33/15.
The Conference adopted Resolutions 33/18,
pp 395-396, replacing the whole text of Section S with:

In the course of considering, together with the Safeguarding Committee, wider
amendments to Standing Orders relating to safeguarding, the Law and Polity
Committee has observed that although the Methodist Church’s Safeguarding
Policy states that Circuits and Local Churches should appoint a safeguarding
officer “and there should be no gap in this crucial provision”, Standing Orders
do not contain any provisions requiring such appointments to be made.

The Committee, as requested by the Safeguarding Committee, had originally
intended to bring to this Conference amendments to Standing Orders to make
such appointments obligatory and to address the policy requirement that there
should be no gap in the provision. In the light of the response to its proposals,
the Committee has concluded that further consultation with the Safeguarding
Committee and other stakeholders is required before it is able to present draft
Standing Order amendments giving effect to the connexional Safeguarding
Policy to the Conference for approval.

The Committee will continue to work with the Safeguarding Committee to
establish what should happen if a vacancy arises in either role.

The Conference gave permission for Resolution 33/19 to be withdrawn.
The Conference shared in worship, and adjourned at 18.27.

LETTERS

Letters of concern were sent in the name of the Conference to the Revd Andrew J L
Hollins and Doreen Whittaker.
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