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67.
Superintendency in Methodist-URC United Areas

1.
The 2005 Conference adopted in an amended form the report Recognition of Ordained Ministries and the Standing Orders consequential upon it (2005 Agenda pp175-184; Daily Record 6/4 and 8/45). The main content of the report was to clarify the status of those ministers or deacons of other Conferences and Churches who are (a) “Recognised and Regarded as ministers or deacons admitted into full connexion with the British Conference” or (b) “Authorised to Serve the British Conference of the Methodist Church as a minister or deacon”; and to establish a third category of “Associate Minister or Deacon”. 

2.
The main thrust of the amendments to the report and to the proposed Standing Orders was to make it clear that those who are “Authorised to Serve” as ministers cannot fulfil the duties of Superintendent so far as the Methodist Church is concerned. 

3.
This has left an awkward situation in those places where the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church work together in United Areas, in which a URC minister (who cannot be Recognised and Regarded by the Methodist Church because his or her accountability and discipline is to the structures of the URC) is the Lead Minister. The following proposal is intended to ease that difficulty.

4.
In each United or Ecumenical Area, one of the ministers (from any of the participating Churches) should be appointed as the “Lead Minister” in the ministerial team which shares in the oversight of the churches in the area. The nearest precedent for this in Methodist polity would be the concept introduced in the first instance for the new London District of having three co-Chairs appointed to fulfil the functions of a Chair of District between them, but of having one of them clearly identified as the Lead Chair.

5.
Where the Lead Minister is not a Methodist minister (presbyter) in full connexion or a minister Recognised and Regarded as such, the Conference should appoint a Methodist presbyter to fulfil those duties of a Superintendent with regard to the Circuit involved in the United or Ecumenical Area that only a Methodist presbyter can fulfil. The presbyter appointed to do this may be a minister appointed to the Circuit concerned, or stationed elsewhere (should there be no suitable Methodist presbyter appointed to the Circuit). The nearest precedent for this is in the concept of a Methodist “Oversight Tutor” appointed to a Training Institution who may or may not be a member of the academic staff in that institution. 

6.
Informal consultations about the above proposal with relevant parties have suggested that it is generally welcomed. 

***RESOLUTIONS

67/1.
The Conference receives the Report.

67/2.
The Conference amends Standing Orders as follows:

512  Ecumenical Areas.  

(1) Where an ecumenical area has been duly constituted ….. etc. 

(2)
In each designated Ecumenical Area, the Conference shall encourage the appointment of one of the ministers (from any of the participating Churches) as the “Lead Minister” in the ministerial team which shares in the oversight of the churches in the area. Where the Lead Minister is a Methodist minister in full connexion or a minister Recognised and Regarded as such, he or she shall be the Superintendent minister of the circuit constituted by the Ecumenical Area.  In other cases, whilst leadership of the Ecumenical Area remains with the Lead Minister (if any), the Conference shall appoint a Methodist minister, who may be a minister appointed to the circuit concerned or a minister stationed elsewhere, to undertake the duties of a Superintendent that cannot be or are not fulfilled by that Lead Minister.
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