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DAILY RECORD No 1 
PRESBYTERAL SESSION 
Thursday, 25 June 2026 

 
 
1/1 The Conference in its Presbyteral Session assembled in Telford at 14.15, The Revd 

Richard M Andrew, the President of the Conference, in the Chair. 

1/2 HOLY COMMUNION 

The Conference shared in a service of Holy Communion, during which The Revd Dr 
Jennifer H Smith preached. 

1/3 The Conference adjourned at 15.30. 

1/4 The Conference reassembled at 16.00. 

1/5 MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONFERENCE 

The Conference adopted the membership of this Session of the Conference, being 
those presbyters who are listed in the Agenda (pp 718-727) as members of the 
Representative Session, with any substitutions duly made, together with the officers 
of this session appointed by the last Conference, associate members, and those 
presbyters listed in the Agenda (p 728) who have received the permission of their 
Synods or, where appropriate, the President to attend this Session by their own 
arrangement, with the following notes, substitutions and corrections: 

West Midlands District 
91  The Revd Juliet A Kisob vice The Revd Joanna L Thornton 
 
Yorkshire West District 
162  The Revd Christopher J Holmes vice The Revd Tanya M Short 
 
Associate Members 
(b)  Overseas 
Bishop Silvio Cevallos is unable to attend the Conference 
 
PRESBYTERS ATTENDING THE PRESBYTERAL SESSION UNDER THER OWN 
ARRANGEMENTS 
deleting:  
The Revd Andrew J L Hollins 
The Revd Gillian H Hulme 
The Revd Vindra L Maraj-Ogden 
The Revd Julia I Reid 
The Revd Kim Shorley 
 
adding: 
The Revd Jemima E Strain 
 

1/6 LETTERS 

The Conference directed that letters of greeting be sent to presbyters with more than 
70 years of service:  

The Revd Neville Ashton (1956) 
The Revd Harold R Bowes (1955) 

The Revd W Graeme Butler (1954) 
The Revd Kenneth Cupit (1954) 
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The Revd Roger C Driver (1956) 
The Revd John M Edwards (1955) 
The Revd T Aneurin Evans (1955) 
The Revd Douglas J Ford (1956) 
The Revd Harry W Gillespie (1949) 
The Revd Ronald W C Hoar (1955) 
The Revd Ivan R Homer (1954) 
The Revd W Colin W Lake (1956) 
The Revd H Gordon Lemmon (1956) 
The Revd Leslie J Marsh (1956)  
The Revd John L Mitchell (1952) 

The Revd Dr Albert W Mosley (1948) 
The Revd C Irving Penberthy (1955) 
The Revd Henry D Rack (1956) 
The Revd Peter A Reasbeck (1956) 
The Revd Eric J Renouf (1954) 
The Revd J Stuart Rhodes (1956) 
The Revd John E Stanfield (1948) 
The Revd R G Gregory Stevenson 

(1955) 
The Revd Alan M Thompson (1954) 
The Revd Dr John J Vincent (1953) 

 
1/7 HOURS OF SESSION 

The Conference agreed that these should be 14.15-15.30 and 16.00-18.30 on 
Thursday, 25 June; 09.15-10.45, 11.15-12.15, 12.30-13.00, 14.15-16.15 and 
16.45-18.30 on Friday, 26 June. 

1/8 APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS 

The Conference appointed the Scrutineers as follows: 

The Revd Peter G Rayson (Chief 
Scrutineer) 

The Revd Jason L McMahon-Riley 
The Revd Thomas J Osborne 

The Revd Janet E Park 
The Revd Cliff Shanganya 
The Revd Zena F Smith 
The Revd Rebekah C Stennett 

 
1/9 APPOINTMENT OF ATTESTORS 

The Revds Julia I Reid and Cleopas Sibanda were appointed to attest the ‘written 
portion’ of the Daily Record of the Presbyteral Session. 

1/10 4. REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERAL SESSION BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

The Conference adopted Resolution 4/1. 

1/11 5. CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS 

The Conference adopted Resolutions 5/3, 5/4, 5/5 and 5/6. 

1/12 THE ULTIMATE DESIRE OF JESUS: JOHN 17 AS A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCHES AND 
OUR TIME 

Professor David F Ford OBE, Regius Professor of Divinity Emeritus in the University of 
Cambridge and a Fellow of Selwyn College, addressed the Conference on the theme 
The Ultimate Desire of Jesus: John 17 as a Prayer for our Churches and our Times, 
following which the Conference engaged in conversation. 

1/13 The Conference shared in worship, and adjourned at 18.31. 
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DAILY RECORD No 2 
PRESBYTERAL SESSION 

Friday, 26 June 2026 
 

 
2/1 The Conference assembled at 9.15, and shared in worship. 

2/2 PASTORAL ADDRESS 

The President addressed the Conference. 

2/3 The Conference adjourned at 10.43. 

2/4 The Conference reassembled at 11.15. 

2/5 The Revd Dr Mark Rowland and the Revd Steven R M Cooper introduced Agenda Item 
11. A Response to God in Christ Reconciling: On the Way to Full Communion in Faith, 
Sacraments, and Mission and the Conference engaged in discussion. 

2/6 The Revd Dr Mark Rowland introduced Agenda Item 12. Criteria for the recognition 
of ordination and the Conference engaged in discussion. 

2/7 Doug Godfrey-Swanney introduced Agenda Item 43. On the Way – Triennial 
Membership Returns 2023-2025 and the Conference engaged in discussion. 

2/8 OBITUARIES 

The Conference adopted the Obituaries as printed and circulated to the Conference, 
and the Obituaries below, 

directing that if, after checks have been carried out in the Conference library, it 
is necessary to correct inaccuracies in these Obituaries, the Secretary of the 
Conference be authorised to make such corrections before the Obituaries are 
published in the Minutes of the Conference. 

Colin Hough: Born in Stoke-on-Trent on 27 March 1934, the middle of three children 
of William and Jessie Hough. After his father died in a mining rescue attempt, Colin 
grew up with his brother Gordon and sister Gwen and was educated at Milton School 
and Hanley High School. Following several early jobs and two years National Service 
in the RAF, he sensed a call to ministry through Youth for Christ and entered training 
for the Methodist ministry. He studied at Hartley Victoria College, Manchester, gained 
a London BD, and married Barbara in 1958. After his first appointment in Kimberley, 
Nottinghamshire, he was ordained in 1960 and served in British Guiana during a time 
of political unrest, working with others for peace. Returning to Britain, he served the 
Gainsborough Circuit (including chaplaincy at Gringley-on-the-Hill Borstal) and as 
District Overseas Missions Secretary. The couple raised three daughters, Susan, 
Carolyn and Gillian, and also knew the grief of losing a baby, Noelle, born prematurely. 
In 1970 Colin moved to Guernsey and Alderney, where he served for 28 years of 
ministry. He combined pastoral leadership with education and community work, 
teaching, lecturing at the new FE college, contributing to the educational ship SS 
Uganda, and serving as Channel Islands Branch Secretary of the United Nations 
Association. He served in Jersey at St Brelade, working ecumenically and helping 
develop church life at St Aubin and the Communicare Centre. He also sustained a 
practical commitment to overseas mission, supporting aid work and leading teams in 
Kenya and, in 1986, at a leprosy hospital in Tanzania, later encouraging projects in 
Zimbabwe and South Africa. Colin served two terms as President of the Jersey Council 
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of Churches and in 1990 became Chair of the Channel Islands District. Sabbaticals 
and study, including in Jerusalem, enriched his later pilgrimages, and he enjoyed 
travel and outdoor life. After retirement he lived in Oxfordshire and then Diss, serving 
as interim minister at Diss United Reformed Church from 2002 for three years until 
sadly oesophageal cancer curtailed his work. Following treatment he continued to 
support a closer relationship between the Methodist and URC congregations. Colin 
and Barbara celebrated their Diamond Wedding in 2018 and Barbara died later that 
year. Colin died on 14 March 2026 at Walcot Hall, in the ninety-first year of his life 
and the sixty-sixth year of his presbyteral ministry. 

Doreen Margaret Sparey-Delacassa: Born on 13 January 1947 in Portsmouth, to 
Peter and Margaret Boosey, becoming an older sister to Gwen. After time in 
Hertfordshire and Oxford, they returned to Portsmouth, where Doreen came to 
Christian faith which shaped her whole life and how she treated people. Doreen 
trained as a teacher at Rolle College in Exmouth. Her care and dedication were 
obvious, especially valuing work with children who would today be described as 
having complex SEND needs. Soon, Doreen met Roget Sparey and liked to say, when 
she opened the door to him, her eyes went heart-shaped. Six weeks later they were 
unofficially engaged, and married on Holy Saturday, 10 April, 1971 and 
honeymooned in Bavaria. Their children Charles, Rebecca, Naomi and Richard 
arrived amidst moves around the country following Roger’s career in the Royal Corps 
of Naval Constructors. Eventually they settled in Millbrook, Cornwall, where Roger 
died of cancer, Doreen, raising four children under eleven on her own, was steady, 
loving, and completely committed to them. Life was a hectic round of church, folk 
music and country dance activities, Spring Harvest, mission trips, worship bands, 
evangelism events, Doreen heard her call to presbyteral ministry as a teenager but 
could only explore it once the children had gone to university. Doreen trained at 
Wesley College, Bristol, served in the Bristol and South Gloucestershire circuit at 
Brentry when she married Mike Delacassa. She served as a probationer in the West 
Devon Circuit which involved supporting the community through the Foot and Mouth 
outbreak. Sadly, towards the end of her time there, Mike passed away. Doreen then 
served as Cornwall Methodist District Evangelism Enabler, then as Superintendent of 
Camelford and Week St. Mary Circuit, revelling living in Canworthy Water. From 
childhood, Doreen wanted to be a pirate and, alongside introducing people to Jesus, 
an engaging maverick streak was characteristic of her ministry! Reluctantly becoming 
a supernumerary in 2019, retirement did not suit her. A keen reader, Doreen 
volunteered in Launceston Christian Bookshop, energetically ministered in two 
churches, showed visitors around Wesley Cottage, Trewint, and shared in Open the 
Book schools’ work. Doreen died on 6 March 2026 in the seventy-ninth year of her 
age and the twenty-sixth year of her presbyteral ministry. 

2/9 The Conference adjourned at 11.58. 

2/10 The Conference reassembled at 12.30. 

2/11 MEMORIAL SERVICE 

A solemn Memorial Service was held during which the Secretary of the Conference 
read the names of those presbyters who had died during the year, as follows: 

Douglas Rodney Allen 
Michael Russell Appleyard** 
Rosemary Anne Baker 
Denys Bament** 
Robert Barker 
Nigel Francis Barton** 

Raymond Bassindale 
Trevor Sydney Bates 
William Gerald Beattie 
John Campbell Best* 
Gregory Thomas Black 
Deborah Jean Borda 
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Patrick Lawrence Brain* 
Norman William Bray* 
Robert Raymond Brown* 
Martin William Calver** 
Caroline Ann Carter 
Gillian Mildred College 
Robert Cooper 
George Albert Courtenay 
John Hubert Stephen Crossley 
Howard Curnow 
Raymond Edward Curtis* 
Ronald William Dale 
Andrew John Dart* 
Anne Margaret Davies 
Elisabeth A Davies-Johns** 
Peter Dawson 
Anton Hilary Dowell* 
Ralph Edward Fennell* 
Ian Victor Field 
Gerald Charles Gardiner 
Ian George Gardner* 
May McKechnie Gladwin 
Kim Teck Goh** 
Geoffrey Douglas Gordon 
Robert Edward Gordon 
Stephen Joseph Grieves-Smith* 
Richard Michael Harland 
Raymond Hay 
Colin Frederick Hayes 
Ivor Haywood 
Antony Mervyn Hearle 
Frank Russell Hilborne 
Edward Anthony Holmes 
John Lawrence Hope* 
Colin Hough 
Peter Hudson 
Paul Hulme** 
Edmee Hurst 
Sylvia Violet Illingworth Jacquest* 
Peter George Jarvis* 
Brian Robert Jenner* 
Rowland Joiner 
Mary Jones 
Nasief Kawar 
Roy Kilner 
Roger Charles Larkinson 

David George Harvey Leese 
Jennifer Barbara Lunn 
John Richard Lusty 
June Elizabeth Mallabon 
Frederick George James Manuell 
Harold Mason 
David Monkton 
David John Moore* 
Harold Ernest Moore 
Rosemary Elizabeth Nunn 
Robert Ormesher** 
Donald Alfred Pickard 
Joyce Freda Plumb 
John Clive Pugh 
Neville Pugh** 
David John Reep 
Bernard Reynolds 
William Kenneth Riley 
John Donald Robinson 
Brenda Rogers 
Trenwith John Wallis Sampson 
Donald Victor Sapsford 
Geoffrey Roy Senior 
Jeffrey Lester Sharp 
Brian James Snellgrove 
Heather Ann Sorrell 
Doreen Margaret Sparey-

Delacassa 
Nigel Maurice Spencer* 
Renhilda Margery Stanlake 
Leslie Stoker* 
Bryan John Tolhurst** 
Graham Wesley Tooth* 
Francis Topping 
Rodney Edward Warden** 
Ian Peter Waterfield 
Gordon Eric Webster 
Richard Frederick Westwood 
David John Wheeler 
John Neville Whitehead 
David J Whitehouse** 
William Wilson* 
Anthony Windsor** 
Ranald Cameron Marshall Wylie 
John Wesley Young

 
* Presbyters who had died before or during the previous Conference but whose 

Obituaries are presented to this Conference. 
** Obituaries for these presbyters will be presented to the next Conference. 

2/12 The Conference adjourned at 13.05. 

2/13 The Conference reassembled at 14.15. 
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2/14 The Revd Dr Mark Rowland introduced Agenda Item 13. Online Celebrations of Holy 
Communion and the Conference engaged in discussion. 

2/15 The Conference went into closed session at 15.16. 

2/16 50. MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES’ AND PROBATIONERS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

2.  Candidates for Presbyteral Ministry 

2/16/1 The Conference concurred with the recommendation of the Candidates’ Appeals 
Committee. 

2/16/2 The Conference, with the required majority, recommended acceptance by the 
Representative Session of the following candidates, to proceed unconditionally into 
pre-ordination training: 

Alistair James Alexander 
Munawar Amaf 
George Oworae Danquah 
Rachael Carol Getgood 
Kwabena Ofusa-Asare 
Matthew Lloyd McVoy 

Jennifer Carol Joan Radtke 
Paul Douglas Richards  
Joshua Paul Simpson 
Suzanne Mary Smelt 
Philip Alan Smith 
Karen Lesley Stead

 
2/16/3 The Conference, with the required majority, adopted Resolution 50/2. 

2/17 1.  Special Reports  

 
2/17/1 The Conference received a report that the following conditionally accepted candidate 

has fulfilled the stated condition and therefore is accepted as a candidate: 

Oscar Xiangyu Xiao 
 

2/17/2 The Conference received a report that the following conditionally accepted candidate 
has failed to fulfil the stated condition and thereby cannot be accepted as a 
candidate: 

Olive Ruvimbo Ruzvidzo 
 
2/17/3 The Conference agreed the following changes in expected date of Reception into Full 

Connexion:  

To a later date: 
Pauline Matondo 2030 (from 2029) 
Joanne Rose Peek 2029 (from 2028) 
Stuart John Watkin 2029 (from 2028) 
Lorraine Fay Wheeler 2029 (from 2028) 

 
2/17/4 The Conference received a report that the following Probationer would be without 

appointment: 

Stuart John Watkin 
 

2/17/5 The Conference adopted Resolution 50/1, 

p 600, 1.4 (a), for ‘No case’ reading ‘Oscar Xiangyu Xiao’ 



 7

p 600, 1.4 (b), for ‘Olive Ruzvidzo’ reading ‘Olive Ruvimbo Ruzvidzo’ 

p 601, 1.5 (b), adding: 
Stuart John Watkin from 2028 to 2029 
Lorraine Fay Wheeler from 2028 to 2029 
 
p 601, adding as 1.12, 
Probationer without appointment 
Stuart John Watkin 
 

2/18 3. Preachers Recommended for Continuance on Trial 

2/18/1 The Conference adopted Resolution 50/4, 

p 604,  
*Watkin Stuart John for ‘2028’ reading ‘2029’ 
*Wheeler Lorraine Fay for ‘2028’ reading ‘2029’ 
 

2/19 4. Preachers on Trial presented to the Conference for Reception into Full Connexion 

2/19/1 The Conference accepted the recommendation of the Candidates’ and Probationers’ 
Oversight Committee that the following are fit to be admitted into Full Connexion with 
the Conference as presbyters: 

Abi Alex 
Kyung Mi Lee Banks 
Michaela Jayne Barker 
Ian David Bryon 
Anna Marie Carrington 
Julie Clark 
James Jeremy Cullingford 

Nicola Jayne (Nikki) Geeson 
Susan Nerissa (Sue) Jacobs 
Rebecca Jane Marshall  
Stephen Neil (Steve) Mayo 
Joyce Popoola 
Paulette Rosemarie Tedd 

 
2/19/2 The Conference, by a Standing Vote, adopted Resolution 50/5, 

for ‘Banks  (Lucia) Kyung Mi’ reading ‘Banks  Kyung Mi Lee’ 

2/20 47. PRESBYTERAL TRANSFERS 

1. Recommendations of the Committee for the Discernment of Ordained Vocation 
acting as a Transfer Committee 

2/20/1 The Conference, with the required majority, recommended acceptance by the 
Representative Session of the following applicants for transfer to be received into Full 
Connexion: 

Annie Mwaka Deche, Methodist Church of Kenya 
Collin Luke Moore, Methodist Church of Southern Africa 
Rajbharat Patta, Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, India 
 

2/20/2 The Conference accepted the recommendation that the following former presbyter of 
another Church applying to be received into Full Connexion with the Conference 
under Standing Order 731 should not be recommended: 

Trinity Mancka Delaney 
 

2/20/3 The Conference accepted the recommendation of the Transfer Committee that the 
following be recognised and regarded as presbyters in Full Connexion with the 
Conference under Standing Order 732: 
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Corrie Alexander-Willette, UMC Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference 
Gift Chanakira, The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 
Jonathan Gaylord, UMC Western North Carolina Conference 
Kapembwa Kondolo, The United Church of Zambia 
Peter Masvotore, The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 
Joseph Musiyiwa, The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 
Joseph Muwanzi, The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 
Adefolurin Olawale Orekoya, Methodist Church Nigeria 
Lembe Tontela Sivile, The United Church of Zambia 
Christopher Jeffrey Wilson, Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland 
Rumbidzayi Zvorwadza, The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 
 

2/20/4 The Conference adopted Resolution 47/1, 

p 586, sections 1.4 and 1.5, 
for ‘Ministerial Candidates Selection Committee’ 
reading ‘Discerning Ordained Vocation Committee’ 
 
p 587, 1.9 (c), adding ‘Trinity Mancka Delaney’ 
 
p 587, 1.10, 
for ‘Adefolurin Orekoya’ reading ‘Adefolurin Olawale Orekoya’ 
for ‘Lembe Sivile’ reading ‘Lembe Tontela Sivile’ 
for ‘Christopher Wilson’ reading ‘Christopher Jeffrey Wilson’ 
 

2/21 48. PRESBYTERAL REINSTATEMENTS 

2/21/1 The Conference concurred with the recommendation of the Reinstatement 
Committee that Andrew John Forrest should be reinstated to Full Connexion. 

2/21/2 The Conference adopted Resolution 48/1, 

for ‘Andrew J Forrest’ reading ‘Andrew John Forrest’ 

2/21/3 The Conference, by a Standing Vote, adopted Resolution 48/2. 

2/22 46. PERMISSION TO SERVE 

The Conference adopted Resolution 46/1, 

5. Permission to reside abroad, in the draft of the stations 
adding  
Debra Chidakwa-Akue (United States) 
Hannah C Faal-Heim (United States) 
 

2/23 RESIGNATIONS 

The Conference received a report that the President had accepted the resignation of 
the following presbyters in Full Connexion, according them the status indicated: 

Jason Cooke  no status 
Rosemary E Coles no status 
Russell G Herbert no status 
David G Palmer  no status 
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2/24 REPORT OF CONNEXIONAL DISCIPLINE AND APPEAL COMMITTEES 

A report was presented to the Conference on behalf of the Convenors of Connexional 
Discipline, Pastoral and Appeal Committees regarding disciplinary processes 
concluded during the past year. 

2/25 The Conference adjourned at 16.15. 

2/26 The Conference reassembled in open session at 16.45. 

2/27 Dr Richard M Vautrey CBE introduced Agenda Item 35: Assisted Dying and the 
Conference engaged in discussion. 

2/28 Richard P Armiger engaged the Conference in a discussion on Formation for ministry 
in fractured times. 

2/29 53. PRESBYTERS BECOMING SUPERNUMERARY OR RETURNING TO THE ACTIVE 
WORK 

2/29/1 The Conference adopted Resolution 53/1, 

pp 622-623, 4. Presbyters requesting permission to become supernumerary 
adding ‘+ Alan G Palmer (9)’ 
 

2/29/2 The Conference adopted Resolution 53/2, noting the corrections under 4. above. 

2/30 ANNUAL INQUIRY 

The Chairs of the Districts gave to the Conference the assurances as to the character 
and discipline of the presbyters and presbyteral probationers required by Standing 
Order 154. 

2/31 The Conference shared in worship. 

2/32 The Conference resolved by a Standing Vote to adjourn to 14.15 on Saturday 27 June 
for the Representative Session. 

2/33 The Conference adjourned at 18.19. 

2/34 LETTERS 

2/34/1 A letter of celebration was sent in the name of the Conference to the Revd Albert W 
Mosley. 

2/34/2 A letter of greeting was sent in the name of the Conference to the Revd Trevor J Dixon. 

2/34/3 A letter of concern was sent in the name of the Conference to the Methodist Church 
in Venezuela. 
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DAILY RECORD No 3 
REPRESENTATIVE SESSION 

Saturday, 27 June 2026 
 

 
3/1 The Conference in its Representative Session assembled in Telford at 14.15, The 

Revd Richard M Andrew, the President of the Conference, in the Chair. 

3/2 PRAYERS 

The Conference shared in worship, during which the President of the Methodist 
Church in Ireland, The Revd Dr Janet Unsworth, led prayers. 

3/3 MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONFERENCE 

The Conference adopted the membership of this session of the Conference as set 
out in the Agenda (pp 718-727), as amended by Daily Record 1/5, with the following 
correction: 

Associate Members, 
(b) Overseas 
for ‘Mr Bismarck Fuluasou Ringo Crawley’ reading ‘Ulu Bismarck Fuluasou 
Ringo Crawley’ 

3/4 APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS 

The Conference appointed the Scrutineers as follows: 

Anna Malnutt (Chief Scrutineer) 
The Revd Peter G Rayson 
Deacon Jennifer A J Jones 
 

3/5 PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE 

3/5/1 The Revd Steven Mark Slaney, having been nominated according to rule at the 
preceding Conference, was duly elected by a Standing Vote as President of the 
Conference (Resolution 1/1). 

3/5/2 Caroline Mary Stead, having been nominated according to rule at the preceding 
Conference, was duly elected by a Standing Vote as Vice-President of the Conference 
(Resolution 1/2). 

3/5/3 The Induction of the President and the Vice-President took place. 

3/6 THE LOYAL ADDRESS 

The Conference directed that a letter of greeting be sent to His Majesty the King. 

3/7 WORLD CHURCH AND ECUMENICAL REPRESENTATIVES AND GUESTS 

3/7/1 The Conference welcomed full members and associate members of the Conference 
from The Methodist Church in Ireland, The United Methodist Church, The Free 
Methodist Church of Rwanda, The Methodist Church in the Caribbean and Americas, 
The United Church of Zambia, Methodist Church Ghana, Church of Pakistan, The 
United Church in the Solomon Islands, Methodist Church of Samoa, United Methodist 
Church Northern Europe, Baltic and Ukraine/Moldova, OPCEMI Italy, Igreja 
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Evangelica Metodista Portuguesa, Igreja Metodista do Brasil, and from among our 
Mission Partners. 

3/7/2 The Revd Luca Anziani of OPCEMI Italy responded on behalf of the World Church 
guests. 

3/7/3 The Conference welcomed the ecumenical associate members of the Conference 
from The Church of England, The United Reformed Church, The Redeemed Christian 
Church of God and The Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

3/7/4 The Revd Dr Jonathan Macy of the Church of England responded on behalf of the 
ecumenical guests. 

3/8 VICE-PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

The Vice-President of the Conference delivered her inaugural address. 

3/9 The Conference adjourned at 16.03. 

3/10 The Conference reassembled at 17.00. 

3/11 PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

The President of the Conference delivered his inaugural address. 

3/12 2. FIRST REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

The Conference adopted Resolutions 2/1 and 2/2. 

3/13 58. SECOND REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

The Conference adopted Resolution 58/1. 

3/14 THIRD REPORT FROM THE CONFERENCE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

3/14/1 The Business Committee brings this update to its Reports printed in volumes 1 and 
3 of the Agenda (items 2 and 58). 

1. As set out in paragraph 7 of the first report (pages 13-14), the Conference is 
required to elect three members of the Business Committee, two lay persons 
and one minister, to serve on the Committee for three years (the Conferences 
of 2027, 2028 and 2029). Nomination forms are available from the Helpdesk; 
they should be placed in the ballot boxes by 17:30 on Monday 29 June, with 
voting taking place on Tuesday 30 June. 
 

2. Paragraph 9 of the First Report sets out the criteria and procedure for 
requesting that a letter be sent on behalf of the Conference. Members of the 
Conference are asked, if possible, to email conferenceletterwriter@ 
methodistchurch.org.uk with the details of the request. Where that is not 
possible, please contact the Help Desk for a request form. 

 
3. The schedule of business has been available on the Conference website and 

regularly updated. It now shows the current situation. Any Conference member 
wishing to have a hard copy can obtain one from the Helpdesk. By way of 
update to the schedule, the Conference is informed that Section P of the Law 
and Polity Committee report (report 33, pages 383-385) will be taken on 
Tuesday morning alongside the report on Missional Use of Property (report 6, 
pages 70-80). It is considered that Section P and its associated resolutions 
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supersede the need for an additional resolution which report 6 had indicated 
would be brought on the Order Paper. The JDS Scrutiny Group report (item 64 
printed on this Order Paper) will be taken on Monday morning after the report of 
the JDS Committee.  

 
4. Members of the Conference will be issued with electronic devices for voting. 

The usual procedure for voting on resolutions is to vote by show of hands. 
However, the Business Committee recommends the use of the electronic voting 
devices where a count is required, either when the show of hands has shown 
that the vote is close, or when there is a requirement to be sure of the numbers 
(such as for a Special Resolution). 

 
5. Members of the Conference will note that some reports have only one 

resolution attached to them whilst others have several, depending on the 
complexity of the decisions that the Conference has to make. This also means 
that the debate following the presentation of a report might feel different 
depending on the number of resolutions. Where there is only one resolution 
(that the report be received or adopted), the presenter will move the resolution 
and the Conference will be asked if there is any discussion; following any 
contributions and responses, the President will put the resolution to the vote 
and that piece of business will be concluded. Where there is more than one 
resolution, discussion of the first resolution (that the report be received or 
adopted) should focus only on general matters in relation to the report and/or 
any matters not covered by subsequent resolutions. The vote on the first 
resolution, therefore, will frequently be taken without any debate. Contributions 
on any subsequent resolution should be reserved in each case until the 
resolution has been put, even if the presenter refers to it in presenting the first 
resolution. 
 

6. The Committee is aware that some of the material before this year's 
Conference is of a sensitive nature. The Conference will be asked to consider 
instances of great injustice and, literally or figuratively, to hear the voices of 
those with lived experience of those injustices. The Committee would therefore 
remind members of the Conference that whilst it is necessary sometimes to 
listen to narratives or opinions that are difficult to hear, we do so in the context 
of discerning what the Spirit is saying to the Church and that chaplains are 
available for prayerful support if needed. The language that is used in reports is 
considered; occasionally, however, those from another historic, geographic or 
ecclesial context might express themselves in ways that would not reflect the 
Conference's preferred vocabulary. If members of the Conference wish for help 
in processing their discomfort at those points, again, the chaplaincy team is 
available. 
 

7. The ballots for members of the Conference Business Committee will be 
distributed via email and the elections conducted via an online voting system. 
 

8. There are two ballot boxes on each side of the hall. These can all be used at 
any time on Saturday until 19:00 and from Monday morning onwards for all 
nomination papers, strictly observing the deadlines given on page 14 of the 
Agenda. 
 

9. Memorials will be taken as shown in the table below: 
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Number Title Business 
M1 Training Programme for Local 

Preachers and Worship Leaders 
29. Connexional Council, part 2: Ministries 
Section L: Worship: Leading and 
Preaching Review 

M2 Concerns about the training of 
Methodist Local Preachers 

29. Connexional Council, part 2: Ministries 
Section L: Worship: Leading and 
Preaching Review 

M3 Delivery of online and offline training 29. Connexional Council, part 2: Ministries 
Section H: General Report 

M4 Governance for Circuits and Churches 32. Connexional Council, part 5: 
Connexional Policy Options 

M5 Standing Order 943 33. Committee on Methodist Law and 
Polity (2), Section P 

M6 Supernumeraries chairing Circuit 
Meetings 

En bloc 

M7 SO 510(1)(vii) – Church Treasurer 
membership of Circuit Meeting 

En bloc 

M8 Denomination of sanctuary En bloc 
M9 Israel-Palestine: Rethinking Two-State 

Solution 
En bloc 

M10 Palestine – Kairos II Response 30. Connexional Council, part 3: Mission 
Section N: Kairos II 

M11 Kairos II 30. Connexional Council, part 3: Mission 
Section N: Kairos II 

M12 JTC Group En bloc 
M13 Menopause Policy and Guidance En bloc 
M14 Menopause Policy and Guidance En bloc 
M15 Menopause Policy En bloc 
M16 Maternity Policy En bloc 

 
Any recommended reply to a memorial which is the subject of an amending 
notice of motion will automatically be removed from the en bloc list. A memorial 
can only be removed from the en bloc list if an alternative reply is proposed by 
way of a notice of motion. 

 
10. The committee is grateful to members of the Conference who have been 

completing their EDI monitoring forms in advance of the Conference. These will 
enable more comprehensive monitoring of speakers to take place than has 
been possible in previous years. This monitoring will be undertaken each day 
and reported via the Order Paper for the Conference’s information.  

 
3/14/2 The Conference adopted as Resolution B/1: 

The Conference adopts the Report. 

3/15 62. REPORT TO THE REPRESENTATIVE SESSION OF BUSINESS CONDUCTED BY THE 
CONFERENCE DIACONAL COMMITTEE 

3/15/1 The Conference adopted Resolution 62/1, 

p 677, 1. Deacons who have died 
for ‘Gillian Norma Skinner, Joyce Wilson’ 
reading ‘Gillian Norma Skinner, Patricia A Soule, Joyce Wilson’ 
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3/15/2 The Conference adopted Resolutions 62/3 and 62/4. 

3/16 REPORT OF THE LAW AND POLITY CONFERENCE SUB-COMMITTEE 

3/16/1 Nominations for the President and Vice-President of the Conference of 2027-2028 
(Agenda page 715, Volume 3) 

Voting on designation for the offices of President and Vice-President is governed by 
Standing Orders 110A(6) and 016A. As indicated in the Conference Agenda, there is 
currently no provision governing what happens when there is only one nomination for 
either or both of those offices.  

In relation to the designations for these offices for 2027-2028, the Law and Polity 
Conference Sub-committee advises the Conference to exercise its powers under 
Clause 19(a) of the Deed of Union by suspending Standing Order 110A(6) and 
replacing it with a temporary provision to enable the votes for the designations of 
both offices to be cast with a simple majority. The Sub-committee notes that the votes 
must still be cast by ballot, in order to comply with the Deed of Union. 

Standing Order 127 sets out the procedure for suspending a Standing Order. A vote 
to suspend Standing Order 110A(6) will require a simple majority vote, as will a vote 
to put a temporary Standing Order in place.  

The proposed resolution LP/1 to suspend and replace Standing Order 110A(6) is set 
out below. If that resolution is passed, the Conference may then proceed to designate 
a President and Vice-President for 2027-8 by voting on Resolutions P/1 and VP/1 set 
out in the Conference Agenda by an electronic ballot vote. 

If a clear majority is achieved in both cases, the chair of the Business Committee (or 
the chair’s representative) may then proceed to confirm the designations of the 
President and the Vice-President of 2027-2028. 

If a clear majority is not achieved in either or both cases, then the Sub-committee will 
advise the Conference how to proceed. 

3/16/2 The Conference adopted as Resolution LP/1: 

From the opening of the Conference of 2026 until the election of the President 
and Vice-President at the next following annual Conference, the Conference: 

(a)  suspends the provisions of Standing Order 110A(6); and  

(b)  replaces Standing Order 110A(6) with the following temporary provision: 

(6)  Voting shall be by simple majority and the chair of the Business 
Committee or the chair’s representative shall be the returning officer. 
Such a vote shall be deemed to be the ballot vote as required by clauses 
26 and 27 of the Deed of Union. 

3/17 25. CONNEXIONAL CENTRAL SERVICES BUDGET 2026/27 

The budget was presented. 

3/18 The Conference shared in worship, and adjourned at 18.19. 
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DAILY RECORD No 4 
REPRESENTATIVE SESSION 

Sunday, 28 June 2026 
 

 
4/1 The Conference assembled at 10.45. 

4/2 The Conference shared in worship, during which the President preached. The 
following business was transacted. 

4/3 RECEPTION INTO FULL CONNEXION AS PRESBYTERS  

The following persons were presented for admission into Full Connexion, the 
Presbyteral Session having judged that they were fit for such admission and, if not 
already ordained, for ordination: 

4/3/1 The preachers on trial: 

Abi Alex 
Kyung Mi Lee Banks 
Michaela Jayne Barker 
Ian David Bryon 
Anna Marie Carrington 
Julie Clark 
James Jeremy Cullingford 

Nicola Jayne Geeson 
Susan Nerissa Jacobs 
Rebecca Jane Marshall 
Stephen Neil Mayo 
Joyce Popoola 
Paulette Rosemarie Tedd 

 
4/3/2 The following persons to be received by transfer: 

Annie Mwaka Deche 
Collin Luke Moore 

Rajbharat Patta 
 

 
4/3/3 The following person to be received by reinstatement: 

Andrew John Forrest 
 

4/3/4 The Conference resolved by a Standing Vote that those persons whose names had 
been read to the Conference and are printed in the Agenda and Daily Record be now 
received into Full Connexion with the Conference as presbyters, and that those not 
already ordained, be ordained by prayer and the laying on of hands on the afternoon 
of this day, 28 June 2026, at: 

Shrewsbury Abbey 
All Saints Church, Wellington 

(Resolution 50/6) 
 

4/4 RECEPTION INTO FULL CONNEXION AS DEACONS 

4/4/1 The following persons were presented for admission into Full Connexion and as full 
members of the Methodist Diaconal Order, the Conference Diaconal Committee 
having judged that they were fit for such admission and, if appropriate, for ordination: 

Helen Gardner 
Samantha Jane Morris 
 
 

The Methodist Conference 
2026 
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4/4/2 The Conference resolved by a Standing Vote that those persons whose names had 
been read to the Conference and are printed in the Agenda be now received into Full 
Connexion with the Conference as deacons and into full membership of the 
Methodist Diaconal Order, and, if not already ordained, to be ordained by prayer and 
the laying on of hands on the afternoon of this day, 28 June 2026, at St John’s 
Methodist Church, Bloxwich. 

(Resolution 62/5) 
 

4/5 The Conference adjourned at 12.08. 

 


